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ñIslander 50ò Hailed as a Great Success  

 

 

 

 

After much preparation, planning and re -planning and concerns as to how BNAPS would 
be able to finance ñIslander 50ò, the weekend of 13/14 June proved to be exceptionally 

successful and did all and more of what was expected as a memorable tribute to the 
remarkable achievements of John Britten and Desmond Norman, their classic BN -2 

Islander and to commemorate its historic first flight on 13 June, 1965 at Bembridge 

Airport .  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Precisely on time at 1418 
and 50 years on from the 
prototype Islanderôs first 

flight, those present 
witnessed a flypast by 

three BN -2 aircraft 
courtesy of B -N Group.  

 
This was followed by a 
re -enactment of the first 

flight by George Cormack 
in h is Islander G -BUBP 

that he had brought 
down from his base at 
Cumbernauld in Scotland 

especially for ñIslander 

50ò. 

Thanks George for this a nd all you have done for BNAPS. The re -enactment flight was 
superb finishing with the high speed downwind pass that captured all the sights and 

sound of the BN -2 Islanderôs ñmagicò ï an unforgettable experience.  
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ñIslander 50ò opening 
ceremony ï from right to left 

Major General Martin White CB 

CBE JP, HM Lord Lieutenant of 
the IoW, Rev. Linda Bushell, 

BNAPS Chairm an, Bob 
Wealthy, Alex Norman , two 

young Norman family 

members, Roddy Norman, 
Henry Norman and Ron 

Holland, IoW High Sheriff.  

The commemorative plaque for the Islanderôs 
first flight 50 th  after it was unveiled. It will be 
found a longer term location at the Propel ler 

Inn in due course.  

Bob Wilson  introduced Ann Medley who then declared the 
fuselage of Islander G -AVCN open for public viewing at 

ñIslander 50ò.  

Photos are courtesy of Simon Thomson unless otherwise stated  
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View of the 
exhibition marquee 

with some of the 
many visitors that 
came along to 

ñIslander 50ò. 

Ivan Berryman pulled 
out all the stops with 

his original pai ntings 
and signed prints at 

ñIslander 50ò. 
Here Alex Norman is 
about  to sign one of 

the prints of the ñFirst 
of the Manyò painting 

that Ivan had 
produced especially 

for ñIslander 50ò. 

Ivan Berryman had 

undertaken a 
commission for Tony 
Austin to dep ict the 

occasion in Octo ber 
1965 when Tony made 

a parachute jump fro m 
the prototype Islander 

G-ATCT. The painting i s 

title d ñFirst Man Outò 
and here Tony is 

signing one of the 

prints.  
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Allan Wright(right), one of 
the founders of BN 

Historians and a member of 
the team that recovered 

Islander G -AVCN from 
Puert o Rico back in 2000, 

met up with BNAPS 

Chairman, Bob Wealthy , at  
ñIslander 50ò. 

 
BN Historians has provided 
unstinting help in making 

ñIslander 50ò happen as 
well as invaluable support 

for the restoration work of 

G-AVCN.  

BNAPS member Rita 
Edgcumbe ran the busy 

sales stand at ñIslander 
50ò. With an array of 

merchandise on show, 

including several items 
produc ed specifically for 

ñIslander 50ò, sales were 
brisk and made a valuable 
contribution to BNAPSô 

fund raising efforts.  

A varied selection  of B -N 
Islander , Defender  and 

Trislander  aircraft models was  
on show at ñIslander 50ò. 

One of the models was a 
ñnew buildò Islander -  an  

electric powered radio control 
Islander model given the 

registration G -BNAP. Friend of 

BNAPS, Tony Baker , had 
kindly constructed this model 

for ñIslander  50ò. It is all 
ready to go and is just 

waiting for the right weather 

conditions before it makes its 

maiden flight.  
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Major General Martin White (right) 
met up with former Army Air Corps 

pilot, Major George Bacon (centre) 
at ñIslander 50ò. During his time in 

the Middle East Major General 
Martin White was flown in the A rmy 

Air Corps BN -2T Islander AL 1s 

piloted by George Bacon and had 
brought along photograp hic 

evidence to prove it. Bob Wilson 
(left) took a great interest in this 

as he was responsible for the tea m 

at B -N that carried out urgent work 
for the MoD to get the Army Air 

Corps Defenders ready for 
deployment duri ng the first Gulf 

War in 1991.  

BNAPS Chairman, Bob 
Wealthy , met up with BNAPS 

Supporter Berend Weerda 
(right) who had made the 

journey from Belgium to be at 

ñIslander 50ò. 
Berend became involved with 

BNAPS through research into 
the life of his grandfather, 

Albert Weerda, who was the 

prospective B -N German Sales 
Agent  in 1966. Albert  sadly 

lost his life when the 
prototype Islander , G-ATCT, 

crashed in the Netherlands on 

9 November, 1966.  

Chris  Unitt came over 
from Guernsey for 

ñIslander 50ò. When Chris 

was a pilot with Aurigny Air 
Services in the late 1960s 

and early 1970s he flew G -
AVCN for some 6 or 7 

years.  
At ñIslander 50ò Chris was 
able to re -acquaint himself 

with his old ñofficeò by 
sitting in the pilotôs seat of 

the newly restored fuselage 
of G -AVCN. 

(Photo courtesy of Chris 

Unitt)  
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BNAPS Team members Clynt Perrot 
(left) and Charles Shiveral ran the 

reception and information desk at 
ñIslander 50ò. 

Clynt also found  time to make a video 
record of the event and has k indly 
put together the material for the 

ñIslander 50ò DVD that will soon be 
on sale to raise funds for BNAPS and 

the restoration project ï see page 12  

(Photo Bob Wealthy) . 

 

A view of the exhibition marquee 
showing part of the B -N heritage 

display stands. In the centre 
background is Christopher Balfour , 
who supported ñIslander 50ò by 

bringing along memorabilia about 
an earlier era of the Isle of Wightôs 

aviation heritage when  his father, 
Lionel Balfour, set up a cross 

Solent Air Service in the 1930s ï 

the Spithead Express.  

(Photo Bob Wealthy)  

A selection of Britten -
Norman memorabilia items 

was on show and attracted 

considerable interest.  

As an airfield user at Bemb ridge, 
the Hornets Model Flying  Club 

had a selection of its models on 
show. Thanks go to club Chairman 

Maurice Dyer for organising this 

and supporting ñIslander 50ò. 
(Photo Bob Wealthy)  
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I slander G -BEXJ, cur rently with the 

Channel Islands Air Search 
organisation based in Guernsey, 

represented the piston engine 
powered version of the Islander in the 

B-N Group fly past.  

(Photo Alan Saunders)  

G-GMPB represented  the latest BN -2 variant, 

the  BN-2T-4S Defender.  
This aircraft is fully equipped for surveillance 

missions and was originally delivered to the 
Manchester Police Authority.  

(Photo Alan Saunders)  

G-JSAT was the third aircraft in the 

flypast as an example of the  popular BN -
2T T urbine Islander variant. This aircraft 
had been given a new colour scheme for 

BN Groupôs Islander 50th  celebrations . 
(Photo Alan Saunders)  

The high spot for ñIslander 50ò on 
13 June was the first fligh t re -

enactment conducted by George 
Cormack in Cormack Islander 
Aircraftôs Islander G-BUBP. This 

aircraft had been flown down by 
George from his base in 

Cumbernauld earlier in the day. 
After a spirited take off the flight 

ended with an impressive 

downwind f lypast at high speed 
and ended with a perfect Islander 

short landing despite the blustery 
conditions ï thank you George 

you made the day . 
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Another aspect of the ñBritten-Norman Storyò was on show at ñIslander 50ò in the form 
of the prototype Norman Aeroplane Company Freelance, G -NACI, and the only example 
of a production Freelance, G -NACA. making a rare joint public appearance. T he 

Freelanceôs origins can be traced back to another of B-Nôs innovative designs, the BN-3 

Nymph that was first flown from Bembridge Airport on 17 May, 1969.  

 

 

BNAPS was pleased to welcome 

the arrival of Alex Norman in the 
Norman Aeroplane Company 

Free lance, G -NACA, the only 
production aircraft built.  

G-NACA is jointly owned by Alex 

Norman and Patrick Caruth. Many 
thanks go to Alex and Patrick for 

bringing their aircraft to ñIslander 
50ò to represent another facet of 
the ñBritten-Norman Storyò for 

ñIslander 50ò. 

Freelance prototype, G -NACI, is 
seen here on arrival f rom Sandown 

Airport piloted by Jim Birnie. Jimôs 
father was the chief pilot for B -N 

from the early days and flew 
Islander prototype G -ATCT during 

its test campaign. He also flew the 
BN-3 Nymph prototype, G -AXFB, 

during its flight testing and 

certification trials.  
G-NACA is now owned by Andr ew 

Kinnaird and is based at Sandown 

Airport . 

 

Another first flight that took 
place at Bembridge Airport was 

on 17  May , 1969 , when the 

prototype BN -3 Nymph. G -
AXFB, took to the air. Here a 

group of B -N s taff watch the 
Nymph taking off on this flight.  

(Photo BNAPS  Archive)  
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Thanks go to Simon 
Thomson for organising 
the display of restored 

military vehicles that 
added to the scene at 

ñIslander 50ò. 

All four members of the 1970s 

music group ñPseudo Footò 
participated in ñIslander 50ò to 

re -create the image of the group 
with a B -N Islander that was  on 

the front cover of their LP, 

ñIslandersò. The original 
photograph was taken by Brian 

Bradbury who was helped by his 
young assistant Ivan Berryman. 
Thanks go to Brian Bradbury  for 

coming a long to phot ograph the 
group  again, this time  in front of 

Islander G -AVCN. 

To round off a  memorable day 
the group had dusted off the ir  

amps and musical gear and 

played  a selection of  numbers 
from their 1970s repertoire.  

Thanks go to the group for 
entering into the spirit of 

ñIslander 50ò and making their 
unique contribution to the 

occasion.  

 

ñPseudo Footò group members in the  re -
crea tion of  the 1970s  LP  cover image are, left 

to right, John Freeman, Ann  Cave , Martin 

Cave  and John Howarth.  

(Photo Brian Bradbury)  

ñPseudo Footò in full swing at ñIslander 50ò.  

(Photo Bob Wealthy)  


