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BNAPS Celebrates Aurigny Air Services 50th  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The BNAPS event to celebrate Aurigny Air Services 50 th  took place on 7 April 
at the restoration wor kshop. Originally due to be held on 3 March, it was 

decided to postpone the celebration because of extreme weather 
conditions.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

In this issue of BNAPS News:  
 

Part 2 of John Pereraôs Recollections of a Career in Aviation 
 

Plus VCN progress update and news of Islanders around the World  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Thanks to site owners 
Reynolds and Read BNAPS was 
again able to use the company 

reception area for visitors.  
Information boards and 

Islander and Trislander models 
were on show together with a 

selection of framed Ivan 

Berryman prints while 
alongside tea, coffee and 

cakes were provided.  

After checking in at reception 

visitors were able to take a 
look in the workshop to view 

the latest progress.  
Here BNAPS restoration team 
member, Bernie Coleman, is 

showing some visitors the 
work that has been done to 

rebuild part of the wing.  

Thanks go to all the BNAPS restoration team members who turned out to 
help on the day. Some 40 or 50 visitors attended and the event raised a 
wel come addition to the restoration fund from donations and BNAPS 

merchandise sales.  

More photos on page 2  
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BNAPS Suppor ters Fund Raising Appeal -  May 2018  

 

 

  
2 010  2 016  

2018  

Dear BNAPS Supporter,   
 

Fund raising is still of critical importance to  enabl e completion of the restoration work in 2018 and 

to ensur e safekeeping of our restored Islander G -AVCN pending availability of a suitable place on 

the Isle of Wight for it to be on public display.  

As completion of t he restoration work gets ever closer, ñwha t happens next?ò is the question  that is 

now concentrating the collective mind.  BNAPS Trustees are examining several short term/near term 

options that will enable Islander G -AVCN to be maintained under cover with access for viewing, 

principally through ope n days and pre -arranged group visits. This can only happen if BNAPS can 

continue to raise sufficient income that will cover rent insurance and other expenses.  

If you wish t o support the fund raising appeal please contact BNAPS by e mail bob@bnaps.org.uk  or 

Telephone 01329 315561. All donations large and small will be gratefully received.  

Yours sincerely,  

Bob Wealthy,  Britten -Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman  

 

 

Aurigny 50 th  Picture Gallery  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Rita Edgcumbe (left) and Jeni  

Gallagher organised tea, coffee and 
cakes for visitors together with sales 

of BNAPS merchandise.  

BNAPS restoration team member 

Paul Brook shows a visitor the newly 

rebuilt landing gear.  

BNAPS Restoration Team member 

Keith Winter and his wife Charlotte 
with their 5 year old grand -daughter, 

Chloe, who got a close look at the 

Islander and sat in the dri ving seat.  

mailto:bob@bnaps.org.uk


 

3 

 

 

 

 

G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  
March 2018 ï May 2018  
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4.        

5.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

1. Fuselage:  

Progress continues on refurbishing the interior trim panels for the pilotôs door and the two 

passenger doors.  The trim retention rails are progressively being riveted into place in 

preparation for fitting the new trim panels which are n ow well advanced and fitting imminent.  

 

2. Wing:  

Most of the Access Panels on the top surface of the wing have now been fitted. Two Access 

Panels were missing and replacements have been manufactured. A further access panel on the 

lower surface has been identified as missing and will have to be manufactured.  

The leading edge box skins on the s tarboard side are now fitted.  A n ew leading edge skin  had to 

be made for a section of the port wing as it was  found to be more  badly damaged and corroded 

than at fi rst thought.  The skin was  formed by Airframe Assemblies who provided the material 

and form ed the leading edge profile as a first trial of their newly acquired roller press machine.   

Once the new leading edge skin section has been fitted the stall wa rning vane will  be re -

installed.  

The two drop -down panels between the fuselage and engine cowli ngs are almost complete as 

are the fibre glass scoops which need ed much repair and in one case modification.  

Both w ing tips are now fitted but work is needed to comple te some minor repairs to cracks and 

dents.  

The stainless steel f irewall s have been trial fitted.  Both sides are in a poor state of repair and 

will require a fair amount of work to get them into an acceptable condition.  

 

3. Ailerons and Flaps:  

These items  are painted and stored in preparation for trial fitting when the wing is completed.  

 

4. Elevator:  

Work on rebuild of the mass balance arm on the starboard end of the elevator is complete as is 

the newly manufacture mounting structure for the elevator tip .  This is awaiting refit.   

Repair work to the port side which is also damaged, but not as bad as the starboard side, is 

progressing.  

The damaged elevator trim tab has been removed and the replacement trim tab fitting almost 

complete . 

 

5. Landing Gear:  

Landing gear components are now being assembled.   

The nose gear is ready for installation onto the fuselage.  However, this will mean lifting the 

fuselage support trolley by at least 6 inches so installation may be put on hold until after the 

wing to fuse lage assembly.  

Work is in progress to allow assembly of the main undercarriage oleo units into the leg tubes.  

Profiled washers (8) will have to be made to fit the inside of the leg tube diameter.  These will 

have to be filed down by hand.  Bryan Groves h as tried to locate off the shelf items but these 

are not available.   

The main undercarriage will be fitted to the wing before it is turned through 90 degrees for 

fitting to the fuselage  

A set of wheels with tyres have been selected for use and the wheel s have now been top coat 

painted.  

 

6. Engine cowlings:  

Lower half engine cowlings have been inspected and necessary refurbishment work identified, 

this work is ongoing.  

 

7. Top Coat Spray Painting and Finishing:   

No further top coat spraying during this period apart from some details as identified above.  

The next batch of items to be top coat spray painted includes:  m ain under carriage leg fairings, 

elevator and trim tabs, top half engine cowlings.  

 

8. Missing Items List ï Bryan Groves has continued to maintain the list as work proceeds.  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Repor t  
March 2018 ï May 2018 (continued)  

 

The following series of captioned photographs show the results of some of the work 

undertaken in the last period:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keith Winter (right) installed 
a replacement starboard 

wing lower surface leading 
edge skin.  

On the left Guy Palmer is 
checking the starboard 

engine firewall fixings.  

 

The starboard wing upper 

surface outer leading edge 
skin is seen here after 

installation.  

 

 

Steve Cooley worked on 
the port wing upper 

surface leading edge skin 

fixings.  

Picture 1  

Picture 3  

Picture 2  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  
March 2018 ï May  2018 (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Paul Brook with one of a 
set of 5 wheels that he has 

cleaned and re -painted.  

Picture 6  

Picture 5  

Picture 4  

 

The inner port wing lower 
surface leading skin is seen 

here being installed. Access 
panel cover plates have 
been made to replace 

missing items.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

View of a small patch to re -
inforce the corner of port 
wing upper surface skin 

section.  
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

6 

 

G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  
March 2018 ï May  2018 (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Porter (left) and Bob 
Ward check fixing holes in 

preparation for installation 
of the port wing tip.  

 

 

 

Picture 7  

Picture 8  

Picture 9  

 

Bob Ward and Mark Porter (centre) 

in the process of installing the 

starboard wing tip.  

View of the port wing tip 

after installation.  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  
March 2018 ï May  2018 (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reconstruction of the 
starboard end of the 

elevator by Bob   Wilson is 
now complete.  

 

 

Overall view of the wing from 

the starboard end. The wing is 
now back to its original 49ft 

span.  

Picture 11  

Picture 10  

The starboard wing tip 

after installation.  

 

Picture 12  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  

March 2018 ï May  2018 (continued)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The port end of the 
elevator is now receiving 

attention from Bob 
Wilson to repair creases 

in the mass balance 
support structure. The 

mass balance  housing 
was damaged but is not 

corroded. It has been 

repaired and is ready to 
be refitted.  

 

 

Picture 13  

Picture 14  

Picture 15  

 

As referenced on page 3, part of the port wing leading edge skin was found to be more 

badly damaged and corroded than initially thought and could not be rep aired to an 

acceptable standard. It was decided that the skin section should be replaced.  

 

By chance Airframe Assemblies had just acquired a roller press machine with the capacity 

to handle the 56 inch length of skin material and could be set up to produce  the correct 

bend profile. Thanks go to Airframe Assemblies for helping out by forming the skin section 

profile as a first trial of their newly acquired roller press machine and for providing the skin 

material.  

The Farnham Roller 
Press is seen here 
being off loaded at 

Airframe Assembliesô 
workshop at Sandown 

Airport.  

The area of badly damaged port  wing upper 
surface leading edge ski n is indicated in 

Picture 14  on the left  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  

March 2018 ï May  2018 (continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The replacement skin 
section is seen here 

during the forming 

process  

 

Two replacement skin 
sections have been 
made in case the 

trimming does not go 
to plan.  

 
 

Picture 16  

Picture 17  

Picture 18  

 

 

Maurice Dyer is seen 
here de - riveting the 

damaged existing 
leading edge skin 

section that will be 

replaced by the newly 
made item.  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  

March 2018 ï May  2018 (continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The existing port wing 
upper surface leading 

edge skin area after 
de- riveting the existing 

skin rea dy for the 

replacement skin to be 
trimmed to fit and 

installed.  

 

 

This fresh air scoop from 
Islander c/n 2 G -ATWU 

was donated by Chris Neal.  
At the time the scoop was 
mounted  on a flat panel 

and G -AVCN has the 
leading edge droop mod 

which requires a curved 
mounting panel. The scoop 

has been modified by 

Bernie Coleman to suit.  

The modified air scoop 
is seen here in the 

process of being 
installed on the port 

side drop down panel.  
The existing air scoop 

on the starboard side 
has been repaired and 

refitted.  

Picture 19  

Picture 20  

Picture 21  

 


