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B- N Islander Stars in New James Bond Film 

ñSpectreò 

 

 

BNAPS News  

November  2015 
BNAPS News Vol 5 Iss 6 ï November 2015 

Bembridge Airportôs Propeller Inn to Closeï  
End of an Era  

  
 

 

 

From recent local press reports it is now known that the h istoric Propeller Inn at 
Bembridge Airport will be c losing at the end of November . Helen Blake and Dave 
Edwards (the Hobbitt) have given unstinting support to BNAPS over the past 5 o r 

more years for which we are extremely grateful ï for more on this see page 2.  

It is remarkable that 50 
years on from the first flight 

of the prototype the B -N 
Islander has a starring role 

as part of the action in the 
new James Bond film 

ñSpectreò.  
 
The action sequence is set 

in the Austrian Alps, there 
is a spectacular car chase 

when James Bond 
commandeers an aircraft of 

the Spectre organisation.  

For more see page 3  

 

 

After being shot at the 

Spectre Islander is 
deliberately cr ashed and 

then careers down a 
snow covered mountain, 
shedding various parts 

on the way. With James 
Bond just a passenger 

the battered aircraft 
skids into the middle of 
an Alpine village where 

the car chase vehicles 
are intercepted with 

much smoke, flames 

and explosions.  
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BNAPS 2016 Desk Calendar 

Now on Sale  
The BNA PS 2016 desk calendar is now available.  
This time the theme is "Tribute to the Trislander" 
with a special se lection of 12 Trislander images, 

including several of G -JOEY.  
The calendar sells at £5.00 + UK p&p.  

All proceeds go to help restoration of our his toric 
Islander G -AVCN.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Historic Propeller Inn Farewell  

 

 
 

 

 

 

When BNAPS was looking for a 
meeting place in 2010 it wa s natural 

that this should be at the Propeller 
Inn in view of the buildingôs historic 
association with Britten -Norman and 

the fact that our Islander G -AVCN 
was built in the adjacent hangar.  

Thanks to all the help and support 
given by Helen Blake, Dave Edwa rds 
and the team at the Propeller Inn 

over the past 5 years, BNAPS has 
held its Trustees meetings, social 

evenings and talks, launch events for 
Ivan Berrymanôs artwork prints, 

ground support for fly - ins etc. 
together with commemorative events 
such as the T rislander 40 th  and this 

year the highly successful ñIslander 
50ò. 

All have been saddened to hear that 
the Propeller Inn will not continue in 
its present form from the end of 

November. On behalf of BNAPS 
Trustees, supporter and friends, we 

offer our gratefu l thanks and best 
wishes to Helen and Dave as they 
now move on to new challenges and 

make known our sincere appreciation 
of all they have done to help BNAPS 

along the way.  

 

 

Trislander 40 th  get t ogether , 

11 September , 2010.  

ñIslander 50ò opening 

ceremony, 13 June, 2015.  

Bembridge Airport c 1960  

 

BN-1F print launch, 

November, 2012.  

 

Propeller Inn bar,  

November, 2015.  
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Indications that the Islander aircraft might be somehow connected with the new 

James Bond film surfaced about 18 months ago. Reports had come in of Islander  
fuselages being seen transported to a location in Surrey that was later identified as 

the Longcross Studios at Chobham. More reports came in of an Islander fuselage 
leaving the Isle of Wight on the back of a lorry for an unknown destination. Soon the 
name  of the film was revealed as Spectre and gradually more about the action side of 

the film became known with locations in Mexico, Rome, Morocco and the Austrian 
Alps.  

Those who have seen the film, now that it is on general release, will no doubt agree 
that this is one of the best action sequences ever and all done without recourse to 
computer graphics and models. Whether audiences will appreciate the fact that the 50 

year old Islander is not only taking up a starring role in a film production that is shown 
world -wide but is the best -selling light transport aircraft ever produced in the UK and 

Europe, and was designed and built at Bembridge on the Isle of Wight, is open to 
debate.  
The images below have appeared on various internet sites from time to time and s how 

glimpses of the thrilling action sequence when the Spectre Islander, piloted by James 

Bond, careers down a forest trail on a snow covered Alpine mountainside.  

 

 

 

 

For a full appreciation of th e Spectre Islander action then just get to see the film.  
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Islanders/Tri slanders 

Used in Spectre Film  
 

Studio/Location  
1072 N3267J  Trislander 

converted to an Islander;  

359 G -BAXD Trislander 
converted to an Islande r;  

48 SE - IIA cut into two;  
2174 G -BKOK;   

2115 G -RAPA ex Bembridge ;  
435 N721BN ex Keystone, 

USA. 
 

Islanders Used in Aerial 
Sequences  

2272 G -BUBP Cormack 
Islander Air Services  

2301 G -CZNE Skyhopper LLP  
 

Pilots for Aerial 

Sequences  and Su pport  
Lee Proudfoot  

George Cormack  
Andrew Dixon  

 
 

 

 

 

 

The UK CAA, in 

conjunction with the 
authority in Austria, 
granted a special 

dispensation that 
allowed Islanders G -

BUBP and G -CZNE to 
have the same 
registration mark , OE-

FZO, for locaton 
filming in the Austrian 

Alps during the early 
part of 2015.  

 

BNAPS plans  to include a 

first hand  account of flying 
the Spectre Islanders for 

the film in a future issue of 
BNAPS News . This will be 

subject to clearance with 

regard to applicable non -
disclosure agreemen ts with 

the film production 
company EON.  

Spectre Islanders in their OE -FZO guise for the film . 

Islander G -BUBP having its 

Spectre paint scheme washed off  

Islander G -BUBP as it appeared 

at ñIslander 50ò in June, 2015 

The other Spectre Islander , G-CZNE, 

in its normal colour scheme  


