BNAPS News
November 2018
BNAPS News Vol 8 Iss 6– November 2018

Looking Ahead to 2019 and Looking Back

For our historic B-N Islander c/n 3 G-AVCN, 2019 will see the fully restored aircraft
emerge at the BNAPS Workshop near Ryde, Isle of Wight. As this issue of BNAPS
News is being made ready, the project is about to reach a critical milestone when the
wing is top coat spray painted. More information about the preparatory work is given
in the progress report section of BNAPS News on pages 3-10.
Whilst 2019 will be a momentous year for BNAPS, having taken a look at our B-N
history files it is worth recollecting several key B-N achievements some 25 and 50
years ago:
17 May 1969 - first flight of the
BN-3 Nymph, G-AXFB

4 August 1969 - first flight of the first
Islander built in Romania c/n 601, G-AXHY

15 September 1969 - delivery of
100th Islander, c/n 100,
G-51-35

17 August 1994 - first flight of the
Defender 4000 c/n 4005, G-SURV

Correction to FIGAS report in September 2018 BNAPS News
In the report about the recovery of a FIGAS Islander from Beaver Island (actually VPFBM not VP-FBO), the responsibility for the conduct of this operation was attributed
incorrectly to JLT Aviation. In fact the recovery was carried out by a team from FIGAS.
FIGAS Quality Manager, Kurt Whitney, was responsible for the recovery operation and
with FIGAS engineers, John McLeod and Martyn Smith, the Islander was successfully
dismantled and recovered back to the FIGAS base at Port Stanley where it is now
undergoing damage assessment in collaboration with technical support from B-N.

In this issue of BNAPS News:
VCN progress update and restoration review 2010-2018
Delivering Islanders in the 1970s;
Plus more news of Islanders and Trislanders around the World
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BNAPS Supporters Fund Raising Appeal – November 2018

2010

2018/2019

2016

Dear BNAPS Supporter,
Fund raising is still of critical importance to enable completion of the restoration work in
2018 and final assembly during the early part of 2019. Also we need to ensure safekeeping
of our restored Islander G-AVCN pending availability of a suitable place on the Isle of
Wight for it to be on public display.
The plan is to remain in the present workshop during 2019 to keep Islander G-AVCN under
cover. For 2019 the workshop will be re-arranged to provide more access for viewing, with
more opportunities at open days and pre-arranged individual and group visits. BNAPS must
raise sufficient income from fund raising initiatives, special events and merchandise sales
that will cover rent, insurance and other expenses.
If you wish to support the fundraising appeal please contact BNAPS by email
bob@bnaps.org.uk or Telephone 01329 315561. All donations large and small will be
gratefully received.
BNAPS sends all best wishes to Supporters Club members and friends for a happy
Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year,
Yours sincerely,
Bob Wealthy, Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
September 2018 – November 2018
1. Fuselage: Paul Thomasson has prepared a set of interior plastic window surrounds,
(see Pic 1). The pilot’s and passenger door trim panels are now ready for installation.
The surrounds and trim panel will not be fitted until an appropriate stage has been
reached in the final assembly process.
2. Wing: All structural work on the wing is complete and it is ready for painting. To
allow unrestricted access for painting it was decided to support the wing on two scaffold
tubes placed through the mounting structure for the main undercarriage leg- tubes.
These poles rest on four trestles, this will allow the wing support profile boards to be
removed and so make all areas of the wing accessible for painting.
Reinforcing plates were made up from heavy gauge aluminium sheet and they were
attached to the wing to transfer the weight onto the scaffold poles and the trestles (See
Pics. 2 to 7).
The engine nacelle boxes and the underside of the wing centre section were carefully
masked to avoid spraying in these areas (See Pics. 8 and 9).
Dust sheets have been used to screen all areas of the workshop, and the adjacent
business area’s storage space from overspray during the wing spraying operation.
3. Ailerons and Flaps: These items are painted and stored in preparation for trial
fitting.
4. Tail Plane, Fin, Rudder, Rudder Trim Tab: These items are painted and stored in
preparation for trial fitting (Pic 14).
5. Elevator: This item is now ready for spray painting.
6. Landing Gear: All tyres have been inflated to check for leaks and suspect valves
have been replaced. The condition of the inner tubes may be a cause for concern.
7. Engine cowlings and engine mounting structures: The engine mounting frames
and support struts have been painted by Patrick Gallagher ready for installation as part
of the final assembly process. The engine cowlings are awaiting spray painting but will
be trial fitted during the final assembly process and spray painted after this stage.
8. Miscellaneous Items: A number of wing to fuselage fairings have been cleaned up
and primed ready for top coat spray painting.
9. Top Coat Spray Painting and Finishing: See Item 2 above.
10. Missing Items List: Bryan Groves has continued to maintain the list as work
proceeds. The list has now been set up in a spreadsheet format for ease of
maintenance and distribution.
11. Parts Donations: A number of sought after parts have been donated to the
restoration project in the past two weeks for which BNAPS offers grateful thanks:
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1 A selection of exhaust system parts has been donated by George Cormack at
Cormack Islander Aircraft (See Pic. 16).

4.

2 Falklands Government Air Services’ Quality Manager, Kurt Whitney, was on a visit to
the UK and brought a number of useful parts. The parts are comprised of a no smoking
sign, circuit breaker panel cover, a pair of fuel tank filler caps, two engine driven
vacuum pumps, elevator trim tab drive rod, exhaust muffs and an exhaust system
section (See Pic. 17)

5.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
September 2018 – November 2018 (continued)
The following series of captioned photographs show the results of some of the work
undertaken in the last period:
Picture 1

Paul Thomasson has
prepared a set of window
surrounds ready for
installation.

Picture 2

Mark Porter and Bob Ward
fabricated and installed a
set of reinforcing plates
for the new wing support
stand arrangements.

Picture 3
The new wings support
arrangement consists of
two modified trestles
supported on wooden
beams and suitably braced
and located. The wing is
supported by a length of
scaffold pole inserted
through the wing. The load
is taken on the main
landing gear leg-tube
mounting structure.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
September 2018 – November 2018 (continued)
Picture 4

View of the lower surface
of the wing with the
support stands in place.

Picture 5

View of the upper surface
of the wing with the
support stands in place.

Picture 6

Close up view of the
port wing top surface
reinforcement plate
and the supporting
scaffold pole.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
September 2018 – November 2018 (continued)
Picture 7

Close up view of the
starboard wing upper
surface re-inforcing plate
and scaffold pole support

Picture 8

Section of wing around the
starboard engine masked off
ready for painting.

Picture 9

Centre section of the wing
masked off ready for painting
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
September 2018 – November 2018 (continued)
Picture 10

Wing to fuselage panel
assembly was etch primed and
is ready for top coat spray
painting.

Picture 11

Tail plane has been re-located
and, with the elevator, placed
under cover.

Picture 12

Ailerons have been relocated
and with the desk area have
been suitably covered to
protect them from over spray.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
September 2018 – November 2018 (continued)
Picture 13

Wing support trestles have
all been masked off.

Picture 14
Engine cowlings have been
covered. These items will
be spray painted at a later
stage as detail fitting work
is envisaged during final
assembly. Also the
cowlings are finished in a
yellow and red paint
scheme with black lining.
This activity will be phased
in with detail painting of
the fuselage as part of
final assembly.

Picture 15

Fuselage has been covered to
avoid overspray.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
September 2018 – November 2018 (continued)

Picture 16

Thanks go to Cormack
Islander Aircraft Ltd
and George Cormack
for donating a selection
of exhaust system
components to the
project.

Picture 17
Thanks go to FIGAS and
Quality Manager Kurt
Whitney for donating a
number of much needed
parts.
Kurt happened to be on a
business trip to the UK in
November and brought the
parts with him when he
made the 8000 mile
journey from the Falklands.

Picture 18

In preparation for VCN going
“live” in the near future,
Bryan Groves has acquired a
Red Box 24 Volt DC, 25 Amp
power supply, type RBP25.
Thanks go to Bryan for his
diligent research and
generous support in making
this equipment available to
the project.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
September 2018 – November 2018 (continued)
Work planned for the next period through to end of January 2019
1 Wing:
Install main landing gear leg tubes, oleos and axles.
Make support structure to turn wing through 90 degrees and interim supports pending
assembly to the fuselage.
Turn Wing through 90 degrees
Fit aileron and flap hinge bearings.
Trial fit ailerons and flaps.
2 Fuselage:
Install door internal trimming and continue other internal trim.
Apply cheat lines.
Trial fit tail plane and fin.
3 Elevator and Elevator Tab:
Complete detail fitting work, proceed with top coat spray painting.
4 Fin:
Apply Aurigny heraldic lion logos to both sides of the fin.
5 General:
Top coat spray painting of main landing gear fairings, engine cowling upper and lower
sections, wing to fuselage fairings, wing to engine cowling fairings.
Move fuselage to centre of the workshop.
Start assembly of wing to fuselage.

Latest News from BNAPS Workshop 23/11/18
All the preparation work for the start of wing spray painting has been completed. This
work involved giving the wing surface a light rubbing down and clean, masking off
unpainted areas and covering all other items, workbenches etc. to protect them from
overspray.
Also sheeting was installed in the
adjacent workshop area where decking,
timber, cladding and other materials are
stored. The need to create a ventilation
path when paint spraying was in
progress meant that there was a
possibility of overspray affecting this
outside area.
Spray painting will start on Monday 26
November and continue into the early
part of the week beginning 3 December.
Spray painting will be undertaken by Bill
Mason, who has carried out all the
spray painting work for the project. The
fuselage was spray painted at the
Harbour Farm workshop in 2014 and at
the Brickfields workshop in 2017, when
the tail plane, fin, rudder, flaps, ailerons
and engine nacelle fairings were
painted.

Bill Mason (left) visited the workshop in
August to discuss the wing spray
painting issues with Bob Wilson (right)
and Guy Palmer.

BNAPS offers sincere thanks to Bill for being so willing to help and agreeing to take on
the spray painting work for the project.
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VCN Restoration Review 2010 - 2018
Restoration progress reports have been the main purpose behind BNAPS News. The
first issue appeared in January 2011 and publication is now entering its ninth year.
As the restoration project is now entering the final assembly stage it is felt worth
taking a look at a pictorial sequence showing some of the highlights of the restoration
work from the time that VCN was surveyed and put into safekeeping in 2010 to date.
All images are from BNAPS Archive
March 2010 - VCN Survey

The dismantled parts of Islander G-AVCN in open storage were surveyed to assess their
condition regarding removal and transportation

July 2010 - Transport to Harbour Farm Workshop

With help from local haulier L. J. Bennett Islander G-AVCN was transported to the Harbour
Farm workshop near Bembridge Harbour.

Some of the team involved in the move (left). Later the recovered parts were installed in the
Harbour Farm workshop (right) and into safekeeping.
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VCN Restoration Review 2010 - 2018
January 2012 - Restoration Work Gets Under Way

Work on the fuselage got under way after much work had been done to redecorate the
workshop and install electrics and lighting.

Above left Damaged section of
the rear fuselage
starboard side was
repaired and reskinned.

Above right- floor
panels were removed
for access to under
floor frames. A new
floor was fitted later
on.

Above centre – the fuselage was positioned on its port side to allow removal of the corroded
belly skin (later recovered) and to enable access to de-corrode and replace deficient under floor
frames

Above - Paul Thomasson and Keith Winter repaired the under floor framing structure and then
refitted the 12 ft x 4 ft belly skin after it had been de-corroded.
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VCN Restoration Review 2010 - 2018
2013 – Fuselage reconstruction makes good progress

Above right and left and Below left – the refurbished belly skin is being installed.
Below right – Keith Winter working on the starboard door frame

Above right and left – the new floor is installed by Bob Ward (L) and Keith Winter.
Below left – control panel rebuild. Below right – Patrick Gallagher working on one of the doors

The first of two propellers refurbished
by Proptech was handed over to BNAPS
by Ali Mant (right) on 16 July 2013

Patrick Gallagher working on one of
the doors
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VCN Restoration Review 2010 - 2018
2014 – Tail Plane de-corroding, instrument panel and controls rebuild,
fuselage top coat painting

Jeni Gallagher removed old paint and
surface corrosion from the tail plane.

Bob Ward (i) and Guy Palmer adjust the
flight control cables in the fuselage roof.

Above right and left – Paul Brook installed the refurbished instrument panel.
Below left – Old paint on the rudder was removed by Jeni Gallagher (l) and Rita Edgcumbe.
Below right - Roger Young prepared the etch primed fuselage roof surface for painting.

Some of the restoration team with a selection
of restored components on view for the
Transport Trust Awards assessor’s visit.

Some of the restoration team with the
painted fuselage.
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VCN Restoration Review 2010 - 2018
2015- Fuselage doors and windows fitted, electrics installed, fuselage on
show at Islander 50. Space limitations at Harbour Farm workshop meant that
a larger workshop was needed for rebuild of the wing structure to proceed.

Bob Wilson refurbished and painted
the avionics bay cover.

Instrument panel after it was fitted out with
instruments and electrics and reassembled
by Bryan Groves and Paul Brook.

Fuselage on the move to Bembridge Airport
for “Islander 50”

Fuselage unveiled by Anne Medley at
“Islander 50”

BNAPS Supporter Tony Smart from Hitchin took
time out from his Isle of Wight holiday to help.

Pilots’ seats were re-upholstered.

Paul Brook completed installation of the
windscreens.

Roger Young helped to de-corrode the wing skins.
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VCN Restoration Review 2010 - 2018
2016 – Workshop Move from Bembridge to Brickfields at Ryde. Larger work
space enables wing re-construction to get fully under way

Fuselage and wing moved outside at
Harbour Farm for loading.

Wing was moved outside using modified
vertical stands fitted with castoring wheels.

Fuselage at Brickfields by Reynolds and
Read Ltd

Fuselage and wing were quickly moved
into the workshop at Brickfields

A pair of non-functional Lycoming
engines, built by Norvic Aero Engines,
was delivered in April, 2016.

The landing gear nose leg trial fit was
successful.

Mark Porter installing a new wing skin at a
key stage in the wing rebuild when the port
end section of the wing had been re-joined.
The end section had been removed when the
wing was transported to the UK in 2000.

Isle of Wight High Sheriff, Robin
Courage, visited the workshop in
June, 2016.
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VCN Restoration Review 2010 - 2018
2017/2018 – Awards presented, wing structural rebuild completed, flaps,
ailerons, fin, rudder and fairings refurbished and new internal trim made for
the fuselage. Preparation of the wing for top coat spray painting.

BNAPS was presented with the
Transport Trust Ron Wilsdon award by
HRH Prince Michael of Kent.

Guy Palmer re-skinned a damaged
section of one of the ailerons.

BNAPS was presented with an award from
WightAid by Geoff Underwood (second
right) and Steve Porter (left).

Fin, rudder, ailerons, tail plane, flaps and engine
nacelle fairings were top coat spray painted

Bryan Groves, assisted by Paul Brook
and Charles Shiveral, rebuilt the nose
and main landing gear oleo
assemblies.

Bob Wilson, assisted by Maurice Dyer,
rebuilt the end sections of the elevator and
installed replacement trim tabs.

Paul Thomasson made the fuselage internal
trim including these replacement door cards.

After much hard work and perseverance, involving
virtually all the restoration team, by mid-Summer
2018 the wing structure rebuild had been completed.
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Aircraft Delivery – Ferry Flights
The recent delivery flight of the latest new build BN-2T Islander, as outlined below, is a reminder of the
epic delivery flights in the early days of Islander production when 100s of deliveries were made by
ferry pilots flying singlehanded to destinations all over the world. In this issue of BNAPS News the
operation of Peter Nock’s company, West London Air Charter (WLAC) Ltd, is the subject of a feature
article which clearly illustrates WLAC’s contribution to the success of the B-N Islander.

Air Tetiaroa Islander F-OKKB Delivery Flight August 2018
New build BN-2T Islander c/n 2315, F-OKKB, for Air Tetiaroa departed the UK on 10 August, 2018 for
its long delivery flight to Tahiti. Crewed by Victorien Prunier and Adrien Rezer, the elapsed time for the
flight was 14 days and took 96 flying hours.

F-OKKB departing Solent Airport,
Lee-on-Solent, 10 August, 2018
(Richard Davies)

F-OKKB after arriving in Tahiti,
25 August, 2018
(Christopher Liau).

BN-2T Islander F-OKKB – Air Tetiaroa Delivery Flight Itinerary
1 Depart Lee on Solent (UK) 12:45BST 10 Aug. Arrive Olbia (Sardinia) 17:32BST 10 Aug.
2 Depart Olbia (Sardinia) 09:03BST 11 Aug. Arrive Heraklion (Crete) 14:31BST 11 Aug.
3 Depart Heraklion (Crete) 09:03BST 12 Aug. Arrive Medina (Saudi Arabia) 14:35BST 12 Aug.
4 Depart Medina (Saudi Arabia) 07:08BST 13 Aug 2018 Arrive Abu Dhabi (UAE) 12:52BST 13 Aug
- 48hr stop for 50 hr maintenance
5 Depart Abu Dhabi (UAE) 20:33BST 15 Aug. Arrive Ahmedabad (India) 04:07BST 16 Aug.– Stop
for refuelling only
6 Depart Ahmedabad (India) 06:03BST 16 Aug. Arrive Hambantota (Sri Lanka) 13:42BST 16 Aug.
- 24hr rest stop
7 Depart Hambantota (Sri Lanka) 03:32BST 18 Aug. Arrive Medan (Indonesia) 10:30BST 18 Aug.
8 Depart Medan (Indonesia) 02:04BST 19 Aug. Arrive Denpasar (Bali) 10:31BST 19 Aug.
9 Depart Denpasar (Bali) 00:56BST 20 Aug. Arrive Darwin (Australia) 08:01BST 20 Aug.
10/11 Depart Darwin (Australia) 23:12BST 20 Aug. Arrive Townsville (Australia) 06:01BST 21
Aug. - 24hr delay due to a refusal to refuel the aircraft and ferry kit at the airport
12 Depart Townsville (Australia) 03:08BST 23 Aug. Arrive Nouméa (New Caledonia) 09:18BST 23
Aug.
13 Depart Nouméa (New Caledonia) 10:05BST 23 Aug. Arrive Fua'amotu (Tonga) 05:45BST 24
Aug.
14 Depart Fua'amotu (Tonga) 14:02BST 25 Aug. – Delayed 6hr due to flight approvals. Arrive Faa'a
(Tahiti) 22:15BST 25 Aug.
With the delivery of new build BN-2T Islander F-OKKB, Air Tetiaroa now operates three BN-2Ts to
convey guests on a 20 minute flight from Tahiti’s main airport to the luxury Brando resort on the
Tetiaroa Atoll.
The other Air Tetiaroa BN-2Ts are c/n 2310, F-OKAB, and c/n 2142, F-OKGB (ex G-ORED) purchased
after being on lease from B-N.
To see Air Tetiaroa’s BN-2T F-OKKB in action try: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKrtxnCzfv8
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West London Air Charter and Delivery of B-N Islanders, Defenders and
Trislanders 1970 – 1985
From Peter Nock’s memoirs courtesy of the Nock family
West London Air Charter (WLAC) was established
by Peter Nock for delivery of aircraft world-wide.
In the 1970s and 1980s WLAC delivered over
three hundred B-N aircraft, Janet Ferguson
delivered about 140, Peter Nock about 40 and
the rest by other pilots including Peter’s son
Gerry Nock.
Destinations eastbound went as far as Tahiti and
Japan whilst westbound they went to a variety of
destinations between Alaska and South America.

1970
The next item on the programme in 1970 for
West London Air Charter (WLAC) was an
Islander which was the start of a very long
series of these deliveries. They totalled over
three hundred aircraft going virtually all over
the world. Eastbound went as far as Tahiti and
Japan whilst westbound they went to a variety
of destinations between Alaska and South
America. There was no question of doing them
all myself as at times we often had three or
four aircraft en route at the same time. Janet
Ferguson did about eighty, I probably did about
half that number and various pilots on contract
did the rest of them.
This first Islander was to go to Georgetown,
Guyana, and had been equipped with the
necessary cabin fuel tanks by Britten Norman.
Putting 4 x 40 gallon drums inside more than
doubled the range of the aircraft and meant
that if one could take the strain it was possible
to go for twelve hours, with normal reserves,
without refuelling.
On this first flight the longest leg from Quebec
City to Jacksonville took ten and a half hours.
All the aircraft going westbound had to go via
Iceland - and usually Greenland - as there was
no possibility, even with overload tanks, of
doing Shannon/Gander direct.

Peter Nock with his wife Sarah in Nepal
(Neil Harrison)

The Caribbean was all new to me and it was an
interesting experience going from the semidesert of Grand Turk in the Caicos to the
tropical forests of Trinidad and Guyana. Two
days off in Georgetown didn’t come amiss
whilst showing the new owner around his latest
purchase.
We had one amusing incident regarding the
meaning of the word ‘bird’ when he drove me
out to the airport one day. The road winds its
way through a swampy area which was alive
with a wide selection of beautiful tropical birds.
I commented on the “lovely birds” and got the
perfectly straight faced reply “Yes, but I have to
be very careful these days as I have just got
married again.”
About a week later Britten-Norman was on the
phone again. Neil Harrison, who was one of
their sales pilots, was about to do a tour of
some Mediterranean countries and the Middle
East as far as Pakistan. He had never flown
outside Europe before and it was agreed that I
should airline out to join him in Beirut, after he
had finished in Europe.

Islander c/n 158 G-AXYP, was delivered to
Australia in 1970 (BNAPS Collection).
The first demonstration was to be in Baghdad.
Various bodies, mostly in uniform, came to look
at the aircraft and we even took a party of
them down to Basra for lunch. No one seemed
to take any great interest and the following
morning we set course for Teheran. As we
were approaching the Iran border, Baghdad

Islander c/n 148 8R-GDJ, the first Islander in
Guyana (Dinah Hooker)
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control called us up to say we should return
immediately. Neil’s face lit-up and he said,
“You see they are interested after all.” Noting
the controller’s tone of voice it sounded more
like an order than a request. My feelings were
not quite as optimistic.
There was certainly a party in uniform to meet
us on the ramp at Baghdad, only they hadn’t
come to assess the Islander with a view to
purchase. Someone high up had the idea that
we were on a spying mission. They almost took
the aircraft apart and were trying to look up the
undercarriage
legs,
also
opening
every
inspection panel looking for cameras. After a
few hours we were declared ‘clean’ and allowed
to leave again for Teheran. Iran was fine and
we even managed to include Esfahan with a
visit to the Blue Mosque. From there the sales
tour continued through Bahrain, Abu Dhabi,
Karachi, Rawalpindi and back to Karachi for yet
another demo before delivery to Sydney.
We, or more accurately Neil, had been fitting
and removing the ferry tank installation quite a
number of times. My part in this had been
strictly limited to plumber’s mate and in the
heat of mid-summer this was the better part of
the job. After some of his longer spells inside
the aircraft Neil came out looking as if he had
been under a shower.
After the final reconnection of the ferry fuel in
Karachi, Neil returned to the UK leaving me to
finish the delivery. As the ferry fuel system
was only a two drum, as opposed to the
standard four, there were rather more landings
than might have been expected. First stop
Delhi,
then
Dacca
for
a
very
brief
demonstration flight after which it was a
straight uninterrupted ferry via Bangkok,
Singapore, Bali, Darwin, Mount Isa, Charleville
to Bankstown which was the general aviation
terminal field for Sydney. Once again my luck
was holding good.
The next thing was a call from Tony Thackerah
who was the British based agent for the
Islander dealers in Japan. The deal was soon
all agreed except that one small snag emerged
- the Japanese didn’t want a woman pilot. This
clearly put Janet out and I was tied up with
other things.
Over the years we had received a fairly steady
stream of letters from pilots looking for work now seemed a good time to look up some of
the more recent applications. One of the first
ones I contacted was John Lambert. His c/v
was good but obviously I wanted to meet the
man. In response to my question “When can
you come and see me?” his immediate
response was “I’m in Cheltenham, you are near
Gatwick, I can be with you on my motor-bike in
three hours.” Such enthusiasm was good to
see and in effect he had more or less got the
job before he got to Copthorne.

John was an ex-RAF Transport Command
captain on Hercules and was the first of a long
series of recently retired short service
commission pilots wanting any temporary work
available.
Most came from Transport
Command,
though
there
was
one
ex
Fighter/Strike Command one who had been on
Hunters and Javelins.
Their training and
consequent basic mentality soon showed up in
such small matters as the amount of safety
margin fuel required on any sector. There was
one occasion when on checking fuel bills I found
the ex fighter pilot had uplifted one hundred
and fifty-six gallons in Luxor. The fuel capacity
of this Islander was one hundred and fifty-six
gallons!
My next trip was another Islander to Sydney
when for various reasons I tried a new
routeing. From Rome to Ankara, Teheran and
Karachi. It was approaching the end of the
monsoon in northern and central India and it
seemed an idea to run south from Karachi to
Madras, thus going through the rain belt at
right angles instead of ploughing through it all
the way to Calcutta and then continuing with it
through the Bay of Bengal.

Islander c/n 152, G-AXWS, was one of the
aircraft delivered to Sydney (BNAPS Collection).
It worked out quite well but it’s a long way over
the water without much in the way of aids from
Madras to Penang - over ten hours in fact. The
next leg to Bali was even longer and then it was
the same as before to Sydney. After that came
another Sydney which, for some obscure reason
which escapes me now, started from Teheran.
To make a change from Islanders there was
another WWH Beaver from Benghazi back to
the UK in November. The last flight of the year
was again with an Islander for Indian
Explosives to go to Delhi. This time there was
no question of Christmas at home as we only
reached Naples on Christmas Eve. The owner’s
pilot, Gupta, was with me as once again it was
the old story that although he was an
experienced pilot he’d never flown outside
India.
We spent a fairly dull Christmas day in Naples
as aviation was virtually dead that day. The
town itself was in much the same state, except
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when all the local kids started letting off
fireworks around sunset.

delightful few days going over the old route to
India, then diverting up to Kathmandu where
we were to be based for the week.

Islander c/n 606, VT-DYZ,was one of the aircraft
delivered to India Explosives (BNAPS Collection).

Islander c/n 145, G-AYBI, stopped off in Nepal
on its way to Australia (BNAPS Collection).

On Boxing Day the weather wasn’t much better
and it was Gupta’s turn to fly. Not only did he
not know Europe but he couldn’t have looked at
a map. The cloud base was less than 1,000’
and after take-off he was all set to point
towards the Apennines and climb into cloud.
After sorting this one out I decided to do most
of the flying unless it was strictly VFR. We
didn’t try going through Turkey but had the
annoyance of a compulsory landing in
Damascus. I have never found out whether
they were scared of spying eyes or just wanted
to collect the trifling landing fee in foreign
currency.
On one of my many visits to Beagle at
Shoreham I had bumped into John Perera, the
sales manager of Heli Orient in Singapore. It
now turned out to have been a very fortunate
meeting as they had been recently appointed
agents for Britten-Norman. The demand on
this twenty five mile island must have been
very limited but their area also included
Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines. This
last alone purchased seventy aircraft in one
contract. It seems no exaggeration to say we
now had a good grip on the Far East. B-N
themselves seemed to sell direct to India, the
Middle East and most of Africa. We were going
to be very busy.

Flying into Lukla could hardly be described as
routine. The grass strip is 8,500’ up, about 400
yards long and slopes at a considerable angle.
Near the top end is a small stone hut and a
prayer flag which are the only signs of human
visitation. Getting in and out are touchy, as at
the top end the mountains rise in a series of
huge rock slabs, probably up to 20,000’, while
at the bottom end there is a near vertical drop
of perhaps 2,000’ into a gorge. It’s not a place
to get it wrong, as evidenced by the remains of
a Twin Pioneer and something else which might
have been a Pilatus Porter.

View of the air strip at Lukla from Islander GAYBI (Neil Harrison).
Neil went out the first day with a Nepalese pilot
and then took me on the second day. His
reasoning was that it would be as well to have
me checked out on the place in case he went
sick. Fortunately perhaps it was possible to
make only one flight a day in the morning. It
had to be fairly early when the natural cold
down draft off the mountain gave an into wind
landing uphill. One then waits around for take
off until the wind drops or becomes an uphill
wind due to diurnal heating.
The most vital item of the briefing, which I can
well remember, was “Whatever happens don’t
get too low on the approach or you will never
be able to regain height out of the gorge.”
Naturally there was no way of getting any
altimeter setting at Lukla, which wasn’t too vital
as it wasn’t likely to be very different from

1971
Then it was back to the Islanders. First thre
was one to Bombay and then the next one to
Sydney, but with a difference.
BN had
arranged with the Australian dealers that the
aircraft would be used for a seven day
demonstration in Nepal on the way out. Neil
was going to be doing the sales part, which
consisted almost entirely of making one round
trip a day, for the benefit of the International
Everest expedition, between Kathmandu and
Lukla - near the Everest base camp.
Neil was going to be airlining out to Nepal to
meet me so I had in effect a free week there.
This seemed an ideal opportunity to take Sarah
for a short break. So Sarah and I had a
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Kathmandu. None the less as a double check it
was routine to fly across the touch down end of
the strip at right angles, at nought feet to note
the height. We then climbed up seven or eight
hundred feet to make a circuit. Once on final
approach it was hard to believe that we weren’t
too high.
This optical illusion is no doubt caused by the
steep slope of the landing strip as opposed to a
normal flat one. On short finals we were down
to 8,500’ and then the down draft struck us.
With both throttles wide open we successfully
made it onto the beginning of the grass strip.

twenty miles which was grossly overloaded with
both humans and animals, and then the lunch
in the village. This was at a roadside ‘cafe’
where lunch for two cost about ten pence.
The holiday - correction demonstration tour was finally over. Neil went back to the UK the
easy way whilst I set forth for Sydney. Sarah
came with me as far as Calcutta and then
airlined home, after which I was on my own
again.
A French registered Islander made a change
and this one was destined for New Caledonia,
though for some obscure reason it had to go via
the agents in Sydney. It was now July and the
middle of the Indian monsoon so I decided once
again to plough through it north to south from
Karachi to Bombay and Columbo, which worked
out with the minimum of pain.

Welcoming party at Lukla after the arrival of
Islander G-AYBI (Neil Harrison).
Unloading was no great feat as none of the
packages, supplies for the Everest base camp,
were particularly large or heavy. The proportion
of the load that was beer was amazing. Even
Don Whillan’s legendary thirst had been taken
into account.
It was then simply a matter of hanging around
admiring the scenery, and waiting for the wind
to change.
As we were getting ready for
departure an American girl with two Sherpas
turned up asking for a lift back to Kathmandu.
It may not have been technically legal but they
weren’t going to be too worried about sitting on
the floor, even if they hadn’t got any safety
belts.

Islander c/n 626 delivered via Australia for New
Caledonia as F-OCQH (BNAPS Collection).
After the prescribed stop in Sydney I went up
the coast to Coolangatta on the coastal strip
known as the Gold Coast. It’s a very popular
Aussie holiday resort but in mid-winter it was
dead. At least there was no problem finding a
room in one of the few open hotels. Going onto
the beach and seeing the Pacific breakers
crashing onshore very quickly put any idea of
swimming out of my mind. Half an hour to
Brisbane next morning followed by five and a
half to Tontouta finished that trip off.By this
time we were running a steady stream of
Islanders to Singapore and Sydney and it was
always a question of scheduling Janet and
others to meet the programme.
I see from my logbook that just before leaving
with Heron CF-XOK, I brought the first of the
Prinair Herons from Coventry to Fairoaks for
tanking. Janet then took it to Montreal, leaving
it there for a couple of days until I had arrived
at Gimli and could finish the delivery. She
meanwhile had returned to UK for another
Islander. It was all getting fairly involved but
somehow the aircraft seemed to get to their
destinations without much delay.
The Prinair Herons all ended up in Opa Locka,
where they had their major overhaul base
although their operations were all out of San
Juan. John Thornton, an Englishman, ran the

Islander G-AYBI departing from Kathmandu
(Neil Harrison).
After this Sarah and I had a very pleasant few
days sightseeing and finished up with a minimini trek to a hut about 10,000’ from where it
was reported one could see the sunrise on
Everest. Apart from being nearly frozen stiff in
the hut overnight two other things stick in my
mind.
First we took a local bus for about
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engineering side which included the fairly major
operation of re-engineering with continentals.

eighteen hours, or a safe range of around 2,000
miles. Exactly how overweight that would be
on take-off I didn’t enquire too closely.
The first late start easy day was to Ajaccio.
Next day it was nearly eleven hours to Cairo,
then on to Entebbe and Mombasa. After that
eight hours to the Seychelles and nine to Gan in
the Maldives. Gan was an RAF staging post,
normally not available to civil operators but a
contact in MOD Sales soon sorted out that
permission. After all, it was a military aircraft
sale and just the type of thing that the MOD
wanted to encourage.
It would no doubt have been possible to
make it direct from Gan to Penang non-stop in
about fifteen hours, but that seemed too much
of a good thing and I took the easy way out
with a short day to Colombo followed by eleven
hours to Penang. The aircraft was in Singapore
by lunchtime on Christmas Eve. Everyone was
happy.

As a change from delivering Islanders WLAC flew
a number of Prinair Herons to Florida
(BNAPS Collection).
When the next Japanese Islander came up I
took a rather firmer line on the attitude that
they didn’t want a female pilot.
Tony
Thackerah supported me and we managed to
persuade the Japanese that their aircraft would
be quite safe in Janet’s hands. On her arrival
they actually gave her a great reception with
the full treatment, including flowers from the
British Air Attaché. Janet was apparently the
first woman commercial pilot and so got a lot of
media coverage. Good publicity for them and
from then on there was no question of seeking
their agreement about Janet - they almost
insisted that she must be the pilot.

1972
Activity this year started on New Year’s Day
with an Islander for Bahrain. For getting to
Bahrain the Islander didn’t need to have cabin
tanks fitted which meant a few extra landings,
but that was still a lot more economical than
fitting tanks. When approaching Corfu for the
third landing we noticed another Islander on a
parallel course about half a mile away. It was
Janet. Her aircraft was tanked and after joining
the circuit at Corfu we didn’t see her again
(Editor’s note: It is thought likely that Janet
Ferguson’s Islander was c/n 629, G-AYJK, which
left Bembridge the day before, also on delivery
to Gulf Air).

Defender c/n 235, 9V-BDT, was delivered to Heli
Orient in Singapore (BNAPS Collection).
In the latter part of November John Perera was
on the phone to say they had a Defender
(military style Islander) coming up in early
December and that it was absolutely essential
that the aircraft was in Singapore before
Christmas. Normally that would have been no
problem but in this case the normal route was
blocked due to another India/Pakistan war.
Both countries were tight shut for all transient
flights. John realised this presented difficulties
and his final words were, “I must have it by
Christmas. I don’t care whether you bring it via
the Aleutians or Russia or China. Just get it
here and send in your account.”
Actually it wasn’t quite as bad as it sounded.
Besides the wing tip tanks it also had 2 x 50
gallon tanks on wing pylons. We then put in
the normal cabin tanks of 4 x 50 gallons which
meant ending up with an endurance of about

Islander c/n 628, G-AYJJ, was delivered to
Bahrain for Gulf Air (BNAPS Collection).
After dropping Tony in Nicosia the next stop
was Badanah. This is one of the two main
pumping stations on the Trans Arabian Pipe
taking oil from Dhahran to Tripoli. Like most of
the smaller airports in Saudi Arabia they didn’t
require paperwork or provide the general hassle
which one found all too often at Jeddah and
even Dhahran.
After handing over the Islander in Bahrain it
was airline to Kuwait to pick up a Canadian
registered Heron destined for Gimli. Knowing
that Kuwait was “dry” I didn’t make the mistake
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of carrying any refreshment. It looked like
being a dry night but my host there proved me
wrong once again. He had one of the beststocked private bars I have ever seen in an
apartment.
The year ended up with another double. The
initial half was the first of the BN Trislanders
which at least made a change even if it wasn’t
all for the better. Stretching an aircraft like this
by a considerable amount seldom seems to
work. Sixteen seats instead of ten may be
good for some operators, but even with the
extra rear mounted engine the short field
performance was not up to the Islander’s. For
us it meant a modified ferry fuel system of six
drums instead of four.
The actual range for ferry purposes was much
the same. Ajaccio to Nicosia in nine and a half
hours and Calcutta/Kuala Lumpur in eleven and
a quarter gave long days.
After Darwin I
decided to go via Alice Springs to see if the
Heron for the return journey really was going to
be ready.

hundred and seventy. They may have been
short of fuel but they weren’t short of airfields.
Besides the municipal airport there were also
two private landing strips. It seems two were
necessary as the resident owners of the two
aircraft there weren’t on speaking terms.
Next day started with a short flight to Cobar to
take on a few more gallons. Again the place
was totally deserted but fuel was no problem.
On the parking area was a fuel pump such as
one might see at any English petrol station. It
was a case of help yourself and leave the
details of your credit card, and number of
gallons uplifted, in the box on top.
After a quick hand-over in Bankstown it was
straight back to Alice Springs next morning
where the Heron was more or less ready. This
was one of the older models with only three
hundred and ten gallons, which meant that
Darwin to Bali might be stretching one’s luck a
bit. To avoid this I made the first refuelling at
Hall’s Creek and then to Port Hedland. It would
have been a shorter distance to go via Derby
(pronounced as it’s spelt) but for some reason
which I can’t remember, that wasn’t possible.
Again the familiar Islander route Bali to
Singapore was too far and so it was necessary
to dog-leg through Djakarta. After that it was
then plain sailing as far as Karachi where
misfortune struck in the form of a starter failure
on the No 3 engine. Getting a new one would
obviously take an age and I decided on making
a three engine take off, and then starting the
fourth one in the air by the airflow over the
propeller in coarse pitch. It worked fine and
the prop actually started turning just before
becoming airborne.
As I should only be using major airports with
long runways it looked as if there wouldn’t be
any problems through to the UK. There weren’t
through Dubai, Kuwait, Damascus and Nicosia
to Athens. At one of these places the controller
called me up as I was getting on the runway to
say “Do you know your No. 3 engine has
stopped?” I was able to tell him that it had
never started.
The forecast weather over Italy was very bad,
but an exceptionally helpful controller in Athens
pointed out that over Yugoslavia it was good
and they could probably get me clearance for
Belgrade. Three hours later I was on my way.
It was very cold next morning in Belgrade, with
the temperature around freezing and the prop
on No. 3 did not start turning on take off - the
oil must have been very viscous. It wasn’t
going to be possible to clear the Alps on three
engines so after climbing to a couple of
thousand feet I put the aircraft into a dive. The
prop kicked over then again and eventually the
engine fired up. The last refuelling stop was
Strasbourg, which was no problem as the

Trislander c/n 322, G-BAFF, was delivered to
Bankstown, seen here in 1974 as VH-BGS with
Bush Pilots Airways (BNAPS Collection).
From Alice the next stop was Tiboburra south of
the Simpson Desert. I had received a good
briefing in Alice on the use of this quiet strip
which included “Before landing fly low over the
town as normally there is no-one on the field.”
The briefing had not included the danger from
kangaroos and soon after touch down I very
nearly collected one. Any solid contact must
have killed the ‘roo and it wouldn’t have done
the Trislander much good either, as it wasn’t
fitted with a kangaroo guard like all the cars in
the outback. Ten minutes later several cars
turned up to see which one of their friends or
acquaintances had arrived in the strange
looking beast.
The first snag to emerge was that they were
very short on fuel and would only let me have
enough to get to Cobar, which they knew had
plenty. Certainly they were full of apologies for
the lack of fuel and after a hair-raising ride into
town were as hospitable as any community
anywhere. Town is really rather a misnomer as
the total population of the place was two
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engine hadn’t got too cold in the course of an
hour. I landed at Gatwick on New Year’s Eve.
It had been a good year starting on January 1st
and finishing on December 31st. Certainly there
had been various short rest periods in between.

rupees into the country. This meant a taxi to
the bank in the centre of town. The banks
usually had long queues and even when we
reached the front it could take half an hour to
change traveller’s cheques into rupees. I have
seen three separate cashiers counting through
the stack of notes to be handed over. There
could be no question of taking in the cash,
illegally, as when payment was made to Indian
Oil they had to see the exchange receipt from
the bank and note the numbers. All in all it was
a fairly tedious stop.
Nagpur, with no paper work, came as quite a
relief and was a pleasant night stop. There
were no luxurious air-conditioned western style
hotels, but the local ones were fine and food at
the Taj Mahal was excellent. After that it was
back to the more normal run of things through
Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok and Penang.
Checking the expenses afterwards it had turned
out to be a successful experiment and many
more Islanders went to Singapore on standard
tanks over the next few years.

1973
In February it was Islanders again. B-N were
now producing them with wing tip tanks and I
decided to do a trial run without fitting the two
hundred gallons in the cabin. It was going to
mean a lot more landings but it would save the
expense of fitting tanks. It was quite simply a
case of economics and I decided to experiment
with one to Singapore. To do it to Australia
would not really have been feasible. With the
tanked aircraft it had normally been one flight
per day averaging around seven hours but this
time it was two a day. Just the same I was at
Karachi on the fourth day, after which the route
had to change considerably. To get to Calcutta
I had to go via Ahmedabad and Nagpur and the
former turned out to be a bit of a nightmare.

Islander c/n 325, G-BATK, was delivered to
Bankstown in May 1973 and is seen here as
N2000J with South Pacific Islands Airways
(BNAPS Collection).

Islander c/n 647, G-AZDN, was delivered to
Singapore in February 1973 (BNAPS Collection).
Ahmedabad is a listed international airport but
normally had very little traffic. The bureaucracy
was such that I (and all the other pilots who
followed this route) found that we couldn’t
make a turn round in less than three hours.
Customs had a mass of different, mostly
obsolete, forms to be completed, one of which
had clearly come straight from the docks
somewhere. It had such questions as gross
tonnage and draught fully loaded. The officials
were all most pleasant with tea forthcoming,
and that made it all the more difficult to try to
hurry them.
Indian Oil were quite efficient, except when the
tanker driver had gone to lunch or to see his
girlfriend or some such. They accepted a Mobil
credit card, which was convenient, but after a
year or so the system changed. No credit cards
and payment must be in US dollars in cash.
That wasn’t too bad except for the minor
inconvenience and risk of carrying large
amounts of dollars. Then the system changed
again. Payment had to be in rupees and it was
illegal to take more than about twenty five

The next item was an Islander to Sydney and
my only comment is that Karachi/Calcutta in
nine hours and Calcutta/Penang in ten, followed
by Penang/Bali in another ten make for fairly
hard work. Quite apart from the time in the air
it always seemed to take more than an hour to
get sorted out in the morning and the same
again in the evening.

Trislander c/n 349, G-BASA/VP-PAO, delivered
to Sydney March/April 1973 (BNAPS Collection).
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After that came a Trislander for Sydney with a
rather unusual snag on it at Bahrain. When
doing the pre-flight inspection that morning I
noticed that the whole exhaust manifold had
fallen off on one side. No doubt the piece was
decorating the Arabian Desert, but in any event
it was essential to clear this potential fire
hazard and get a replacement. After that it was
the same old route, except that after Alice
Springs I elected to give Tibooburra and Cobar
a miss and instead went via Leigh Creek on the
Trans Australian Highway.
Next came another Islander for Japan. Janet
wasn’t available so I decided to revisit the place
myself after a gap of some twenty years. It
was all fairly straightforward until I decided to
experiment with a new route through the
Philippines.
To cut down the distance to
Kagoshima I elected to use Laoag instead of
Manila and this was a mistake which we didn’t
repeat. Laoag, on the north west end of the
islands, was virtually derelict - both town and
airfield. Getting fuel was a major operation and
it was just as well that I was carrying a fair
chunk of US dollars cash as that was the only
sort of money they understood. Just how much
of it went to the fuel company and how much
was mislaid only they know. Japan had certainly
changed in twenty years and its westernisation
was not all for the better.

hadn’t received any weather from Darwin for
the last six hours.
Breakdowns in communication are not unknown
but on this occasion I decided to cancel for the
day and have a Christmas dinner at the hotel
and perhaps even do some swimming. As the
day went by news gradually began to come
through.
Darwin had been devastated by a typhoon.
Much of the town had been flattened and a
large proportion of the population were
subsequently evacuated.
At the airport the
damage was considerable and many of the
aircraft parked outside were wrecked.
The Darwin typhoon was big news in England,
and hearing that was where I should have
been, Sarah spent many anxious hours on the
telephone trying to get news of me, which she
eventually did from Oceanic Control.
I spent Boxing Day considering the situation
and getting what weather reports were
available. Apparently the typhoon had moved
away from Australia and on the following day it
seemed safe to go to Port Hedland. From there
it was a series of long legs to Alice, Sydney and
then direct to Christchurch over the South
Pacific/Tasman Sea. The winds were kind to
me and it was only just over eight hours with
tail winds of thirty knots.
It was a good ending to the year on New Year’s
Eve, after what had been one of the more
interesting and varied years.
1975
First came an Islander to Singapore followed by
a Trislander, also for Heli Orient. Both these
flights were on standard tanks with multiple
landings including Beirut. Then came another
Trislander for Bahrain, but by this time we were
using Cyprus again.

Islander c/n 344, G-BBDY/JA5218, delivered to
Japan in September 1973. It went to New
Zealand in December 1996 and is seen here as
ZK-PIY with Fly My Sky (BNAPS Collection).
1974
The last trip of the year was another Islander to
New Zealand, arriving there on New Year’s Eve.
It was all fairly straight forward up to Bali,
landing there on Christmas Eve. As usual, I
requested a forecast to Darwin for the following
morning and had a discussion with the met man
on the outlook. He wasn’t too happy with the
prospects as there was a large depression in
the Darwin area which could give heavy rain
and strong winds.
On getting to the Met Office next morning the
forecaster apologised that he hadn’t got the
forecast finished, as for some strange reason he

Trislander c/n 1004, G-BCNN, was delivered to
Singapore in February, 1975, and is seen here as
DQ-FCE with Air Pacific in Fiji (BNAPS Collection).
It wasn’t because the political problems were
resolved but simply because in the Greek part
of the island the old disused former RAF strip at
Larnaca had been brought into service. It was
good to be able to use Cyprus again as things
were becoming rather unsettled in Beirut.
One bright morning early in May, Trevor Ward
appeared on the front door step. We had been
old friends from his days with de Havilland and
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he was now a senior executive with Britten
Norman. “I was just passing by” he explained
“and thought I might as well drop in and give
you this cheque for the Islander which Janet is
picking up today for Dubai.” The cheque was
the full amount for the ferry, which was strange
as it was normally only half in advance - and I
often didn’t get that! No amount of pressing
invitation to coffee would lure him into the
house as he was in a great hurry.
Unfortunately nothing registered with me that
morning despite the fact that his remark of
“just passing the house” was extremely unlikely
to have been the case. I was scheduled out on
a short trip next day and it never occurred to
me to rush to the bank and cash the cheque.
By the time I got home the cheque wasn’t
worth the paper it was written on. B-N had
gone bust. The Islander was in Dubai.
A Kenting Islander from Weston Super Mare to
their base in Ottawa came next and despite the
headwinds went off in four days. I can see
from the times in my logbook that the average
ground speed was a hundred knots from
Prestwick to Reykjavik and again on to
Sondrestrom.

sunrise. On this morning the fog started earlier
than usual and I was having some difficulty in
following the taxi-way to the end of the runway.
Just before reaching the entrance to the runway
the tower called me saying that the visibility
was less than one hundred metres and the
airfield was closed.
My reply was that the
visibility was fine on my part of the airfield and
I was about to take-off. There was no reply to
that and while they were thinking about it I
took off.
It wasn’t difficult with the high
intensity lights at each side of the runway.
Perhaps I was more than a little economical
with the truth but there weren’t any
repercussions.
1979
After an air test on the Belgian registered 125
in Antwerp - my last flight on a 125 - another
Islander to Johannesburg came up.
It was nearly two years since I had actually
done an Islander delivery for any distance,
though I frequently picked them up from
Bembridge for tanking etc. when our other
pilots weren’t available, for one reason or
another. It certainly wasn’t that there had been
any shortage of Islanders.
Apart from the new ex-factory Islanders we had
been involved with quite a lot of used ones
going to their new owners. One of the more
interesting of these was a pair which Janet and
Iain Rae took from Blantyre to Lima. There had
also been a bunch of Islanders which had been
operating in Mauritania, which we brought back
for overhaul by Airwork at Hurn and in due
course returned to Nouakchot.

Islander c/n 9, C-FYZF, was delivered to Ottowa
for Kenting Earth Science in August 1975
(BNAPS Collection).
There followed a period of relative inactivity for
me with nothing much more than Islanders
from
Bembridge
to
Fairoaks
for
tank
installation, mixed in with the fairly continuous
stream of Cessnas for Rogers out of Reims.
The last flight of the year was an Islander for
Singapore. It had been with Mann Avionics for
installation of ferry radio but I elected to do this
one untanked. On Christmas Day I picked it up
from Fairoaks and let it sit at Gatwick until
Boxing Day to give me Christmas dinner with
the family. After that all went well as far as
Calcutta, where a minor snag caused a couple
of days’ delay.
At this time of year it was very common to
have early morning fog at Calcutta, which
normally started forming about an hour before
sunrise, then quickly thickened when the sun
came up and quite often closed the airfield for
several hours. When serviceable again I was
determined not to be delayed by the fog and
flight planned departure for an hour before

Islander c/n 854, G-BEWK, was delivered to
Johannesburg in November 1979 and is seen here
as ZS-KMD (Peter Smithson).
This one to Johannesburg went on schedule,
once again avoiding the Sudan (they were
probably out of fuel) and routeing via Djibouti,
whilst missing out Mogadishu. It was a fairly
easy week’s work and if seven days to South
Africa seems a long time, it doesn’t seem quite
so bad when you realise the actual flying hours
totted up are over fifty.
1981
The last flight of the year was to be another
double, when Alan Davidson elected to come
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with me again.
Outbound it was another
Islander for Heli Orient in Singapore, after
which they had a twin turbo prop Cessna to go
back to The States. The Islander was tanked
and had a permanent radio installation making
the other front seat available for one
passenger.
The whole trip went smoothly enough but a
nasty shock awaited us on arrival at Seletar
when we went into the hangar to find out the
situation on the Cessna. There was the aircraft
very much in pieces and with both engines
missing.
John Perera confirmed our worst
suspicions. There had been a change of plans.
The aircraft had been sold locally and was not
going anywhere in the foreseeable future.
However all was not lost. Heli Orient had also
sold a Citation II back to The States, for which
they had engaged an American pilot. He was
quite amenable to our joining him as far as
Gatwick. The aircraft was supposed to be ready
in two or three days, but as always on these
occasions it ended up being a week. Alan had
not seen Singapore before and I can’t say that I
found seven days there any great hardship.

replied, “You must remember that you English
taught us the system and we Indians have
perfected it!
Some years earlier, in 1976, I had another
good demonstration of the sense of humour, or
perhaps realism, of the Indians. It was at the
old terminal when I was night stopping with an
Islander which was stuffed with boxes of
aircraft spares. The customs man on duty said
he could either seal the aircraft or I could
arrange to unload the freight and put it in a
bonded warehouse overnight. There was no
question of which was going to be done - seal
the aircraft. We went out together and after
locking all the doors he applied seals over the
door handles. Rather foolishly I pointed out to
him that the way he had put the seals on did
not prevent the doors being opened without
breaking the seals. His reply was, “I have
sealed the aircraft. If you wish to unload all
those boxes you may do so.”

1982
Next came another of those crazy ones where I
covered far more distance positioning on the
airlines than moving the aircraft in question.

Defender c/n 477, G-BDJW/IN126, was one of a
number of this type delivered to India in 1976
(BNAPS Collection).
Next day both aircraft arrived in Cochin. Gerry
went straight back to England as he had to
work, unfortunately, while the remaining four of
us stayed on for three days while I did some
local flying with the Indian Navy pilots. After
that it was holiday time.

Islander c/n 289, which was taken from Miami to
Barbados for a demonstration, is seen here
earlier in its career in the UK as G-AZEH
(BNAPS Collection).

1985
Janet did the next four in as many months,
amongst other things. Then in July two
Islanders came up from Olympic Airways to the
parachute club at Peterborough.

It was an Islander in Miami to go to Guyana,
with a stopover in Barbados to demonstrate to
a potential customer. Demonstrate is perhaps
rather an exaggeration, as on arrival it turned
out that the interested party only wanted to see
the comfort, or lack of same, of the machine
and didn’t want to fly in it at all.
The first stop was St Croix, and if I hadn’t had
to go to Barbados I could probably have made
it to Georgetown direct. the chief customs
officer strolled over for a word - he must have
been the chief as the amount of gold braid on
his uniform would have been sufficient for an
Admiral of the Fleet. We had clearly crossed
paths before and he asked me how I liked
India. “Yes, mostly I like it.” Which was quite
true, adding “But you have far too much
paperwork at airports.” “Oh yes, Captain,” he

Islander c/n 621, SX-BBS of Olympic Airways,
was one of two Islanders flown from Greece to
the UK in July 1985 (BNAPS Collection).
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Janet and I collected them together and
although they had been battered around the
Greek Islands for many years they were still in
good mechanical condition, even if somewhat
scruffy in appearance. Again the weather was
perfect - even the Alps were cloudless and we
managed to cut the corner by doing Rome to
Geneva direct instead of the usual dogleg via
Nice and the Rhone Valley.
Ten days later the last of the Ethiopian Twin
Otters was ready. By this time Janet was on
her way to Australia with an Islander leaving
me with no option but to collect the Twin Otter.
There was no question of getting another of our
freelance pilots as only Janet and myself had
been cleared for the trips and issued with
Ethiopian licences. I hadn’t really planned on
this. Also it was not very convenient, as I had
fixed to join a Swiss Alpine Club meet at the
end of the month. Trans Atlantics were behind
me, or so I thought, and after about two
hundred crossings I was a little apprehensive.

My luck had been continuously good with a
minimum of horror stories, so perhaps it was all
stored up for this final flight. Mike Harper-Smith
met me in the Sheraton, Toronto, and we had a
good first day to Frobisher in nine hours, with
one refuelling in Matagami.
Next day even the light winds were favourable
and we made it direct to Reykjavik in eight and
a half hours. On the third day the winds were
again kind and it was direct to Biggin Hill in
seven hours. It was in fact a most amazing
crossing with virtually not a cloud in the sky all
the way from Toronto to Biggin Hill. Janet was
due back the next day and it was a happy man
who went to the Alps and left her to finish it off.
That turned out to be my last flight of any sort,
and I’m grateful to whoever looks after me for
forty five years of good luck - which had started
on day one when we emerged from cloud in the
middle of the Coventry balloon barrage.

Peter Nock – Founder of West London Air Charter Ltd.
Peter Nock joined the RAF in 1940 at the age of 19. He flew ten missions in Hampdens for Bomber
Command before being involved in a serious accident due to an engine failure on take-off. He
eventually recommenced operations, by which time he had been re-trained on Mosquitos, flying fifty
operations with 139 Squadron.
At the end of the war Peter obtained a ‘B’ licence but jobs were hard to find. After demob in 1946
Peter had worked for a charter company in Liverpool, flying Bristol Wayfarers, taken part in the Berlin
Airlift and ferried ex-military and other aircraft overseas. He founded his own company, West London
Air Charter Ltd., delivered a Dove to Japan and instructed on it there despite the language problems,
He made contacts wherever he could with various dealers and overhaul companies and flew on a
freelance basis for both Silver City and Dan Air. His ability to fly anything anywhere kept his
telephone ringing - not always as much as he would wish due to the competition - but as his
reputation grew so the work increased.
It is fair to say that Peter Nock and his West London Air Charter operations were a major influence on
the success of the Islander for B-N.

Janet Ferguson - Ferry Pilot Extraordinaire

Janet Ferguson is the unknown British woman pilot of the second half of the 20th century whose
aviation career, due to her modesty, is only coming to light now after her death in April 2007 at the
age of 78. Her logbooks show a total of 17,000 hours, mainly on light aircraft. Single, twin, three and
four-engined, she flew them all as a ferry pilot for the best part of 25 years, flying aircraft all over the
world, usually solo.
After leaving school, Janet worked for the BBC as a secretary when, in 1951, she had her first flying
lesson. Living at that time with her family in Higher Denham, Buckinghamshire, she joined Denham
Flying Club and ten months later was issued with her Private Pilot’s Licence.
The Women’s Engineering Society, of which Amy Johnson had been President, had set up a fund to
help women to become professional pilots. In 1955 an award of £150 was made to Janet to enable
her to gain an Assistant Flying Instructor’s Rating. On passing the flight test Janet started her
professional career as an instructor at Denham Flying Club in April 1956.
Janet had flown another 600 hours by the beginning of 1958 when her career became poised for a
real take-off. First of all, she upgraded her instructor’s rating from Assistant to Full and through selfstudy and a flight test gained a Commercial Pilot’s Licence. It was during that year that she met Peter
Nock and started ferry piloting with West London Air Charter Ltd. Janet’s flight log shows that she
ferried 121 Islanders, 6 Defenders, 11 Trislanders and 5 Turbine Islanders from 1970 to 1996.
It is planned to have more about Janet Ferguson in a future issue of BNAPS News.

Thanks go to Adele Stephenson for her assistance with the above biographical summaries
for Peter Nock and Janet Ferguson and access to Janet’s flight log.
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Postal Cover –Air Pacific Trislander DQ-FCC Delivery
Thanks go to Norman Hobbs for providing images of a postal cover for Trislander c/n 391,
G-BCJX/DQ-FCC. The Trislander was delivered in October 1974 to Fiji by West London Air
Charter for service with Air Pacific.
Norman has built up an extensive postal cover collection featuring flights of B-N aircraft
and some of these will be featured in BNAPS News from time to time.

Trislander c/n 1004 is seen here as G-BCJX when it appeared at the SBAC Farnborough
Show in September 1974 (BNAPS Collection).

Air Pacific Trislander c/n 1008, DQ-FCF
BN-2A Mk. III-2 Trislander c/n 1008, G-BCXW/DQ-FCE, was delivered to Air Pacific
at the end of June 1975 having been flown from Bahrain to Nasori, Fiji by Janet
Ferguson.
This Trislander eventually returned to the UK in July 1987 and was registered as
G-OCTA. It joined Aurigny Air Services in June 1991 and was later re-registered as
G-ITEX and then as G-RLON to suit the corporate colour schemes at the time.
Retired from service at the end of February, 2017, c/n 1008 was flown to Solent
Airport at Lee-on-Solent in April 2017 where Aurigny Air Services presented it to the
Solent Sky Aviation Museum at Southampton for eventual public display.
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1997 DH Chipmunk Round the World Flight Escorted by a
B-N Islander

On the theme of epic flights undertaken by B-N Islanders it is interesting to recall that in
May 1997 three Royal Air Force pilots, Squadron Leaders Tony Cowan, Ced Hughes and Bill
Purchase, set off on ‘Exercise Northern Venture’ with two DHC-1 Chipmunk T.10s,
accompanied throughout by Flying Officer Tony Severs and Dave Gill, Hunting Aviation
engineer, in the BN-2T Islander support aircraft c/n 2144, G-PASU. Dave Gill in the
Islander was the only pilot to fly the whole trip as the other pilots shared flying the
Chipmunks. The purpose of Northern Venture was to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
Chipmunk, and explore a possible GA route to North America across the Russian Federation.
.

BN-2T Islander G-PASU is seen here with the
two Chipmunks at London City before setting
off for the Northern Venture.

Islander G-PASU and the Chipmunks parked at
Cheyabinsk Airport, Russia, on 31 March, 1997.

Starting from London City Airport on 7 May,
1997, the flight routed east across Munster,
Berlin, Warsaw, the Baltic States and
Kiev/Moscow in Russia to the Bering Strait.
Then the flight went across Alaska and via
Toronto/Goose Bay, Canada to cross the North
Atlantic via Greenland, Iceland and the Faroe
Islands. The flight lasted 64 days and covered
16,259 miles, visiting 62 airfields on the way.
This was the first non-Russian air force to fly
across Russia from coast to coast, successfully
charting an air route for GA from Europe to
North America across Russia, and allowing its
comparison with the existing route across the
North Atlantic, Greenland and Canada. They
were also the first Western light aircraft to fly
in Russia east of the Ural Mountains.

Northern Venture Route

Northern Venture Postscript
One of the
Northern Venture
Chipmunk T.10s WP962 is now on
charge with the RAF Museum at
Hendon. Meanwhile BN-2T Islander
G-PASU has continued in operation,
In 1993 it was with Police Aviation
Services based at Staverton Airport.
It was exported to the USA in 2001,
where it now serves with the Florida
Keys Mosquito Control District as
N770FK (right).
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Islander c/n 316 Undergoes Major Overhaul in Vanuatu
Tony Deamer of Unity Airlines reports that Islander c/n 316, ZK-FVD, was originally acquired for
the engines. However, following the Air Vanuatu ATR 72 landing accident in September that
resulted in Unity Airlines Islander YJ-OO9 being severely damaged, a replacement was urgently
required. Islander c/n 316 is now undergoing an SB 190 overhaul together with major
refurbishment in preparation for entering service with Unity Airlines.

Above – view of the
work in progress
Right – belly skin and
floor beams after
treatment and repainting.

Above – under floor
beam structure after
removal of floor and
belly skin.

Images courtesy of Tony Deamer via facebook

Unity Airlines Trislander is Prepared for its Flight to Anguilla
Tony Deamer also tells us that his Unity Airlines Trislander c/n 1055, YJ-OO19, will be off to the
Caribbean soon. Tony decided that he would have to give up the battle of trying to get it
maintained under Part 43 as a 9 seat combi so it is to go to Anguilla Air Services in the Caribbean
where there is a Part 145 organisation ready to look after it and its full 17 seat capacity can be
utilised.

Views of Trislander YJ-OO19 in Unity Airlines maintenance hangar with a major check in
progress (Tony Deamer)
The Trislander c/n 1055 has flown only 7079.5 hours and with just over 10,000 cycles has years
of life left in it yet. It was the last of the type delivered out of Bembridge in 1984 when it went to
the Botswana Defence Force as G-BEPJ/OE1.
After a spell in Zimbabwe the Trislander went to Interisland Airways in Greece and at the end of
2008 was acquired by Tony Deamer Unity Airlines. Tony and other crew members then made an
epic 82 hour ferry flight to bring the Trislander from Greece to Vanuatu. Some video of this flight
can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhN6mTCbFFs
Video of Trislander YJ-OO19 operations in Vanuatu can be viewed here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xD91PxmxlsQ
Latest report from Tony Deamer at the end of October is that having left Vanuatu, the Trislander
is stuck in Apia, Samoa, until an engine problem is resolved. Unfortunately Tony ended up in
hospital there after he fell of a rented scooter and broke his leg. BNAPS sends best wishes to Tony
for a speedy recovery and the best of luck for the delivery flight to Anguilla.
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Ben McGilvray’s Islander Rescue, Cape York, Australia
Ben McGilvray at Cape Air Transport, a charter operator serving the islands in the Torres Straits
from Cape York, Australia, reports about an abandoned Islander that has been saved from just
sitting and rotting. The Islander is c/n 421 that was at one time with The Missionary Aviation
Fellowship as VH-UBN and later with Aero Tropics, Cairns, and later with Torres Strait Air as VHWZK. It was built in 1975 and originally registered as G-BCSF.

Islander c/n 421 as VH-WZK in the colours
of Torres Strait Air (Martyn Cartledge).

Islander c/n 421 is seen here being
dismantled (Ben McGilvray)

Initially it was purchased for spares, but Ben says that it looks too good to totally scrap so will
possibly become the next workshop project and provide parts to keep Cape Air Transport’s five
other Islander aircraft should enable faster service turn arounds if exchange components are
needed.

Islander c/n 421 on its way to Cape Air
Transport’s base at Cape York
(Ben McGilvray).

Parts of the Islander stored at Cape
Air Transport’s facility, Cape York
(Ben McGilvray).

The future prospects for Islander c/n 421 and more about Cape Air Transport’s Islander fleet and
operations will be reported in BNAPS News as more information becomes available.

New Zealand Islanders on the Move
25 September, 2018 marked the end of an era at Milford Sound Scenic Flights with the
sale of the last three of their Islanders. They were purchased from new by Mount Cook
Airlines to fly the Milford route and became a part of the fleet in 1993.
Four of Milford Scenic Flight’s seven Islander fleet were sold in 2013: ZK-ZQN c/n 2197,
and ZK-MFN, c/n 2168, went to Australia and ZK-MSF, c/n 2037, and ZK-TSS, c/n 2043,
went to Germany. The last three Islanders are; ZK-DBV, c/n 164, ZK-MCE, c/n 724, and
ZK-MCD, c/n 719. They will soon join a new operator in Fiji.
The last three Milford Scenic
Flights’ Islanders are seen here
on the left lined up in front of
the hangar at their
Queenstown home base.
On the right the Islanders have
a dramatic view of the local
scenery in the background
(Mike Condon).
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New Routes for New Zealand Islander Operator Fly My Sky
Fly My Sky operates between Auckland and Great Barrier Island and said there was a gap in the
market for cheaper flights to Northland. The flights would compete with Air New Zealand by
offering cheaper flights to Whangarei. Whangarei is in the scenic Northland region of New
Zealand's North Island. The area is popular with tourists and is home to the Whangarei Falls.

Aerial view of Whangarei Airport
Fly My Sky Islander ZK-EVO, c/n 785, in the
latest colour scheme (S Lowe).
Fly My Sky is a family-owned airline that has operated for 38 years and currently has a fleet of
four Islanders. Chief executive and co-owner, Keith McKenzie, wanted to expand and Whangarei
looked like the perfect place to start, "We believe that there is not the level of service for the
public up there. There were gaps in Air New Zealand's Whangarei schedule and Fly My Sky
intended to fill them. Fly My Sky fares would start at $99 one way with a 23kg bag.”
It is planned to begin with two return flights a day from Monday to Friday, but could expand to
four if demand was strong. Fly My Sky's Whangārei service will start on 23 October. Recent
reports have indicated that the take up has been slower than expected but Keith McKenzie
remains confident that the new service will meet his expectations.

INCAS Islanders Feature in Bucharest International Air Show
The Bucharest International Air Show in July featured an extensive and varied line up of aircraft
with a significant participation of fast jets. In contrast the Romanian Aerospace Research Institute
INCAS fielded a formation flight of three Islanders to open the show and also to make a second
appearance later in the day. INCAS chief pilot, George Cristescu, had inspired the Islander
formation and after several practice sessions all was then ready for the air show
Right – INCAS
Islanders
YR-BNR, c/n 824,
YR-BNM, c/n 808,
YR-BNN, c/n 804,
at Bucharest
International Air
Show 2018
(Daniel Maracine)

Above – INCAS Chief
pilot George Cristescu
(r) conducting a preflight briefing at one
of the formation
practice sessions
(George Cristescu Via
Peter Smithson)

Left – Closer view of
INCAS Islander YR-BNM at
the Bucharest
International Air Show
2018
(Maverick737).

By all accounts the appearance of the “venerable” B-N Islander was very welcome – any chance of
seeing something like this in the UK?
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Museum of Army Flying Islander AL.1 ZG993
Thanks to Museum of Army Flying workshop volunteer, Ben Cartwright, BNAPS Chairman was able
to visit to the museum workshop and store on 24 October. Ben gave BNAPS an update on the
project to upgrade the museum and the work ahead to re-assemble Islander AL.1, ZG993, c/n
2202, ready for installation in the new exhibition area that is due to open in 2019.

Islander AL.1 ZG993 in storage (left) and a view of the instrument panel (right).
Islander AL.1 ZG993 was deployed to Jubayl, Saudi Arabia during the 1990/1 Gulf crisis. Whilst
there it was painted in Desert Sand colours and named "Pinky". Its return to the UK in May
1991 was reported in B-N’s Approach newsletter, Issue 9, Summer 1991, as below:

Loganair and the Electric Islander
Recent media reports revealed that Loganair aspires to become the first commercial carrier to
introduce electric aircraft. The concept is based on an electric powered conversion of one of their
Islanders and it is hoped that it will make the 90-second trip between Westray and Papa Westray in
Orkney on electric power within three years. That would beat bigger rivals such as Easyjet, which
has targeted 2027 for the launch of an electric fleet.
Loganair is working with Bedfordshire-based Cranfield Aerospace on the project. Paul Hutton, chief
executive officer of Cranfield, told the BBC Scotland News Service: "We have been looking into new
propulsion technology to make aircraft more environmentally friendly. The challenge is getting the
technology into a place that's suitable for commercial service.”
It will be interesting to see how the idea develops………………………………….
"Very short flights is where the idea came from.
35 There are also a huge amount of renewables in
that part of the country."

BNAPS 2019 Desktop Calendar Now Available
BNAPS 2019 desktop calendar is back in the usual fold out
CD case format. The calendar‘s theme is “The B-N
Islander’s Island” and features 12 selected images of
Islanders and Defenders in flight over various parts of the
Isle of Wight.
The coastline and countryside of the Isle of Wight provides
a wide range of backgrounds for the aerial photographer
and these have been used to good effect over the years for
a large number of B-N publicity photographs.
B-N has kindly given permission for use of the images in
the BNAPS 2019 calendar.
The calendar is available at £5.00, post free in the UK,
order your calendar by contacting: sales@bnaps.org.uk

BNAPS Sales Catalogue 2019 Edition
Please contact Rita Edgcumbe at BNAPS Sales to if you would like to receive the
latest catalogue by email: sales@bnaps.org.uk
BNAPS on the Internet - information about BNAPS, including back issues of BNAPS
News, can now be found from the following link: www.bnaps.org.uk

More BNAPS Supporters Needed
If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of someone
who would be interested in joining please pass on contact
details to our BNAPS Membership Secretary, Rita
Edgcumbe at sales@bnaps.org.uk
The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:
“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of
Britten-Norman through member donations and to provide
assistance with the day-to-day operations of the charity”
Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage is
welcome.
As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with
B-N Group from time to time, as a charitable trust BNAPS
is an independent organisation.

Forthcoming BNAPS Events
BNAPS 2018 Christmas Meal Friday 14 December at
Fox’s Restaurant, Bembridge
Further Wight Aviation Heritage Tours are planned
for 2019 when visitors will be able to view Islander
G-AVCN either nearing completion or later on fully
assembled
If anyone needs more information about BNAPS activities and
what is happening please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Season’s Greetings and All Best Wishes for a
Happy and Prosperous New Year to BNAPS
Supporters and Friends
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BNAPS
BNAPS is a Registered Charity,
No. 1100735, set up to
"preserve the history and
aircraft of Britten-Norman with
the support of members’
subscriptions, sponsorship and
donations"
BNAPS registered address is:
7, William Close
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ
Trustees are Peter Graham,
Bob Wilson, Guy Palmer and
Bob Wealthy.
Bob Wealthy is currently the
Trust Chairman.

How to contact BNAPS:
Email:
bob@bnaps.org.uk
Telephone: 01329 315561
Post:
BNAPS (Dept NL)
c/o
7, William Close,
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ.

