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BNAPS Celebrates Aurigny Air Services 50th
The BNAPS event to celebrate Aurigny Air Services 50th took place on 7 April
at the restoration workshop. Originally due to be held on 3 March, it was
decided to postpone the celebration because of extreme weather
conditions.
Thanks to site owners
Reynolds and Read BNAPS was
again able to use the company
reception area for visitors.
Information boards and
Islander and Trislander models
were on show together with a
selection of framed Ivan
Berryman prints while
alongside tea, coffee and
cakes were provided.

After checking in at reception
visitors were able to take a
look in the workshop to view
the latest progress.
Here BNAPS restoration team
member, Bernie Coleman, is
showing some visitors the
work that has been done to
rebuild part of the wing.
Thanks go to all the BNAPS restoration team members who turned out to
help on the day. Some 40 or 50 visitors attended and the event raised a
welcome addition to the restoration fund from donations and BNAPS
merchandise sales.

More photos on page 2

In this issue of BNAPS News:
Part 2 of John Perera’s Recollections of a Career in Aviation
Plus VCN progress update and news of Islanders around the World
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BNAPS Supporters Fund Raising Appeal - May 2018

2018

2010

2016

Dear BNAPS Supporter,
Fund raising is still of critical importance to enable completion of the restoration work in 2018 and
to ensure safekeeping of our restored Islander G-AVCN pending availability of a suitable place on
the Isle of Wight for it to be on public display.
As completion of the restoration work gets ever closer, “what happens next?” is the question that is
now concentrating the collective mind. BNAPS Trustees are examining several short term/near term
options that will enable Islander G-AVCN to be maintained under cover with access for viewing,
principally through open days and pre-arranged group visits. This can only happen if BNAPS can
continue to raise sufficient income that will cover rent insurance and other expenses.
If you wish to support the fund raising appeal please contact BNAPS by e mail bob@bnaps.org.uk or
Telephone 01329 315561. All donations large and small will be gratefully received.
Yours sincerely,
Bob Wealthy, Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman

Aurigny 50th Picture Gallery
Rita Edgcumbe (left) and Jeni
Gallagher organised tea, coffee and
cakes for visitors together with sales
of BNAPS merchandise.

BNAPS restoration team member
Paul Brook shows a visitor the newly
rebuilt landing gear.

BNAPS Restoration Team member
Keith Winter and his wife Charlotte
with their 5 year old grand-daughter,
Chloe, who got a close look at the
Islander and sat in the driving seat.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018
1. Fuselage:
Progress continues on refurbishing the interior trim panels for the pilot’s door and the two
passenger doors.
The trim retention rails are progressively being riveted into place in
preparation for fitting the new trim panels which are now well advanced and fitting imminent.
2. Wing:
Most of the Access Panels on the top surface of the wing have now been fitted. Two Access
Panels were missing and replacements have been manufactured. A further access panel on the
lower surface has been identified as missing and will have to be manufactured.
The leading edge box skins on the starboard side are now fitted. A new leading edge skin had to
be made for a section of the port wing as it was found to be more badly damaged and corroded
than at first thought. The skin was formed by Airframe Assemblies who provided the material
and formed the leading edge profile as a first trial of their newly acquired roller press machine.
Once the new leading edge skin section has been fitted the stall warning vane will be reinstalled.
The two drop-down panels between the fuselage and engine cowlings are almost complete as
are the fibre glass scoops which needed much repair and in one case modification.
Both wing tips are now fitted but work is needed to complete some minor repairs to cracks and
dents.
The stainless steel firewalls have been trial fitted. Both sides are in a poor state of repair and
will require a fair amount of work to get them into an acceptable condition.
3. Ailerons and Flaps:
These items are painted and stored in preparation for trial fitting when the wing is completed.
4. Elevator:
Work on rebuild of the mass balance arm on the starboard end of the elevator is complete as is
the newly manufacture mounting structure for the elevator tip. This is awaiting refit.
Repair work to the port side which is also damaged, but not as bad as the starboard side, is
progressing.
The damaged elevator trim tab has been removed and the replacement trim tab fitting almost
complete.
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4.

5. Landing Gear:
Landing gear components are now being assembled.
The nose gear is ready for installation onto the fuselage. However, this will mean lifting the
fuselage support trolley by at least 6 inches so installation may be put on hold until after the
wing to fuselage assembly.
Work is in progress to allow assembly of the main undercarriage oleo units into the leg tubes.
Profiled washers (8) will have to be made to fit the inside of the leg tube diameter. These will
have to be filed down by hand. Bryan Groves has tried to locate off the shelf items but these
are not available.
The main undercarriage will be fitted to the wing before it is turned through 90 degrees for
fitting to the fuselage
A set of wheels with tyres have been selected for use and the wheels have now been top coat
painted.
6. Engine cowlings:
Lower half engine cowlings have been inspected and necessary refurbishment work identified,
this work is ongoing.

5. 7. Top Coat Spray Painting and Finishing:

No further top coat spraying during this period apart from some details as identified above.
The next batch of items to be top coat spray painted includes: main under carriage leg fairings,
elevator and trim tabs, top half engine cowlings.
8. Missing Items List – Bryan Groves has continued to maintain the list as work proceeds.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
The following series of captioned photographs show the results of some of the work
undertaken in the last period:
Picture 1

Keith Winter (right) installed
a replacement starboard
wing lower surface leading
edge skin.
On the left Guy Palmer is
checking the starboard
engine firewall fixings.

Picture 2

The starboard wing upper
surface outer leading edge
skin is seen here after
installation.

Picture 3

Steve Cooley worked on
the port wing upper
surface leading edge skin
fixings.

4

G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Picture 4

Paul Brook with one of a
set of 5 wheels that he has
cleaned and re-painted.

Picture 5

The inner port wing lower
surface leading skin is seen
here being installed. Access
panel cover plates have
been made to replace
missing items.

Picture 6

View of a small patch to reinforce the corner of port
wing upper surface skin
section.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Picture 7

Mark Porter (left) and Bob
Ward check fixing holes in
preparation for installation
of the port wing tip.

Picture 8

View of the port wing tip
after installation.

Picture 9

Bob Ward and Mark Porter (centre)
in the process of installing the
starboard wing tip.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Picture 10

The starboard wing tip
after installation.

Picture 11

Overall view of the wing from
the starboard end. The wing is
now back to its original 49ft
span.

Picture 12

Reconstruction of the
starboard end of the
elevator by Bob Wilson is
now complete.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Picture 13
The port end of the
elevator is now receiving
attention from Bob
Wilson to repair creases
in the mass balance
support structure. The
mass balance housing
was damaged but is not
corroded. It has been
repaired and is ready to
be refitted.

As referenced on page 3, part of the port wing leading edge skin was found to be more
badly damaged and corroded than initially thought and could not be repaired to an
acceptable standard. It was decided that the skin section should be replaced.
By chance Airframe Assemblies had just acquired a roller press machine with the capacity
to handle the 56 inch length of skin material and could be set up to produce the correct
bend profile. Thanks go to Airframe Assemblies for helping out by forming the skin section
profile as a first trial of their newly acquired roller press machine and for providing the skin
material.

Picture 14
The area of badly damaged port wing upper
surface leading edge skin is indicated in
Picture 14 on the left

Picture 15

The Farnham Roller
Press is seen here
being off loaded at
Airframe Assemblies’
workshop at Sandown
Airport.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Picture 16

The replacement skin
section is seen here
during the forming
process

Picture 17

Two replacement skin
sections have been
made in case the
trimming does not go
to plan.

Picture 18

Maurice Dyer is seen
here de-riveting the
damaged existing
leading edge skin
section that will be
replaced by the newly
made item.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Picture 19

The existing port wing
upper surface leading
edge skin area after
de-riveting the existing
skin ready for the
replacement skin to be
trimmed to fit and
installed.

Picture 20
This fresh air scoop from
Islander c/n 2 G-ATWU
was donated by Chris Neal.
At the time the scoop was
mounted on a flat panel
and G-AVCN has the
leading edge droop mod
which requires a curved
mounting panel. The scoop
has been modified by
Bernie Coleman to suit.

Picture 21

The modified air scoop
is seen here in the
process of being
installed on the port
side drop down panel.
The existing air scoop
on the starboard side
has been repaired and
refitted.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Picture
Picture 22
22

Left, Bob Ward checked the
fixings for the grp end caps for
the port side fuel drain housing.

Steve Cooley worked on repair and
refurbishment of the engine firewalls
(Picture 23) together with offering them
up for trial fitting (Picture 24).
Picture 23

Picture 24

Picture 25
Thanks go to Brian Sharpe
for providing an Islander
flight simulator that is
now up and running at the
workshop.
This will be most useful
for future occasions when
the workshop is open to
visitors and for members
of the restoration team to
hone their piloting skills to
perfection when they have
a few moments to spare.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Work planned for the next period through to end of July 2018
1 Wing: Finalise wing leading edge replacement and repairs.
Finalise all Access Panel work.
Finalise wing tip repairs and all other minor damage and corrosion. Complete repair and
installation of engine firewalls.
Complete undercoat spraying and spray top coat
Prepare to turn wing through 90 degrees to horizontal position.
Design and fabricate two wing support trestles that will be required to support the wing
once turned.
2 Fuselage: Continue with the door internal trimming and other internal trim.
Apply cheat lines.
3 Elevator and Elevator Tab:
then Top Coat.

Complete repair work. Spray with Etch Primer and

4 Fin: Apply Aurigny heraldic lion logos to both sides of the fin.
5 General: Top coat spray painting of main landing gear fairings and engine cowling
upper sections. Continue repair and surface preparation of engine cowling lower
sections.
Continue repair and surface preparation of various grp fairings and detail items.
Make supports and structure for turning the wing through 90 degrees in readiness for
fitting to fuselage.
Make trestles to support the wing when horizontal including means of adjustment to
facilitate fitting the wing to the fuselage.
Prepare fuselage for move to centre of the workshop.
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Wight Aviation Heritage Tours to Continue
Following on from the first tour on 24 March, a second tour is planned for 26 May. As a
result of experience gained from the first tour the tour costings have been revisited and
the tour is now offered at £72.50 and £65.50 for BNAPS Supporters Club members.
Dates for tours later in the year will be advised in good time.
The tour itinerary takes in a circuit of most of the East Wight and as well as enjoying
the Isle of Wight countryside a short detour was taken to view the Apse Manor Farm
aerodrome site near Sandown. Further on the tour bus passed by Bembridge Harbour
where the Royal Naval Air Service seaplanes operated in World War 1. On the way into
Ryde for the last stop the tour bus routed past the location of Ryde Airport at
Westridge, now completely re-developed as a golf course and dominated by Tesco’s
supermarket plus many other businesses and some housing.

The first Wight Aviation
Heritage Tour Group with
BNAPS restoration team
members and tour guides
alongside the fuselage of
G-AVCN at BNAPS
restoration workshop.

Tour Itinerary
0930 Hovercraft flight – Southsea to Ryde
Travel by mini-bus to:
 East Cowes to see flying boat exhibits and Saunders-Roe Columbine Works
 Sandown Airport and to see the Wight Aviation Museum’s progress before
its opening
 Bembridge Airport including light lunch at The Propeller Inn
 BNAPS workshop in Ryde to view restoration of B-N Islander G-AVCN
Last stop Ryde Hovertravel Terminal for 1645 Hovercraft flight-Ryde to Southsea.

Follow Up to “To Everest by Islander” article in the March
BNAPS News
Apologies are due as the reference to Peter Noch in the article should have read Peter
Nock. Thanks go to Peter Nock’s son Robert Nock for pointing out the mistake. Robert
also mentioned that Peter Nock’s company, West London Air Charter, was responsible
for delivering some 300 Islanders going virtually all over the world - eastbound as far
as Tahiti and Japan whilst westbound they went to a variety of destinations between
Alaska and South America. 80 were delivered by Janet Ferguson, 40 by Peter Nock and
the rest by other pilots including Robert’s brother Gerry.
It is hoped to cover more about West London Air Charter and delivery of Islanders in a
future issue of BNAPS News.
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John Perera continues his story of a career in aviation particularly with reference to the
Islander and sales via Heli Orient in SE Asia. Also John has presented a personal view of
Utility/light transport aircraft, some originating from the SE Asia region that could be seen
as an “Islander replacement”. 50 years on it still looks as though a good used Islander is
hard to beat in terms of versatility, ruggedness, dependability and affordability.

Part 2 Reflections on a Career in Aviation, the Islander and its
Successors
By John H. T. Perera
PHILIPPINES
The Philippines, an archipelago composed of over 7,600 islands, has always been a
major market for general aviation. Most of the islands are covered in forests and are volcanic
in origin. Many volcanos are active – these include Mayon, Taal and Pinatubo. It is a major
producer of minerals such as gold (world’s second largest producer after South Africa),
copper, nickel, chromite and zinc. It is the world’s second biggest producer of geothermal
energy. It is a major agricultural producing nation and has, albeit dwindling, timber
resources. Unfortunately, the development (economic, political etc.) of the Philippines has
not kept up with other Asian countries as can be seen by the current leadership of the
Duterte government.
The Philippines was overrun by the Japanese during WW2. Soon after it was liberated
it got its independence from the USA in 1946. However, the US maintained a large
contingent at Clark Air Base (40 miles North of Metro Manila) until 1991 when the USAF
pulled out and the base became the site of Clark International Airport, Clark Freeport Zone
and a major base of the Philippine Air Force. In 2016 an “Air Contingent” of the USAF was
deployed to Clark to keep an eye on Chinese activities in the South China Sea.
The Philippines has always been a major general aviation market – the biggest in
South East Asia. Initially Beechcraft was the market leader, but Bell, Cessna and later
Britten-Norman made considerable inroads into the market.
In 1973 a Presidential Decree issued by the then President Marcos called for the
establishment of a “reliable aviation and aerospace industry”. This decree was revised in
1975 and called for a corporation – Philippine Aerospace Development Corporation – to
design, manufacture and sell “all forms” of aircraft as well as develop indigenous capabilities
in the maintenance, repair and modification of aviation equipment. In addition, air
transportation in rural areas was to be developed.
Initially PADC entered into an agreement with MBB to assemble the Bo105 helicopter.
Heli Orient was contacted by the UK Defence Attaché, Wg.Cdr. Ted Coombes, and advised
that the PADC wanted a fixed wing aircraft assembly program and that they were also
interested in a floatplane. We contacted Desmond and he immediately planned to come to
Singapore prior to going to Manila. Desmond duly arrived - impeccably clad as always. After
checking into a hotel Desmond said that he heard of the Satay Club and would like to go
there.
Brian Woodford, Heli Orient MD, Desmond and I arrived at the Satay Club with several
bottles of claret in hand. The Satay Club was a bunch of stalls in the open air near Raffles
Hotel. It served Beef and Chicken satay and various condiments and beer hence the claret!
Desmond was the only person wearing a suit! We decided to go to Manila the next day which
we duly did. We checked into the Philippine Village Hotel and rented a suite to work in. We
needed someone to type the proposal which we would dream up so we called the front desk.
It was about 9.00 PM and the message was that their office was closed! Luckily a lady
working at the front desk volunteered her services so Carmelita Sanchez duly arrived with
typewriter in tow. It took us 4 hours to put together a proposal. This included several calls
back to Bembridge mainly to get the man hours it took to assemble an Islander. Desmond
was amazed at the numbers quoted - I had a fair knowledge of Cessna’s manufacturing
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numbers and the BN ones appeared to be very high. The next day Des presented the
proposal to the appropriate persons at the Philippine Aerospace Development Corporation
(PADC) and a few days later President Marcos signed the contract. Amazing!

Assembly line for PADC Islanders around 1974
The contract called for a 100 aircraft programme which involved the delivery of 6
300hp Islanders with tip tanks fully equipped and painted followed by 14 aircraft without
paint and only ferry avionics. Then the balance would be shipped in kits to be assembled and
completed in Manila and the last 25 aircraft would be purchased by BN (or FBN) for re-sale
outside the Philippines. The Hong Kong office of the Air Registration Board would be the
supervisory body and would provide UK C of As to the completed aircraft.
Part of the agreement called for pilot training which I carried out. I checked out 6 pilots over
2 weeks. Some of the circuit work was carried out at the airstrip on Corregidor Island.
Corregidor is an island at the entrance to Manila Bay and was heavily fortified with coastal
artillery (and many tunnels) as part of the defences of Manila. During WW2 Corregidor
played an important role and was the site of Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s last stand against
invading Japanese forces. He, his staff and family escaped on PT boats in March 1942.
At one end of Corregidor is Kindley Field which is approximately 2400ft long, about 80 ft wide
and at elevation of 450ft. This was my usual airfield for training take-offs and landings and I
liked demonstrating single engine approach, landings and rolling take-offs as confidence
builders.
The seaplane never went beyond the mock up stage. The Islander did not lend itself to
floats – the basic weight was too heavy – and the right-hand passenger side door was not
suitable for docking - which had to take place on the left or pilot’s side. I believe 58 Islanders
were “completed” at PADC. PADC was shut down by the government in 2017 having failed in
their mission “to design, certify and build an aircraft” within 45 years.
INDONESIA
The Republic of Indonesia is the world’s largest island country with more than 13,000
islands and with a land area of 735,400 sq. miles. It has a population of over 261 million
people and is the world’s most populous Muslim country. It lies on the Pacific Rim of Fire and
a string of volcanos runs through much of the country of which approximately 130 are active.
The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami killed at least 168,000 in North Sumatra. There are about
680 airports and airstrips in Indonesia.
Much of the economy depends on plantations particularly oil palm (the world’s biggest
producer), tea and rubber. Oil and gas, copper, coal, coal briquettes, cars and car parts and
instant noodles are other exports and the country runs a trade surplus.
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Indonesia has an active aircraft manufacturing industry called PT Dirgantara Indonesia
(PTDI). It was established by B. J. Habibie in 1976, is based in Bandung (Java) and has
around 4,450 employees. Habibie was born in 1935, educated in the Netherlands and
Germany and worked for MBB where he became a Vice President. He was asked to return to
Indonesia by Pres. Suharto in 1974 as part of a drive to industrialise and develop the country.
PTDI started building the CASA 212 under licence and nearly 100 were completed.

PTDI CASA 212
Due to the dominance of the Islander in the Indonesian market Habibie persuaded
Pres. Suharto to issue a decree banning the import of aircraft competitive to the 212. Then
as now civil aircraft can only be imported once the DGCA issues an import licence. The DGCA
issued a clarification with a list of aircraft deemed competitive to the 212. This list covered
propeller aircraft ranging from the Cessna 152 to the Trislander and Twin Otter! Prior to the
decree Bouraq (and its subsidiary Bali Air) imported around 10 Islanders, 8 Trislanders and 2
Cessna 404s. Other major Islander operators included Dirgantara Air Services and SMAC plus
a number of private companies. The decree was allowed to fade away. PTDI is now building
the N-250 (which has not been a market success) and as well as the Casa 212 under licence
and co-assembly programs included the Puma and Bell 412 helicopters.

PTDI N-219

A new aircraft – the N219 - is in flight test. This is a modern 19 passenger/cargo
aircraft. A 50 seat turboprop – the N-245 – is in development and 70 seat version is also in
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design. The Indonesian Government has pledged to provide US$44 million to develop the
aircraft. In addition. PT Regio Aviasi Industri (RAI), a company founded by Dr. Habibie and
his son, will develop a RAI R-80 to fly in 2024 or earlier. This aircraft is an 80 seat twin
turboprop designed by the former president.

RAI R-80 Project
PRODUCTION LONGEVITY
The BN-2 series is one of only 9 aircraft types that have had a 50 (or more) year continuous
production history and are still in production. These aircraft are:
AIRCRAFT TYPE

FIRST FLIGHT

BN-2 series
BEECH BONANZA series
BEECH BARON series
BEECH KING AIR series
CESSNA 172 series
CESSNA 182 series
CESSNA 206 series
BOEING 737 series
BOEING 747 series
LOCKHEED C-130 / L-100 series

1965
1945
1960
1963
1955
1955
1962
1967
1969
1954

NUMBER BUILT (1)
1,250
17,000
6,750
3,100
44,000 (2)
23,300
8,700
10,000
1,545
2,600 (3)

(1) All numbers built are approximate
(2) The Cessna 172 has the distinction of being the most produced aircraft in history. Beech,
Cessna and Bell are part of Textron Aviation.
(3) The C-130 series (including the L-100) has the distinction of being the military aircraft
with the longest continuous production of over 60 years.
MARKET DEVELOPMENT
It is a pity that none of BN’s owners had the funding required to create a successor to
a very successful aircraft. The basic Islander and Trislander’s construction technique results
in a fairly heavy airframe. These airframes could have been much lighter, but this was not to
be. I once recommended to Dr Haefliger of Pilatus that BN add a reverse capability to the
Turbine Islander to enhance its capabilities on short wet runways. He said that it was not
needed. I pointed out that the Turbo Porter had reverse capability.
In January 1985 I was in New Orleans for the Helicopter International Association’s and
Cessna brought an early production Caravan to the show. I flew the Caravan from Lakefront
Airport (which has a great art deco terminal). I was very impressed by the roomy interior and
the PT6 engine which provided a 180kt cruise. A freighter version was developed at the
request of Federal Express as the Cargomaster and a stretched version – the 208B Super
Cargomaster was later developed in 1986. This became the Grand Caravan with up to 14
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seats (with Pt. 23 waiver). FedEx Express purchased 40 Cargomasters and 260 Super
Cargomasters. A higher powered Grand Commander EX with a Garmin G1000 system is the
present production version.
The Caravan can also be fitted with Wipaire floats.
Approximately 120 military AC-208s are in use with hardpoints, various sensors and can be
fitted equipped with AGM-114 Hellfire missiles.

Cessna 208 Grand Caravan
Susi Air
One interesting Grand Caravan user is Indonesia’s Susi Air (PT ASI Pudjiastuti
Aviation). Susi Pudjiastuti was in the seafood processing business specializing in export
quality lobsters. Susi decided to buy 2 Cessna Grand Caravans mainly to fly lobsters and
other high value seafood from the south coast of Java to Jakarta. Very soon after the
December 2004 tsunami and floods had occurred, Susi moved her 2 Caravans to Medan to
help with the relief operations. After the relief operations had ended Susi kept the 2 aircraft
there. Susi now has a fleet of around 55 aircraft including 32 Grand Caravans, 9 Turbo
Porters, 3 Piaggio Avantis, a few helicopters and an Air Tractor AT502 to haul fuel to remote
airstrips. Susi is now Indonesia’s Minister of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries.

Tecnam P2012 Traveller
The nearest equivalent to the Islander is the new Tecnam P2012 Traveller. As
background Prof. Luigi Pascale started Partenavia (with his brother Giovanni) in 1957.
Partenavia was later sold to Aeritalia. In 1968 Luigi designed the light twin-engined P.68
which is in production with Vulcanair – more than 430 have been sold. Tecnam was
established by Prof. Pascale in 1986 in Capua (near Naples) to make light aircraft and to act
as a subcontractor to the aviation industry. Tecnam’s 3 facilities (all in the Naples area)
employ 200 persons and build 200 aircraft annually. These aircraft range from LSAs and light
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singles (such as the P2010) to the light twin P2006 with Rotax engines. The P2012 Traveller
is in flight test and lead customer, Cape Air, has ordered 10 with options for up to 100. Cape
Air currently operates 83 Cessna 402Cs and 4 Islanders mainly from its main hub at
Barnstable Airport, near Cape Cod, and secondary hubs at Boston’s Logan Field and
elsewhere. They also operate 3 ATR 42s from Guam. The P2012 is a twin engine (Lycoming
TEO-540-C1A 350hp), seats up to 11 (2 + 9), has a cruise speed of up to 190kts and a range
of up to 1,137nm. It has 2 crew doors and large passenger/cargo doors. The seating
configuration allows up to 9 passenger seats (with an aisle) giving the P2012 a larger cabin
than an Islander.

Mahindra Airvan

Quest Kodiak

Other potential competitors for the Islander and Turbine Islander are the Quest Kodiak and
the Mahindra Aerospace Airvan. The Viking Twin Otter is a larger aircraft but also competing
in the same market – particularly as a floatplane. Over 50 Twin Otters floatplanes are
operating in the Maldives together with a small number of floated Caravans.

Cessna 408 Sky Courier

Cessna has recently launched the 408 Sky Courier. This is a new twin-engined, high
wing utility turboprop being developed for FedEx Express. Scheduled to enter service in 2020
the Sky Courier will be available in cargo (capable of carrying 3 LD3 containers) or up to 19 in
a passenger versions. FedEx has ordered 100 408s consisting of 50 firm and 50 options. The
408 will be powered by 2 PT6A-65SC engines of 1,100 shp each.
19

The First 100 by BN Historians
Much has been written about the history of Britten-Norman and there’s a guarantee that more will be
said in the future. However, what about the aircraft themselves? B-N produced the first 100 Islanders
in just over 2 years: 9 were delivered in 1967, 30 in 1968 and 70 in 1969.
Below we continue the list of Islanders that are known to be still flying from the first 100:

PART 2 – from c/n 30 to 60
c/n 32 – G-AWNT is the oldest islander in operation in Europe, and has remained British registered
for its entire life. It was originally delivered to BKS Survey Flights in September 1968 and after several
operators in the UK its will celebrate its own 50th birthday this September.

c/n 36 – P2-NAS is one of 4 Islanders from the first 100 still in use (as far as we know) in Papua New
Guinea. c/n 36 is similar to G-AWNT, it has been in operation in Papua New Guinea since being
delivered to Aerial Tours as VH-ATS in November 1968. (Aircraft in Papua New Guinea were registered
in Australia until PNG was given its own ICAO prefix P2 in 1974). After several operators in PNG c/n 36
has been with National Aviation Services since 2004.

c/n 42 – RP-C3550. This Islander was one of 4 delivered to Malaysia-Singapore Airlines (MAS) in
1968/69, becoming 9V-BBS. When MAS was split up in 1972 the Islanders remained in Malaysia and
c/n 42 became 9M-ARM with Malaysian Airlines System, and later 9M-MDB. Leaving the Airline in 1983,
c/n 42 became 9M-AYJ with Royal Selangor Flying Club for 3 years before moving to New Zealand as
ZK-FMS, and in 1988 moved to Samoa with Polynesian Airlines as 5V-FAV. In operation for almost 22
years c/n 42 was once deemed by Britten Norman to be the likely holder of the Islander with the
highest number of flying hours. In 2010, c/n 42 was sold in the Philippines and is still in use with UBIX
Corporation and is used as a parachute aircraft.
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c/n 46 – N403WB. Delivered to Aertirrena, Florence, Italy in February 1969 as I-TRAL, c/n 46 has
seen service with a number of European operators – moving to OLT as D-IBNB in 1970, then 4 years
later becoming the well known HB-LIC with AG Fur Luftransport at Berne in Switzerland. c/n 46
returned to the UK as G-BJSA in 1981 with Harvest Air, and then with a number of British operators
until sold in the USA as N123NE in 2000 with New England Airlines at Westerley, Rhode Island. Reregistered N403WB in 2012, c/n 46 is one of 4 Islanders in the ANE fleet.

c/n 52 – ZK-FWZ. Unusually this is one of the few Islanders never to be British registered. c/n 52
first flew as F-OCMO and was delivered to Air Tahiti in March 1969. Moving to Air Moorea in 1987, FOCMO remained in Tahiti until 1990 when sold in new Zealand, and has remained in operation since
then. Currently in use with Stewart Island Flights, ZK-FWZ was temporarily T3-ATH with Air Tunagru in
Kiribati form 1994 to 1995.

c/n 56 – YV1204. Originally another of the Italian Islanders, I-BATT, c/n 56 was delivered to
Transavio in April 1969 and remained in Italy until purchased by International Air, Fort Worth, Texas in
1994. Although registered N351SP, it was flown to Bucharest, Romania and was upgraded to BN-2A-26
standard by IRMA c/n 56 was re-registered YR-BNY to satisfy the Romanian export requirements for
the flight to the USA. Here it was sold to Aeroservicios Ranger in Venezuela in 1995, initially becoming
YV-920C, and now flies as YV1204. This is one of the aircraft we suspect may not be flying, but this
needs to be confirmed.
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c/n 58 – HP-1617AR is another Jonas aircraft, delivered to Alamo Aircraft in April 1969, as N592JA.
Spending much of its early life in the Caribbean, c/n 58 moved to the colder climate of Canada in 1976
as CF-DEB with Golfair Quebec. In use with a number of operators in Canada until 2006 c/n 58 was
sold in Panama as HP-1617 and now flies with Aires Aviation, as HP-1617AR.

c/n 59 – HC-BHC. Originally intended to go to Grenada National Air Services as VQ-GAB the sale was
never consummated and c/n 59 became N863JA in 1970, and was sold by Jonas to North Cay Airways
in Puerto Rico. When North Cay ceased operations in 1977, c.n 59 moved to Florida and was rebuilt,
becoming HC-BHC in Ecuador with CEDTA in 1980. HC-BHC is now in use with its third Ecuadorian
operator Servicio Aereo Regional at Quito.

c/n 60 – HP-639PS completes this trio in sequence in this list. Yet another Jonas aircraft that went to
Alamo Aircraft as N593JA in April 1969, becoming N125JL in December 1969. Following use by a
number of different users, c/n 60 went to Panama in 1977 as HP-639. Now 40 years later, we
understand that this aircraft is still in use, now with Air Panama.
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Visit Reports by Peter Smithson
Thanks go to Peter Smithson for kindly providing BNAPS News with reports of his recent
visits to Orkney, Romania and Cyprus where he caught up with some latest happenings
involving Islanders. All photographs are courtesy of Peter Smithson.
Orkney – Flight on the World’s Shortest Air Route
My daughter has a number of trips she would like to do on her ‘bucket list’. After talking
to her about the World’s shortest scheduled flight some years ago, she had always
expressed an interest in flying this sector. Well before Christmas I started doing some
research on the best way to arrange and book this. After looking at the Loganair
timetable and juggling dates, I booked for us to go up to Scotland. It’s a gamble trying to
judge what you think the weather is going to do at the best of times, let alone 4 months
in advance and past weather is no guarantee of what to expect especially in the UK.
The operation up in Scotland is pretty legendary and a number of books have been
written about it. When you are there, you get a real appreciation for the pioneering work
that was carried out 50 plus years ago.
I have done this flight before back in 2003 when the flights were operated by British
Airways Express still using Islanders. The Islander I flew on then, G-BLNJ, had a bit of a
dubious time after it left Loganair in 2006. It then went to Hebridean Air Services and
was sold on to a Spanish company called Panhispanica Digital. About a month later, it
was seized by Portuguese Police after a forced landing in Amareleja, Portugal!
It is not possible to book a return flight doing the shortest scheduled flight in advance,
but you can on the day. To ensure that you can book a trip which includes this sector,
you have to get off on one of the islands for a few hours and then continue your journey.
It’s a bit of a long way to go to find out that the flight is fully booked on the day you
want to travel.
We set off from Heathrow on 1st April bound for Aberdeen, a distance of around 400
miles. You have to night stop somewhere in Scotland as you don’t arrive in Kirkwall early
enough to do the Inter Island flights. On 2nd April we headed up to Kirkwall, a distance
of around 125 miles from Aberdeen, with the flight only taking 30 minutes. The Inter
Island check in is a very informal affair and you get a panoramic view of the proceedings
from inside Kirkwall’s lovely terminal building.

Typical scene at Kirkwall Airport in the 1970s where Loganair Islander
G-AXKB, c/n 95, shares the ramp with a BEA Scottish Airways
Viscount.
About 30 minutes after our arrival into Kirkwall, Islander G-BPCA arrived and parked up
in front of the terminal. Only G-BPCA was being used on the day I visited, presumably
G-BLDV was on a check.
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Loganair Islander G-BPCA, c/n 2198 waiting for departure at Kirkwall
Airport.
G-BPCA c/n 2198, was built in 1987 as a BN-2B-26 and first registered G-BLNX. On 25th
February 1988, she was delivered to Loganair who have operated her for this entire time.
She operated in an all yellow colour scheme for over 10 years, flying for the Scottish Air
Ambulance Service. Loganair have regaining their identity and now operate all their aircraft
in a Tartan colour scheme. G-BPCA has been painted back into Loganair's basic colours,
minus a colourful tail. According to various articles, both G-BPCA and G-BLDV c/n 2179, are
due to have their tails painted in artwork that has been designed as the result of a
competition for children to design a colour scheme for them both.

View of Kirkwall Airport seen from Islander G-BPCA on its way to
Westray and Papa Westray.
We boarded the Islander and set off for Papa Westray - a 13 minute flight away. We had to
stay on Papa Westray for 4 hours and catch the next flight through which went back to
Kirkwall via Westray. You don’t climb above 1400 feet and the scenery is stunning, with
some settlements dating back to over 6000 years. It still only has a population of 80-90
people.
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Seen here while en route from Kirkwall to Westray is the unmistakeable
shadow of an Islander that has been cast on the bleak Orkney landscape
countless times over the 50+ years of Loganair operations.
Sure enough, bang on time the Islander came into Papa Westray and we boarded and set off
on the shortest scheduled flight. The distance from Papa Westray to Westray is 1.8 miles,
shorter than the length of Heathrow’s runways! The flight took just under 2 minutes as we
had to land from the far end of the runway due to the wind direction. After a whistle stop
pick up of 2 more people, we took off bound for Kirkwall, a flight of 12 minutes. Back at
Kirkwall we went to the Loganair desk where they wrote out our certificates and we checked
in for the return trip home via Aberdeen.

Islander G-BPCA taking off from Papa Westray
A brilliant couple of days, the weather was superb, all the flights went well and obviously the
highlight being the hop between Papa Westray and Westray. I would thoroughly recommend
this trip if you get the chance. The round trip from Kirkwall via Papa Westray and Westray is
£36.
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Romania - News of Islanders Back in the Air by Peter Smithson
I have always been fascinated by the history of the Islander production in Romania, with
over 500 aircraft built by Romaero. These are some pictures of a recent trip I made to
Romania to catch up with as many Islanders as I could.
There are 2 aircraft left outside the Romaero facility at Banaesa airport, from the 5 seen
from the old Google Earth image. INCAS (National Institute for Aerospace Research) have
done a huge amount of work to get these aircraft airworthy again and the pictures of YRBNM, YR-BNN and YR-BNR are testament to this. They look like new aircraft both inside and
out. YR-BNR has a particularly smart Garmin avionic suite.

INCAS Islander YR-BNR has been refurbished to the highest standards
and is kept in an equally immaculate hangar.

View of the instrument panel of INCAS Islander YR-BNR showing the
latest digital flight instrumentation equipment fitted to this aircraft.
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INCAS Islander YR-BNN.

INCAS Islander YR-BNM.

Islander YR-BNK is seen here in the process of being overhauled.

27

Islander YR-BNH looks well weathered
after some time in open storage and
may possibly be in line for complete
overhaul and re-paint in the near
future.

Islander YR-BNL looks to be in better
external condition than YR-BNH and
could be a more likely candidate for
overhaul and re-paint.

Also seen was Islander 130 an ex Romanian Air Force example which is on display at the
Romanian Air Force Museum, not far from Banaesa Airport.

Islander 130, c/n 130 is parked in the open at the Romanian Air Force Museum.
This Islander was built as a BN-2A at Bembridge and first flown on 10 November,
1969. Originally registered as YR-BND when delivered at the end of 1969, it was
identified as 130 when it was transferred to the Romanian Air Force in 1975
For completeness the aircraft are - YR-BNH c/n 775, built in 1975, YR-BNK c/n 778, built in
1976, YR-BNL c/n 790 another 1976 vintage BN-2, YR-BNM c/n 808, also from 1976, YRBNN c/n 804 and YR-BNR c/n 824 a 1978 vintage aircraft and 130, c/n 130, which dates
back to 1969. I had a superb time in Romania and thanks to my local Romanian contact,
George, I saw pretty much every surviving BN-2 in Romania.
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Cyprus – Skydive Cyprus Islander for Sale by Peter Smithson

A couple of days after I returned from Romania, I was off again this time to Cyprus to go and
see the Islander 5B-CHD used by Skydive Cyprus. I had contacted the organisation that
operates this Islander some time ago to see if I could go and take photographs only to be
told it was up for sale as they had just purchased a Cessna 208.

Islander 5B-CHD is well
cared for and looks
resplendent in the
Cyprus sunshine at its
Kingsfield base near
Larnaca.

The aircraft was hangared away from the operational airfield at Kingsfield out to the east of
Larnaca. Two guys from the Parachute club, Phil and Raymond were kind enough to take me
to the hangar and then pushed their Islander out into the sunshine for some photos. The
Islander is currently up for sale and they are looking for it to go to a good home.
B-N Islander BN-2A-26, 5B-CHD, details are:
Serial No 166 year built 1970
Engines: Lycoming O-540-E4C5
Port Engine installed August 2013, 1862 Hours since overhaul
Starboard Engine installed January 2015, 1363 Hours since overhaul
Propellers: Hartzell 2 blade
Port prop hours since overhaul 2080 hrs since overhaul, installed Feb 2013
Starboard prop hours since overhaul 2106 hrs since overhaul, installed Jan 2015
Airframe: 22174.7 hours since new. Landings 44740 total landings. Overhauled every 6
years, last overhaul August 2013.
Skydive set up:
Static line rail.
Side step.
Removable side door
Radio Equipment:
Garmin GPS GNS 430
Michel MX170C
Narco Audio Panel CP136M
Bendix/King ADF RX KR87
Narco Transponder AT150A
Bendix/King DME KN64
Brief history: First Flight 6/3/70 as a BN-2A. Went to Israel until 1982 as 4X-AYC. Came
back to the UK Feb 82 as G-BJWL with Harvest Air, where it was converted to a BN-2A-26.
Sold to Leaders, Beirut in 1989 then went to Cyprus with Jenair as 5B-CHD in 1990 and has
been operated by The Cyprus Parachute Club for 28 years.
If interested in purchase please contact Philip Bell on email parawing@cytanet.com.cy and
he will be happy to talk further.
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Solent Sky Aviation Museum Prepares for Trislander G-RLON
to be a Museum Exhibit
With changes now under way to provide increased display and storage space at the Solent
Sky Aviation Museum in Southampton, initial moves took place recently to prepare
Trislander G-RLON for its move from Solent Airport. Flown into Solent Airport at Lee-onSolent on 4 April 2017, the Trislander has been parked there in a parking bay adjacent to
the B-N hangar.
The first stage of dismantling involved removal of the three engines and propellers. In due
course further dismantling will be undertaken but no start date has been set for this as
yet.

Trislander G-RLON is seen here on 12 May after removal of its
engines and propellers, (Ian Haskell)
As is well known Aurigny Air Services Trislander operations have been a familiar sight for
Southampton since services started in October 1971. It is fitting that Trislander G-RLON
will be on show at the Solent Sky museum as it is located directly under the flight path
and day in and day out Aurigny Air Services Trislanders would pass overhead on approach
to or climbing out from Southampton Airport.

Trislander G-JOEY On the Move
A few weeks ago Trislander G-JOEY was dismantled by Anglo Normandy Aero Engineering
and transported as part of preparations for its new home on Guernsey at Oatlands Park,
Guernsey, where it will go on display in a new building. The plan is to have G-JOEY
suspended from the roof on wire supports.

Images above, right and far right
show some stages in the process
of moving G-JOEY.
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Expansion Plans for Museum of Army Flying at Middle Wallop
The final milestone to getting a huge redevelopment of Middle Wallop's Museum of Army Flying off
the ground has been reached. The centre has had a £1.59 million Heritage Lottery grant approved,
adding to the £900,000 raised through a public appeal. Project Eagle, as the scheme's being called,
will begin from this winter, with the aim of being completed ready for the summer season in April
2019.

On the left the partial view shows how
the expanded Museum of Army Flying
will look as a result of the HLF Award
and Project Eagle - the position of the
Islander AL.1 on display is identified.

As a result of the award Army Air Corps Islander AL.1, ZG993, will be part of the expanded
collection. ZG993 was recovered from storage and dismantled at RAF Shawbury in November, 2015.
It has been in storage at Middle Wallop since that time – see the January 2016 issue of BNAPS News
for a full report.

Air Alderney – Latest News
The last few months have been somewhat frustrating for Air Alderney and the inhabitants of
Alderney. New facilities for passenger handling have been constructed at Solent Airport but
difficulties have arisen over accommodation of check-in facilities in the Channel Islands. Meanwhile
Air Alderney’s flagship aircraft, Islander BN-2T G-BJED, c/n 2119, has been reported as making
visits to several airports on the UK mainland for the purposes of crew training.

Left, Air Alderney’s Islander BN2T G-BJED is seen here touching
down on runway 05 on its
recent crew training visit to
Solent Airport at Lee-on-Solent.
The start of regular services to
Alderney is eagerly awaited
(Richard Davies).

Right, Air Alderney’s Islander
BN-2T, G-BJED, paid another
visit to Solent Airport at Leeon-Solent on 26 May to pick
up passengers for a charter
flight to Alderney
(Colin Martin).
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Wight Aviation Heritage Tours – Special Rate for BNAPS
Supporters Club Members
BNAPS Supporters Club members taking up a place on the Wight Aviation Tour will benefit
from a discounted rate of £67.50 from the standard charge of £75.00.
Price of a tour for BNAPS Supporters on the Isle of Wight will be £50.00.

B-N Caps now back in stock
B-N caps with original style logo are now
back in stock.
Caps are priced at £8.00 each + £2.00 UK
post and packaging. Overseas / bulk order
post and packaging and will be quoted
separately.
Please contact Rita Edgcumbe at BNAPS
Sales to place your order:
sales@bnaps.org.uk
BNAPS on the Internet - information about BNAPS, including back issues of BNAPS
News, can now be found from the following link: www.bnaps.org.uk

More BNAPS Supporters Needed
If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of someone
who would be interested in joining please pass on contact
details to our BNAPS Membership Secretary, Rita
Edgcumbe at sales@bnaps.org.uk
The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:
“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of
Britten-Norman through member donations and to provide
assistance with the day-to-day operations of the charity”
Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage is
welcome.
As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with
B-N Group from time to time, as a charitable trust BNAPS
is an independent organisation.

Forthcoming BNAPS Events
BNAPS Summer Workshop Open Day
event in July 2018, specific date and
arrangements will be notified in due
course
Next Wight Aviation Heritage Tour planned for
Saturday 26 May – further tour dates will be
advised.
If anyone needs more information about BNAPS activities
and what is happening please do not hesitate
to get in
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BNAPS
BNAPS is a Registered Charity,
No. 1100735, set up to
"preserve the history and
aircraft of Britten-Norman with
the support of members’
subscriptions, sponsorship and
donations"
BNAPS registered address is:
7, William Close
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ
Trustees are Peter Graham,
Bob Wilson, Guy Palmer and
Bob Wealthy.
Bob Wealthy is currently the
Trust Chairman.

How to contact BNAPS:
Email:
bob@bnaps.org.uk
Telephone: 01329
315561
Post:
BNAPS (Dept NL)
c/o
7, William Close,
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ.

