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The Team that Restored Islander G-AVCN

B-N Islander G-AVCN, number 3 built, was brought back to the UK from Puerto Rico in
2000 sponsored by Airstream International, supported by BN Historians and B-N.
BNAPS restoration team members have worked tirelessly to bring the world’s oldest
Islander back to its former glory – thanks go out to all who have contributed their time
and efforts to make this achievement possible.
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Dear BNAPS Supporter,
This issue of BNAPS News celebrates the 60 th anniversary of Loganair and in particular the
airline’s use of the Islander for nearly 55 years since their first Islander, c/n 4, G-AVKC, was
delivered in August 1967. As has been proven by its exceptional record of service, the
Islander enabled the Highland and Islands air services to be re-established in the late
1960s. Loganair’s success with the Islander was matched by Aurigny Air Services when the
newly formed airline re-instated air services for Channel Islanders with the introduction of
Islander c/n 3, G-AVCN, into service between Alderney and Guernsey on 1 March 1968. In
its class the Islander is as much an aviation icon as the DC3.
As restoration work on our Islander G-AVCN is now reaching its successful conclusion, it is
felt that all who have supported the work over many years can take great pride in having
helped to save a significant and important part of the UK’s aviation heritage. As has been
related on many occasions, the restored aircraft is a tribute to John Britten and Desmond
Norman and all who worked with them and the company that they established. In addition
Islander G-AVCN is a tangible reminder of the continuing success of the Islander in terms of
its utility, longevity and record of service. Remarkably, the efforts of Air Alderney in
adopting the Islander to re-introduce the type of air services that appear to be well liked
and best suited to the needs of Channel Islanders, much as Aurigny Air Services did in
1968, is a case of history repeating itself.
Reflecting on the past 10 or more years since the restoration project got under way, it is
remarkable and gratifying that so much help has been given in various forms to “keep the
show on the road”. BNAPS trustees now need to determine the way ahead beyond getting
Islander G-AVCN on public display. The passage of time means that new people are needed
if BNAPS is to have a long term future with the possibility of embarking upon another
restoration project. For now the mission is clear – get Islander G-AVCN on show and create
supporting exhibits and visitor facilities that will attract and maintain interest from museum
visitors and supporters of the project alike.
BNAPS has received much help from the trustees, management and volunteer staff at the
Wight Military & Heritage Museum and as a result of recent discussions action is now getting
under way to make good the floor surface on the port side of the aircraft to facilitate
viewing access for visitors. Progress with this work and follow -on activities to commission
the “Islander Experience” flight simulator and surrounding display placards and exhibits will
be reported in BNAPS News.
It is hoped that BNAPS Supporters Club members will continue their valued support as the
annual subscriptions are a vital contribution to BNAPS funds. If anyone wishes to visit the
museum to take a look at the aircraft please contact BNAPS in advance. The best day to
visit is on a Thursday between 10.30 and 14.00 when members of the restoration team will
be present.
The 2022 VCN Spring Viewing Day event will take place on Saturday 23 April, details of the
event accompany this issue of BNAPS News. Please let BNAPS know in advance by email
register@bnaps.org.uk if you plan to be there.
For more information regarding the above please contact BNAPS
bob@bnaps.org.uk or Telephone 01329 315561.
Yours sincerely,
Bob Wealthy,
Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman
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G-AVCN Restoration January 2022 – March 2022
Summary of Activities during the period:
1. General: All the main component parts of the aircraft have now been re-assembled.
2. Fuselage: Fitting of the wing to fuselage fairings is complete.
Internal trim fabrication and installation is progressing. Side wall trim and door trim panels
have been installed. Installation of windscreen and instrument panel surround trim
mouldings has proved a difficult operation as access is limited for fitting support angles to
secure the trim sections.
Nose cone black cheat lines have been painted to complete fuselage livery.
B-N Islander legend has now been applied to each side of the front fuselage.
3 Engines: Further work to install detail engine dressing items has been put on hold
pending completion of work on cowlings.
4. Fin, Rudder and Rudder Tab: Filler piece to close off the gap between the base of
the fin and the rear fuselage top surface has been installed
5. Landing Gear: Wheel trims have been made but not yet fitted
6. Engine cowlings: Black cheat lining transfers for the engine cowlings have been
applied by Indigo Graphics.
Red area on upper surface of top cowlings and top surface of the wing has been painted
using paint rollers.
7. VQ-SAC Fuselage Section: Work has continued to fabricate suitable hinges for the
pilot’s door and starboard passenger door. Installation of windows and window trims has
continued.
8. Missing Items List: A few detail engine parts are still needed including vacuum pump
adaptors. Kurt Whitney at FIGAS has offered to provide the fuel hoses needed to cover
missing items.

Overall view of Islander G-AVCN now in full
Aurigny Air Services livery
The following captioned photographs show the results of some of the work undertaken in
the last period:
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G-AVCN Restoration January 2022 – March 2022

Maury Dyer has installed
door hinges for the flight
simulator fuselage section

Bernie Coleman has
fabricated a set of securing
clips for the flight simulator
fuselage section windows
and installed the starboard
side window.

A filler strip has been
installed by Mark Porter
between the lower edge of
the fin and the rear
fuselage section top.
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G-AVCN Restoration January 2022 – March 2022

Nose cone masked off
ready for painting.

Red band over top of
starboard engine cowling
and upper wing surface
was painted by Bob Wilson.

Guy Palmer undertook
detail paining of the
cowling/wing fairing
sections.
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G-AVCN Restoration January 2022 – March 2022

View of the port wing red
band after masking had
been removed.

The port wing red band
area was roller painted by
Bob Wilson.

Starboard engine cowling black cheat lines
being applied by Indigo Graphics
technicians.
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G-AVCN Restoration January 2022 – March 2022

View of starboard and port engine cowlings and wing sections after application of
black cheat lines and painting of red band
(Bob Wilson).

B-N Islander legend was applied to the nose section of
the fuselage by Indigo Graphics technicians
(Bob Wilson).
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G-AVCN Restoration January 2022 – March 2022

Views of the nose cone
after black cheat lines
had been painted by Bob
Wilson to complete the
Aurigny Air Services
livery.
(Bob Wilson).
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Work planned through to completion Q3 2022
1 General:
Complete work on the fairing between the fin leading edge and dorsal fin and
between the wing droop leading edge and the inboard side of the upper engine
cowling. Installation of internal fuselage trim, carpeting, roof lining and seating.
2 Wing and Engines:
2.1 Complete detail port engine “dressings”.
3 Fuselage:
3.1 Internal trimming work, fitting floor carpet and roof lining.
3.2 Installation of seats
4 Islander VQ-SAC Fuselage Section Work Items:
4.1 Fabricate door hinges and door catches and install doors and windows and trim.
4.2 Install electrical earthing connection for fuselage structure
4.3 Install and commission Stage 1 flight sim equipment
5 General Activities/Preparation of Exhibition Space:
5.1 Complete tidying up, get rid of unwanted items and generally sort out the area
for satisfactory working and storage and display.
5.2 Determine how to treat the existing museum space floor surface, in particular for
final display
5.3 Prepare scheme for aircraft accessibility and display to take account of visitor
access and safety.
5.4 Develop schemes for surrounding exhibition space content and layout.
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Air Alderney Starts Operations
Air Alderney has announced that it started operations from 7
February 2022. Initially the airline is offering charters, with
on-demand services to follow later. For more information
about the airline and its services go to www.airalderney.co.uk
For charter enquiries email: operations@airalderney.co.uk

Capt. Rob Erskine, Air
Alderney’s newest pilot
(right) recently completed
his training and was
presented with his captain’s
epaulettes by Air Alderney’s
Chief Training Captain,
David Donovan
(Air Alderney).

Air Alderney’s First Charter Flight
3 March 2022
After more than a year of
licence
negotiations
and
having
overcome
many
regulatory and bureaucratic
challenges, on 3 March 2022
Air Alderney operated its
first charter flight from
Brighton City (Shoreham)
airport to Alderney .
The B-N Islander, G-BLNI,
c/n 2188, was flown by
Capt.
Rob
Erskine
accompanied by Capt. David
Donovan. The group of
surveyors from Eastbourne,
who had booked the charter,
reported that both flights, of
approximately
one
hour
duration, were smooth and
the whole charter went like
clockwork.

B-N Islander G-BLNI arriving at Alderney
(David Nash).

Unloading at Alderney (David Nash).

Air Alderney Helps with Local Family Visit
A recent Air Alderney Facebook posting reported that an Alderney resident’s disabled
grand daughter would soon be able to visit Alderney as part of a family group charter
flight. This was made possible as Air Alderney’s Islander offers ease of access for getting
disabled persons on board.
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Air Alderney Starts Operations
Air Alderney recently published its first flyer giving information about the services on
offer. Also included was a surprise announcement that the airline intended to bring a
Trislander into service in late 2022, something that is no doubt eagerly anticipated by all
Trislander fans………

Air Alderney’s Islander, G-BLNI, Guernsey Airport Visit 8 March 2022
On 8 March 2022 Air Alderney
Islander G-BLNI visited Guernsey
Airport. Its arrival was recorded on a
video posted on BNAPS Facebook by
Wayne Branquet.
Air Alderney’s Islander G-BLNI
about to touch down at Guernsey
Airport 8 March 2022
(Wayne Branquet).
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Air Alderney Starts Operations
Air Alderney “Islander Experience” flights
- Brighton City (Shoreham) Airport 19/20 March 2022
On 18 March, in another surprise announcement, Air Alderney revealed that “Islander
Experience” flights in Islander G-BLNI would be operated over the weekend of 19/20
March from Brighton City (Shoreham) Airport. Flights were offered at £39.99 with no
booking, on a first come first served basis. With good weather over the weekend and
much interest expressed on social media there was good response from families and
enthusiasts alike such that 4 flights were operated on Saturday and a further 5 flights on
Sunday. Pilot for the flights was Capt. Rob Erskine.
BNAPS Supporter Tony Dann has provided a description of the “Islander Experience”
flight he made on Saturday…….
Yesterday afternoon Air Alderney were advertising Islander experience flights from
Brighton City Airport (Shoreham) for this weekend. With the scenic flight cost of £39.99 I
decided to pop along to support their adventure. I turned up fairly early and found that I
was number one in the queue for the first pleasure flight of the day.
Check in for
the “Islander
Experience”
flights at
Shoreham
(Tony Dann).

Ready to depart with the essential boarding pass
(Tony Dann).

The aircraft assigned to the flights would be BN-2B-26 Islander G-BLNI, c/n 2188. After
going through the formalities of being weighed, that’s a first for me, and watching the
safety video it was time to board. Under the callsign “Puffin 101” and in glorious sunshine
we taxied out to Shoreham’s runway 02.

Air Alderney Islander G-BLNI on the ramp at
Shoreham, 19 March 2022 (Tony Dann).

Air Alderney’s Capt. Rob Erskine get the engines
started (Peter Roberts).

On departing we headed east in a clockwise direction around Brighton city overflying the
American Express Community Stadium (home of Brighton & Hove FC), Brighton Marina,
along the coastline and over the sea before turning finals to land on runway 02.
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Air Alderney Starts Operations

In flight view of Brighton, Brighton Pier and the
coast
(Peter Roberts).

View of Air Alderney Islander G-BLNI tail and
fuselage logos
(Tony Creasey).

My flight lasted just under twenty minutes and was thoroughly enjoyable. A big thank you to Air
Alderney for putting on the experience and to our pilot Rob who absolutely nailed the landing
kissing the runway with a 17 gusting 25 knot crosswind.

Islander G-BLNI
flight log 19/20
March 2022 for
“Islander
Experience”
flights and
positioning flights
from and to
Biggin Hill
(Norman Hobbs).

Air Alderney has released a video clip about their “Islander Experience” flights which ca n be
viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MeuZpvInWeo

13

Loganair Celebrates 60 Years of Operation
On 1 February 2022 Loganair, the UK’s largest regional airline, marked its 60th anniversary – a
major milestone for the longest -serving name in the UK airline industry.
Loganair’s
Chief
Executive,
Johnathan
Hinkles, reflected on the celebration and
what had been achieved in the past 60
years of the airline’s operation –
“We are thrilled to be celebrating our 60th
anniversary, an unrivalled milestone in the
UK regional airline industry. In the time that
Loganair has been serving customers in
Scotland and beyond, over 50 other airlines
have come and gone – yet a constant has
been the commitment of Loganair to
keeping communities connected.”
“Today’s milestone could never have been reached without the efforts and dedication of Scott
Grier, Loganair’s President and the driving force of the airline between 1976 and 2012;
Loganair’s dedicated team of staff throughout t he last six decades; and the unwavering
commitment of our owners, Stephen and Peter Bond, who have now been involved with the
airline for over 20 years.”
“We are delighted to announce a major expansion of
effectively doubling the number of routes on which
customers. The development cements what we believe
between two UK airlines, and it’s a partnership which
throughout the UK.”

our partnership with British Airways,
we co-operate to bring benefits for
to be the longest -running relationship
will continue to deliver for customers

“The next 60 years will undoubtedly see a different set of challenges, yet I’m already hugely
encouraged by progress to develop new carbon-neutral electrical and hydrogen power sources for
domestic flights. It’s clear that short -haul domestic flights will be the first to benefit from these
new technologies, and I fully expect that we’ll see the first of these powering Loganair customers
to the destination within the first six of our next 60 years.”
For 55 of its 60 years of operation, Loganair has operated the B-N Islander, and for several years
the Trislander. Loganair was the first operator to introduce the Islander into passenger carrying
service on 25 August 1967. The Islander has proved ideally suited to serving the communities in
the Scottish Islands and Highlands, a role that it will continue to perform for the foreseeable
future.

Islander G-BPCA, c/n 2198, currently in Loganair’s aircraft
fleet , at North Ronaldsay August 2021 (Allan Wright)
BNAPS Postcard available
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The origin of Loganair and its early operations are presented in this section of BNAPS News.
Thanks go to Tony Merton-Jones giving BNAPS permission to use reference information
from his book set “British Independent Airlines 1945 – 1975” .
The evolution of Loganair to the present day is outlined mainly from the perspective of the
airline’s use of Britten-Norman Islanders and Trislanders.

Loganair – The Scottish Airline

places some distance away from normal
methods of modern travel, and very soon it
became obvious that regular services to many
of these places were necessary.

Introduction
Loganair’s history can be traced back to
February
1
1962,
when
the
Scottish
construction
firm
of
Duncan
Logan
(Contractors) Ltd., bought out an air taxi
company named Capital Services (Aero) Ltd.
This company had flown an Apache and a
collection
of light
single-engined training
aircraft from flying bases at Renfrew and
Turnhouse. As a result of this take-over,
Duncan Logan renamed the company Loganair,
and all operations were now centred upon
Renfrew Airport with a Piper Aztec as sole fleet
member.

Expansion came in 1963 with the formation of
the Glasgow Flying Club - Captain McIntosh
becoming an instructor, and some of Loganair's
aircraft being used by the club for flying
instruction. The second Piper Aztec acquired by
Loganair in February 1963 was used on the
company's first regular contract work. This
contract was for a supply drop on the isle of
St.Kilda, and also for radar calibration flights
over the missile range on the island.

William Logan became Chairman of Loganair,
while M.R.E.Hiil and I.G.Harrison took up
positions as joint Managing Directors. Captain
Duncan McIntosh, who had formerly been
Capital's Chief Pilot, now became Chief Pilot and
Manager for Loganair, and many other Capital
staff joined Loganair including Mr.R.J.Forster
who looked after the maintenance of the
Loganair fleet in his capacity as Chief Engineer.
Loganair’s aircraft fleet in 1964

In 1964 the airline opened a service from
Glasgow to Stornoway carrying newspapers and
various essential supplies that operated 6
days/week. The operation of this service
continued for ten years, but it was suspended
on March 30 1974 when the route was taken
over by British Airways. Other regular contract
work soon followed and the company was
awarded a contract by Littlewoods Pools to
carry pools coupons from Belfast to Glasgow,
and then on to Liverpool. This service was flown
every Saturday morning, and although no
longer flown, many other pools coupons flights
have since been undertaken by Loganair.
By 1965, Loganair's Aztecs were familiar sights
at many Scottish airfields, including Benbecula
(the service to Stornoway was flown via this
airfield on occasions), Dundee, Edinburgh,
Inverness, Kirkwall, Prestwick, Sumburgh and
Wick. The Aztecs made regular flights from
Glasgow to Sumburgh via Aberdeen, and on
April 1 1966, Loganair's Aztecs G-ASER and GASYB
transported
election
papers
from
Aberdeen to Renfrew and Inverness. A little
over a month later, the airport at Renfrew was
closed, and Loganair's Aztec had the distinction
of making the last light aircraft movement at
Renfrew on Monday May 2 1966. Subsequently,
Loganair moved its base to the new Glasgow

Loganair MD Capt. Duncan McIntosh

Captain McIntosh and his enthusiastic staff then
set about building up air taxi services in the
Glasgow area, and in addition pleasure flying
and aerial photography was also undertaken.
Within a year of the commencement of flying,
Loganair had bought a second Aztec and a TriPacer, and business was building up well. Much
of the company's flying was on behalf of the
parent
company
carrying
executives
to
temporary airstrips built near building sites.
Many of Loganair's early charters were to
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Airport at Abbotsinch, and the company's fleet
now consisted of two Aztecs, a Bolkow Junior
and a Cherokee Six. The Cherokee Six was
used for a great deal of pleasure flying during
the summer months as well as some aerial
photography, and on July 7 1966 this aircraft
started a season's pleasure flying at Prestwick
Airport. This was followed by the inauguration
of a seasonal scheduled service from Glasgow
to Mull, with a stop at Oban, on September 13
1966. This route proved to be popular, and
shortly afterwards a link between Mull and Coll
was opened.

by another Islander, G-AVCN, which arrived at
Kirkwall from Inverness during the day, and on
August 15 Loganair's own Islander G-AVKC
arrived at Kirkwall.

Loganair Expansion and the Islander
Expansion of Loganair's services could only be
slow, though, due to the lack of a suitable
aircraft type to develop any further services to
the remoter parts of Scotland. However, it soon
became apparent that there was a very real
need for scheduled passenger and freight air
links with some of these outlying communities
in Scotland. By 1966, Loganair was favouring
the Dormer Do28A as the aircraft to open these
essential services. However, it was soon
decided that the then brand new BrittenNorman Islander aircraft would be ideal for
Loganair's proposed services and subsequently
two Islanders were ordered for use on interisland services in the Orkneys.

Loganair’s first Islander G-AVKC at Papa
Westray airstrip (BNAPS archive).

Above- Islanders G-AVCN, G-ATWU and G-AVKC lined
up for the handover of Loganair’s first Islander.
Below: Desmond Norman hands over the log book of
Islander G-AVKC to Loganair’s Chief Pilot Ken Foster.
Local MP Jo Grimond is on the right. Also there was
Isle of Wight MP Mark Woodnutt

Islander G-ATWU was the first production aircraft and
originally finished in Loganair’s colours and is seen
here in September 1966 when it appeared at the
Farnborough Air Show piloted by Capt. Duncan
McIntosh in a memorable “double act” display with
the prototype Islander (Paul Kelsey).
G-ATCT (B-N)

In July 1967 Britten-Norman's first production
Islander, G-ATWU, was loaned to Loganair and
made a number of route proving flights. On 26
July it flew from Abbotsinch to Kirkwall. On the
following day, this aircraft returned to Glasgow,
but on July 31 the Islander was back at
Kirkwall, and on August 1 this aircraft carried
out some local flying around the Orkneys before
flying on to Wick. On August 2, G-ATWU paid its
first visit to Westray, and local flying continued
in the area around Kirkwall until August 15. On
August 14, this aircraft was temporarily joined

With the arrival of its own Islander in the
Orkneys, Islander G-ATWU was returned to its
manufacturer, and Loganair now prepared for
the introduction of scheduled services in the
Orkneys.
Start of Scheduled Services in the Orkneys
and Western Isles
Loganair's first inter-island scheduled service in
the Orkneys left Kirkwall at 09.30 on 27 August
1967, and called at the island airstrips of
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Stronsay, Sanday and North Ronaldsay. This
historic air service was operated in conjunction
with the Orkneys Islands Shipping Company,
and after calling at the three airstrips, the
Islander made its return landing at Kirkwall a
little before 11.00 in the morning. Shortly after
the introduction of this network of services,
Loganair introduced its other Islander onto the
scheduled link between Glasgow, Oban and Mull
on 1 September 1967.

the Isle of Skye with Glasgow and Inverness.
However, the service to Inverness proved to be
uneconomic, and was dropped in February
1973, although the route to Glasgow continued
in operation. On July 5 1972, Islander services
were introduced from Durnoch to Inverness and
Wick, but again Loganair found these services
to be unsuccessful, and they were suspended
on November 29 1972.
Scottish Air Ambulance Service Operation

Islander, G-AVKC, was based at Kirkwall, and
flew services from there to North Ronaldsay,
Papa Westray, Sanday, Stronsay and Westray.
The link between Papa Westray and Westray
being the "shortest scheduled service in the
world” - the distance between the two airfields
being only two miles. The Orkneys inter-island
services linked Kirkwall with Eday, a service
opened in 1968, North Ronaldsay, Papa
Westray, Sanday, Stronsay and Westray.

On April 1 1973, Loganair took over the
responsibility for the Scottish Air Ambulance
service from British European Airways (BEA)
BEA having given up the service due to the lack
of a suitable aircraft.
Loganair had been operating air ambulance
flights since 1965, and their own services had
been developed alongside BEA and it was
therefore natural that Loganair should takeover BEA's commitment. At the time of the
take-over, Loganair was already serving twenty
three Scottish airfields, and with BEA’s seven
airfields, Loganair now had responsibility for
thirty five airfields. By the end of 1976,
Loganair had flown something like seven
hundred air ambulance flights throughout the
year.

Islander, G-AVRA, was based at Glasgow, and
this aircraft flew the airline's scheduled service
to Mull, Oban and Coll, and also the six times
weekly service to Stornoway via Benbecula.
Islander Supports Air Ambulance and Air
Services in Shetland Islands
In September 1969 one of Loganair's Islanders
(G-AXKB) was based at Sumburgh to undertake
air ambulance and charter work within the
Shetland Islands.

Loganair Acquires B-N Trislanders
In 1971, Loganair bec ame the second British
airline to order Britten-Norman Trislanders. On
9 June 1973, the first aircraft, G-BAXD, arrived
at Glasgow on delivery to the airline. It entered
service on 28 June 1973 and in September
moved North and based at Sumburgh for use
on oil-rig support work.

Loganair Islander in air ambulance role
(BNAPS archive).

In May 1970, Loganair opened a new scheduled
service within the Shetland Islands - a service
linking Sumburgh with Unst, which was later
extended to include Fetlar, Tingwall and
Whalsay. The routes from Sumburgh to Fetlar
and Lerwick were opened in 1971 by Loganair,
and much charter work in the Orkneys and
Shetlands was provided by the army. Many of
the airstrips used by Loganair were constructed
by the army.

Loganair’s first Trislander G-BAXD at Glasgow
Airport (BNAPS archive).

A second Trislander entered service with
Loganair in December 1973, and on 1 April
1974 the type was introduced onto the
schedules linking Glasgow with Dundee and the
Isle of Skye. On 1 September 1974, Loganair
took over the former British Airways routes
from Glasgow to Barra and Tiree, and the

In August 1971, a Dundee to Glasgow route
was opened and 1972 saw the introduction of a
service from Sumburgh to Whalsay, followed on
July 4 by the commencement of routes linking
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licences for these routes were officially
transferred to Loganair on April 1 1975. The
services to Barra were flown onto the beach at
Barra with schedules therefore dependent upon
the times of tides.

numerous scheduled services within Scotland to
Communities who would otherwise be without
any air links, with many of these services being
operated purely on social rather than economic
grounds. Secondly, the operation of the entire
air ambulance system within Scotland - again a
social service, which over the years has saved
many lives. Thirdly, the Aberdeen based oil
related charter services, and fourthly the
operation of ad-hoc charter and other services
from numerous Scottish airfields.
With its fleet of Islanders and Trislanders
Loganair supported an extensive route structure
as illustrated in its 1976 Route Guide brochure
as below:

Loganair Trislander G-BAXD at Barra
(BNAPS archive).

Both Islanders and Trislanders were used on
these services to Barra and goods carried
varied from passengers and newspapers to fish
and essential supplies. Further routes were
taken over from British Airways in September
1975, including a twice daily Stornoway to
Benbecula
service
and
a twice weekly
Stornoway to Barra service. An Inverness to
Edinburgh route was introduced on January 6
1975, again a route previously flown by British
Airways.

Loganair Islander G-BDDV at Barra
(GJM Photos).

Trislanders were employed on oil charter
flights. The first contrac t work came in
September 1973, and involved basing a
Trislander at Sumburgh. Since that time, this
work expanded considerably and in September
1974 a Trislander moved to Aberdeen to fly ad
Loganair became the largest operator of
Trislanders in the world with 8 of the type in its
fleet at on stage. Loganair operated its last
Trislander service in 1982 when the type was
replaced by the 19 seat De Havilland Canada
Twin Otter.
Loganair Operations and Routes
By 1976 Loganair had expanded its operations
in four main areas. Firstly, the operation of
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Orkney Islands routes

Shetland Islands routes

Scottish mainland routes

Outer Hebrides, Inner Hebrides and Western
Isles routes

As Scotland's only truly national airline,
Loganair in the mid-1970s operated almost four
hundred schedules each week, seven hundred
air ambulance flights a year, and numerous
other charter and contract services. All this had
been achieved by an airline which does most of
its flying over difficult terrain, in extreme
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Weather conditions and into a number
basic airstrips.

of very

an enhanced aviation infrastructure for the
Highlands and Islands.

Artist’s impression of the Hydrogen Fuel Cell
Electric Islander (Project Fresson).

Loganair the Scottish Survivor
In 1987 Loganair celebrated its first 25 years.
The story of the airline over that time is
recounted in a book by Iain Hutchinson titled
“The Story of Loganair Scotland’s Airline – The
First 25 Years”.

A Loganair Islander is seen here at Kirkwall in
July 1990 with the pilot writing up his log. The
mud spattered fuselage indicates that the aircraft
had recently arrived from one of Orkneys
outlying airstrips (Denis Calvert).

In 2012 Loganair celebrated 50 years of
operation and on this occasion Scott Grier, who
had started with Loganair in 1976 as
Commercial
Manager
and
later
became
Managing Director in 1983 and Chairman in
1997, wrote a detailed account of the airline’s
history. This book
“Loganair – A Scottish
Survivor 1962-2012”.

Although there have been many changes been
of ownership and business direction at Loganair
over its 60 years, it has continued to serve the
Orkney Islands using the Islander in much the
same way as it did for the first operations in
August 1967.

Loganair has spent periods of its 60 year
history as a franchisee of other UK carriers. For
example, 1993 saw the airline become a
franchisee of British Airways. This agreement
lasted until 2008. It aimed to foster better
connectivity
between
the
two
carriers'
networks, although residents, particularly in the
islands, criticised the high fares under the
agreement.
After 15 years in partnership with British
Airways, Loganair then became a Flybe
franchisee in 2008. As had been the case under
BA, Loganair's aircraft sported liveries that
reflected its partnership with Flybe. However,
this lasted less than a decade, with Loganair
announcing in November 2016 that the
agreement
would terminate the following
August.

Loganair Islander G-BLDV taking off from Papa
Westray airstrip
(Bernard Hancke - Tony Hancke Collection).

Since leaving its partnership with Flybe in 2017,
Loganair has operated independently. Flybe's
eventual collapse in 2020 allowed the airline to
make additions to its network, taking on several
UK domestic routes. However, Loganair
has
continued to retain its original purpose, that of
providing air servic es for the Scottish Highlands
and Islands and in particular for the Orkney
Islands

Perhaps Loganair is still best known for
operating the world’s shortest scheduled air
service, the 1.7 mile flight from Westray to
Papa Westray.
Recent new initiatives under way in the UK
may well extend this relationship for years to
come with the hydrogen fuel cell electric
Islander that is being developed under Project
Fresson together with Project HEART to provide
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Ken Foster was Loganair’s Chief Pilot and Operations Director. This extract from Ken’s memoirs, see
September 2017 issue of BNAPS News, relates how Loganair came to adopt the Islander and what
was involved in getting it into airline service in the Scottish Highlands and Islands.

Loganair and the Islander - in
the beginning

dispatch reliability became so bad that late
departures were often measured in hours and
even days.
On the Scottish routes, a 1946
private industry profit of £8,000 was, in 1947,
turned to a tax payers' loss of £500,000, a sum
to be greatly exceeded each year for a long time
to come.

During the post-war era, both the Scottish Office
in Edinburgh and the Highland Transport Board
were becoming increasingly concerned about the
slow but continuous depopulation of many of the
smaller Scottish Islands. They were aware that
one significant cause was the dissatisfaction with
the air and sea ferries felt by a post -war
generation who were no longer prepared to live
out their lives in frugal isolation. Poor transport
links were not only an inconvenience to island
people, they substantially increased their cost of
living and engendered a feeling of isolation.

By the spring of 1964, the Highland Transport
Board faced the urgent need to replace the
ageing Orkney inter-island passenger ferry.
Whilst considering how big a vessel they should
build, it was suggested that an air service be
provided to carry most of the passengers with a
smaller and less costly ship to carry cargo and
just a few passengers. The Board was aware of
Loganair's Scottish Highlands and Islands charter
and scheduled services, using mainly Piper Aztec
aircraft. Therefore, they invited Loganair's
Manager, Captain Duncan McIntosh, and me to a
meeting at the Scottish Office to discuss the
practicability of resurrecting the late Scottish
Airway's Orkney air service. This meeting ended
with myself being tasked to provide the Board
with a feasibility report.

Many members of the Board could recall the
1930s when a network of air services had been
established in Scotland, including one highly
popular service flying between some of the
Orkney Isles.
This air service was set up in
August 1934 by Captain Edmund (Ted) Fresson's
Highland Airways (renamed in 1937 as Sc ottish
Airways), used mainly DH.84 Dragon and
operated until 3rd September, 1939.

Based upon Fresson's earlier and Loganair's own
recent experience, I concluded that a new
Orkney service required an aircraft that was
twin-engined
(preferably
with
the
proven
Lycoming O-540 260hp engines), IFR equipped
and cleared for flight in icing conditions. To have
8 passenger seats plus accommodation for mail,
newspapers and light cargo, also to be quickly
converted to an air ambulance to fly patients to
the large hospitals in Aberdeen.
DH 84 Dragon G-ACIT of Highland Airways in the
1930s
With the outbreak of World War 2, all the
Scottish air services were either closed down or
severely
restricted
to
carrying
priority
passengers only.
After the war, Scottish air
services were resumed but on the 1st April,
1947, the Labour Government completed its
nationalisation of the air transport industry by
absorbing the domestic airlines into its new
British European Airways. Soon afterwards, the
pioneering
and
successful managers were
shamefully sacked or demoted and replaced by
large numbers of inexperienced and mainly
incompetent bureaucrats with the inevitable
result, the quality of the air services immediat ely
deteriorated. Many routes were closed down and
most of the remaining routes were operated at a
reduced frequency.
With the introduction of
Ju52/3m "Jupiter" aircraft on the Scottish routes,

Dornier Do 28, G-ASUR, was evaluated for the
inter-island air services.
I test flew the STOL Dornier Do28A, G-ASUR, in
October 1964 and found it to be an excellent
pilot's aeroplane, but passengers required to be
athletes to enter and leave the 6 seat cabin and
it was quite unsuitable for scheduled passenger
services. The Aero Commander 500 proved to
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be a nice aeroplane, but with retractable landing
gear it was unsuitable for grass field operations.
It was with much disappointment I concluded
there was no aircraft for an Orkney service on
the market. When, at the next Scottish Office
meeting I reported my lack of success in
identifying a suitable machine, the two Ministry
of Aviation flight operations inspectors (who were
attending for the first time) suggested that
Loganair should make contact with a couple of
chaps in the Isle of Wight who were putting
together an aircraft that may be what we
wanted.

My feasibility study showed that for the first
years, the air service would require to be
subsidised to cover all the costs and this posed
an immediate problem for the Scottish Office.
There was the question of the legality of
subsidising a private airline to operate in
competition with the state owned Orkney Islands
Shipping Company. The law officers eventually
decided that, until new legislation was approved,
Loganair would operate as a contractor to the
OISC. With this obstacle cleared, Loganair was
"instructed" by the Board of Trade, to order
Britten-Norman’s first BN-2.

Our first meeting with John Britten and Desmond
Norman disclosed they were indeed building a
prototype aircraft that could be developed to
meet Loganair's needs, both in the Orkneys and
for many other Scottish services we were
operating or planning for the future. However,
we would have to wait until 1966 before any
would be available.

Britten-Norman
soon
discovered
Loganair's
requirements were shared by many potential
customers around the world and our inputs, plus
experience being gained from test flying their
hand built prototype G-ATCT, led BN to make a
number of changes to their original specification.
These changes included: replacing the 210hp
Continental IO-360s with 260hp Lycoming O-540
engines; the maximum weight to be increased
from 4750lbs to 5700lbs; the rear passenger
door would be wide enough to allow loading of an
air ambulance stretcher.

BN-2 model as first presented at the 1964 SBAC
Farnborough Show (B-N).
My walk-over inspections of prospective landing
grounds short listed by the Orkney County
Surveyor showed that all the level ground was
divided into small fields about 800ft square and
surrounded by 5 foot stone walls. By removing a
wall, the two fields joined would provide, in most
cases, grass runways lengths up to 1,500ft with
cross runways of 1,000ft . With BN claiming their
BN-2 take-off and landing distanc es would be
less than 1,500ft, the two field solution was
adopted. There was one condition - the farmers
insisted their fields would have to continue as
cattle grazing when there were no aircraft
movements.

BN-2 Islander, G-ATCT, in its definitive form with
260hp Lycoming engines and increased wing
span (B-N)..
Loganair's further request to replace the main
landing gear's twin, small diameter wheels with a
single larger diameter/fat tyred wheel more
suited to uneven, soft grass fields and sand
beaches (and for which we gave them a Beech
18 aircraft undercarriage leg and wheel for an
engineering trial) was not acceptable.
BN
claimed the costs of redesign and certification
were not justified on the premise that "bush
operators" required twin wheels to provide the
capability of a return to base with one tyre
deflated. Based on my 30 years' experience of
Islander operations around the World, I maintain

In the summer of 1965 I presented my feasibility
report to the Highland Transport Board who,
after giving it much consideration, decided that:
Loganair should plan an Orkney inter-island air
service using a BN-2 aircraft; the Orkney
Council should commence work on each island's
aerodrome and a smaller cargo/passenger ferry
be built.

22

that the main landing gear has been the major
negative feature of the airframe. The small twin
wheel configuration has been the cause of many
hundreds of cases of wing structural damage,
engine
mount
failures
with
serious
consequences, even write-offs, all at great
financial cost; yet, I have never heard of a single
case of a "one tyre" recovery of an aircraft which
in any event, would not be approved by
Airworthiness Authorities. In the very rare event
of a tyre puncture, rather than risk damage to
the landing gear with a "one tyre" non-revenue
ferry flight followed by a return flight for the
stranded load, operators have preferred to
deliver and fit a replacement wheel.

Loganair’s Piper Aztec, G-ASER
Back in December 1964, Loganair was operating
an Aztec A, a B and a new model C which was
painted in Piper's smart 1964 scheme of black
and red stripes on a white field. When the Aztec
B required repainting, Loganair adopted the 1964
scheme as the company's livery for all its
growing fleet, which included the BN-2s on order.
For the BN-2s however, there was one addition,
the one allocated to the Orkney service would
carry on its fin the Orkney Islands Shipping
Company's funnel flash of one broad and two
narrow red bands with the initials "OI" in the
centre and the second aircraft would have the
funnel flash without the initials.

Ken Foster with an Islander model
Loganair actually ordered two BN-2s, the first to
fly the Orkney inter island air service and a
second to fly their Glasgow - Stornoway route,
which was well established using Piper Aztec
aircraft.
A few days after the prototype BN-2’s first flight
in June 1965 B-N adopted the name "Islander"
for the aircraft. It was planned that Islander c/n
2 (G-ATWU) was to be delivered to Loganair
towards the end of 1966 with c/n 4 (G-AVKC) to
follow early in 1967. The tragic crash of the
prototype c/n 1 G-ATCT in Holland on 9th
November 1966 required B-N to retain G-ATWU
as their development aircraft and c/n 6 (G-AVRA)
was assigned as Loganair's second aircraft.

Islander prototype G-ATCT with G-ATWU at 1966
SBAC Farnborough Show in the mid 1966 colour
schemes.
When in August 1966, ‘WU's painting was
finished, B-N liked the result so much they
adopted the scheme (with alternative colours for
Loganair's red lines) as the Islander's standard
livery. Prototype ‘CT was repainted in the blue
option.

Loganair's financial planning for its Islander
services was based upon B-N's December 1966
"Cost Analysis". This document quoted a basic
BN-2 price of £18,900, plus customer options
costing £7,595, plus 10% spares holding of
£2,650 giving a total investment cost of £29,145.
The analysis also cost ed pilot salaries at
£2,800/yr and 100 octane gasoline at 3/6d
(17.5p)/Imp gallon.

The Orkney inter-island air service licence was
issued in January 1966 so work on the island
aerodromes commenced. On the 7th September
1966 I flew the County Convenor, Colonel
William Scarth and General Manager of the
Orkney Islands Shipping Company, Alan Bullen in
Aztec G-ASER around the Island airstrips with a
landing on Westray to check on their progress,
the work was completed a month later.
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The Air Navigation Order requires scheduled
services are flown only from licensed aerodromes
so to meet licensing standards the runways were
properly marked, with thresholds set 100ft in
from the boundary walls. A crash/rescue unit
had to be available so a fitted out trailer with all
the fire-fighting, crash rescue and first aid
medical equipment was installed at each
aerodrome to be housed in a garage comprising
one half of the wooden terminal hut. In most
cases the two firemen were the farmer and his
helper who were given formal training and were
certified by the Ministry of Aviation.

programme was conducted at Glasgow, with the
STOL
training
being
carried
out
on
Cumbernauld's newly opened, short and uneven
grass runway.
This was followed by a concentrated training
programme in the Orkneys with Captain Jim Lee
who was to operate that service from Kirkwall
Airport. On the 9th August, Jim Birnie, BN's test
pilot flew up to Glasgow and conducted my
Islander Type Rating test whic h cleared me in
turn to test and clear the other pilots.

The aerodrome procedure was to become: "As
the scheduled arrival time drew near, the farmer
drives up in his tractor and the two men would
move any grazing cattle from the aerodrome to
an adjacent field, they check the wind sock is
flying and the state of the into-wind runway,
they then hitch the tractor to the trailer. As the
aircraft lands and later takes-off, they sit on their
tractor, kitted up and with engine running, ready
to drive out and tackle any emergency." After
the aircraft's departure the procedure is reversed
and the field becomes a cow pasture again. The
aerodromes had no radio transmitters, but most
farmers equipped themselves with a handheld
vhf receiver to hear the pilot's progress reports
to the controller at Kirkwall Airport. Five of the
six planned island aerodromes were completed
by October 1966.

Loganair’s first Islander G-AVKC at Bembridge
ready for delivery in August 1967
(BNAPS archive).
On the 11th August 1967, Captain McIntosh
returned ‘WU to Bembridge and took delivery of
‘KC, flying it to Glasgow the next day. On the
13th August, I flew ‘KC with the Chief Officer of
the Scottish Civil Aviation Department in
Saughton from Edinburgh to Kirkwall to formally
inaugurate the service. On arrival the Chief
Officer was handed a telex from London which
read, in effect, “Hold it, we have changed our
minds, we require some aerodromes to be
extended”. It was to his great embarrassment he
had to convey this to the assembled gathering. I
flew the guests to visit those aerodromes that
were approved and a look at the others for 70
minutes and then returned to Edinburgh and
Glasgow.
The
Orkney
CC
immediately
commenced increasing the short 1,500ft runways
to 1,800ft landing distance.

BN-2 c/n 2, G-ATWU, ordered by Loganair but
retained by B-N as development aircraft. Leased
for company pilot training July/August 1967.

The next day I returned to Kirkwall with a Flight
Operations Inspector (FOI) in the right hand
pilot's seat for the required route proving flights
around all the Orkney scheduled service routes. I
spent most of the next week with our Orkney
pilot, Jim Lee for his Route Certification which
required six landings at each island aerodrome, a
practice
diversion
to
Wick,
instrument
approaches at Kirkwall and Wick.

In addition to the urgency to retire the old
Orkney ferry, Loganair's expanding traffic on
their Glasgow - Stornoway route was now
requiring two Aztecs flown "in stream", so it was
doubly important that there should be no delay
to the issue of the airline's Air Operator's
Certificate as soon as ‘KC and ‘RA were
delivered. It was to this end, from 28th July to
10th August, 1967, Loganair leased ‘WU from BN
for pilot training, testing and for the required
route proving flights. The initial type conversion

Lee’s Certification cleared him for local charter
and limited scheduled operations to Westray and
North Ronaldsay after the issue of Loganair’s Air
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Operators Certificate. On the 22nd August I flew
to Kirkwall for two day’s of flying our FOI to
inspect all the island aerodromes. We then
returned to Glasgow and the FOI went back to
London. The next day the Inspector completed
the formalities to permit the award of the Air
Operator’s Certificate the next day, 24th August,
1967.

Captain Andy Alsop, who became one of the
world's most experienced Islander pilots,
expressed strong views about little wheels,
Orkney, February 1968.
Loganair’s second Islander G-AVRA.

Whatever their justification, the regulatory two
height limits theoretically placed the touchdown
point 1,600ft from the airfields' boundaries which
were then about 1,600ft from stone wall to stone
wall. One result of our proving flights was the
permission to use a 30ft threshold height which
placed the touchdown point 600ft from the
beginning of the runway. The island aerodromes
reverted to cattle pastures outside aircraft
movement times and as everyone who has ever
stepped in a beast's rich deposit knows that
“Sharn”, its Orkney name, is very slippery.

Though we had unstinting cooperation and
advice
from the Inspectorate in London
throughout
our
preparations,
our
Flight
Operations Inspector revealed that within the
Inspectorate in London there was considerable
concern that the concept of STOL operations
generally was a regulatory grey area, with little
accommodation for operations such as the
proposed Orkney service within the existing
regulations.
For example: in one regulation, the "factored
landing distance" assumed an aircraft will
descend to a runway on a slope of 1 in 20 and
cross the end of the runway at a height of 50ft .
Mathematically, this resulted in a touchdown
1,000ft along the 1,500ft runway instead of just
inside the threshold as the aircraft was capable.
Every island aerodrome had to be adjacent to a
road for access and was therefore subject to
another regulation. This one required that a 1 in
20 slope to the end of runway cleared any public
road by at least 30ft (ostensibly to miss the
proverbial passing double deck bus) and so
distance a runway threshold 600ft from the
roadside.

Loganair Islander G-AVRA turnaround at Eday
(OLPA).

Whilst
I
demonstrated landings on each
aerodrome's various runways, we looked down at
the single track roads and agreed that, with the
nearest "double decker" being 120nm away in
Aberdeen, we could relax a little on this point but not for long! On short finals at the next
island, potato picking lads threw a volley of
spuds up into the air in front of us. "There"
exclaimed the inspector "I knew there would be a
valid reason for this height clearance!".

After one particular landing during which the
Islander had slithered from one patch to another
and the nose wheel had displaced thick brown
bow waves which had struck the propellers for
redistribution over the windshield and fuselage;
the aircraft halted at the far end of the runway.
Contemplating in the silence, the steam and the
fragrance from the hot engines, t he inspector
mused that we had increments to apply to paved
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runway landing distances for dry, wet, short and
long grass "but we do not have an increment for
excrement!" It was later, in August 1968, that
some formal accommodation for STOL operations
was c reated within the regulations.

During Loganair's early years almost all its pilots
joined directly from the RAF or RN, where they
had been flying high speed fighter or strike
aircraft. What Loganair wanted most was their
ability to handle single crew operations in high
work load situations and to possess that hard to
define attribute of a "safe pilot", or as some
would describe it - "those blessed with a
charmed life".

Following
the
route
proving
flights
the
Inspectorate decided that, for added safety, all
the island aerodromes should have one runway
extended to 1,800ft.
Two of the aerodromes
were sufficiently large to provide the additional
300ft immediately, but the others required an
extension into a third field which involved many
weeks of extra work.

Training these newly joined pilots to fly the
Islander in the public transport role included
some completely new aspects of flying: such as
flying the aircraft as if the passengers each had a
cup of tea in their hand and none to be spilt, plus
reviving long forgotten Flying Training School
skills including: Dead Reckoning navigation
progressing at 2¼, not 8 to 15 miles a minute;
using "Half-Mil" and Jeppesen maps.
Being
unable to leave weather far below them - they
had to learn to fly through it; to avoid or shed
ice; handling in turbulence and to recognise the
optimum paths to follow through different cloud
types; to be ever mindful of the minimum safe
altitude (6,500ft over most of Scotland).
As the then Company Training Captain who four
years earlier had left Fighter Command's Javelin
9s to fly Loganair's PA23 Aztecs - by August
1967 I had become quite experienced in yearround grass field operations. With the additional
experience gained during the Islander base and
line training programme, the AOC ‘route proving’
flights and then the first winter's experience
flying the routes, I decided that some
conventional flying techniques did not exploit all
the Islander’s capabilities, particularly in regard
to STOL operations using small grass fields. As
difficulties arose, I tested alternative handling
techniques and was able to adopt many as
company standard procedures

Passengers board Loganair Islander G-AVKC
at Westray.
Loganair's Air Operator's Certificate for the BN-2
was awarded on the 24th August, 1967 and so
cleared the company to commence Islander
operations. On Friday, 25th August, 1967, the
first public transport flights by the BN Islander
aircraft were made.

Loganair Islander G-AVRA over Kirkwall.
At 0805hrs, in ‘RA, I took off from Glasgow on
the scheduled Stornoway - Benbecula service
and was followed at 0830hrs by Captain Jim Lee
in ‘KC, airborne from Kirkwall on his restricted
inter-island service. The provision of a 1,800ft
runway at Orkney aerodrome was completed and
licenced, permitting an unrestricted inter-island
service to commence on the 27th September,
1967.

Loganair Islander G-AVRA, at Kirkwall Airport
sharing the ramp with a BEA Viscount .
Images are from Ken Foster collection unless
identified otherwise
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Thanks go to Stuart Linklater for giving his
permission for BNAPS to use the article he
wrote for Pilot magazine in 1993 that captures
the essence of Loganair’s Islander operations

Loganair’s Islanders
by Stuart Linklater

seasonal and daily changes, This superb arena
is my aerial workplace,

Pilot magazine September 1993 issue

Work is a blend of bush-flying without the risktaking, and airline-flying without the gloss. Our
airliners are ten-seat Britten-Norman Islanders
which can be converted to freight or ambulance
role in under five minutes.

Loganair’s B-N Islanders provide a vital service
around the Orkneys – and a challenge to their
pilots, operating single crew in all weathers and
making up to twenty landings a day, some on
very rugged strips.

Single crew operation means the pilot functions
as captain, co-pilot, baggage boy and PR man.
Our airline is Loganair, "Scotland's Airline",
which is a regional airline serving more
destinations in the UK than any other operator.
The company's hub of operation is the central
belt of Scotland and Manchester, utilising 25
aircraft including the ATP, SD 360, Jetstream
31 and now 41, Twin Otter and the BN-2
Islander.

The Orkneys consist of seventy scattered, wild
and windswept islands in one thousand square
miles of ocean. The North Sea and the Atlantic
meet here in swelling tides, rushing on the
rocky shores and cliffs.
The Orkney Isles are separated from the
Scottish mainland by a dangerous stretch of
water called the Pentland Firth which has,
through the ages, kept the island inhabitants
physically and culturally apart Nowadays,
transport to and within the island group is
preferably by air for the 20,000 population.

On the Orkney Islands we have two Islanders;
we make a small contribution to the airline but
a major contribution to the island community.
From the hub of our local operation at Kirkwall
Airport we serve six of the main islands and
connect with Wick on the mainland,
Kirkwall is the main town, the centre of
commerce and local government. Industry is
based on agriculture, fishing and tourism. Our
passengers are mainly commuters on a day
return basis, itinerant teachers, dentists,
bankers, surveyors etc., and in the holiday
season we carry tourists and sightseers.

Unloading groceries from Islander G-BJOP after a
freight run to North Ronaldsay

We provide an essential and reliable service to
six of the northern isles with their total
population of 3,000. We also provide the vital
air ambulance service.

Orkney airfield locations

The north island airstrips are all grass, varying
in length from just under 300 metres to about
550 metres. Knowing the characteristics of each
strip is more important than knowing its exact

In clear polar air the Orcadian sky is very
grand, stretching to every horizon. Light and
colour are in constant flux, reflecting the
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length! The condition of the surface changes
with the seasons and the weather.
Three major considerations for operating into
these fields with an Islander are weight, wind
and water. Temperature and pressure altitude
can be significant, but they are only significant
to
our
operation
in
relatively
extreme
conditions.

and if they dig in the only means of extrication
is a spade.
Unlike real airline pilots, we take off and land
up to twenty times a day, although the total
flying time is seldom more than four hours. The
longest sector is from Kirkwall to North
Ronaldsay which is 28 miles and lasts about
fourteen minutes. The shortest sector is two
minutes, the now famous Westray to Papa
Westray hop, which is in the Guinness Book of
Records as the shortest scheduled flight in the
world. Given favourable wind conditions, it can
be flown much quicker, without any attempt at
record breaking.

A
pilot's
experience
is
important
when
considering the factors limiting gross weight.
Winds are usually ten or fifteen knots, which is
useful up to maximum gross (2,994 kilograms)
on a firm base, but when the soil becomes
sodden and sticky the passenger loads must be
limited. Take-off technique on the rough grass
is the normal short-field procedure that would
be used on any suitable light single, The aim is
to get the nose off as soon as possible and then
prevent it rising too high during acceleration,
thus transferring the load from the wheels to
the wings early in the take-off run and so
reducing surface drag., Islanders are very good
this manoeuvre.

Both Kirkwall and Wick have VOR, NDB and
DME, but there aren't any navaids on the
islands. GPS, as yet it is not available to us, so
most of our flying is VFR which can be
challenging work when both cloud and visibility
are low. With practice, the routes become very
familiar and every little skerry or inlet, house or
farm, pond or pier is a major landmark which
allows navigation in poor visibility. When flying
down to the limits of VFR, instruments. are
used to maintain control, direction and altitude,
and navigation is achieved partially by using
navaids and partially by looking out and down.
The highest ground in the north island group is
over 900 feet, so when the cloud base is 500
feet and the visibility becomes too limiting we
often have to use the safe escape route, which
is a climb to MSA and a return to the Kirkwall or
Wick VOR for a routine procedural let -down-all
co-ordinated with ATC of course.

Islander G-BJOP taking off from a very soggy
airstrip

Landing technique on short fields is a fairly
steep approach at 65 knots, bringing the speed
back over the fence to touch down firmly at 52
knots, safely beyond the threshold and
commence gentle braking immediately, holding
the nose in the air to maximise aerodynamic
drag.
In summer, a heavy shower on short grass over
a firm base can create a potentially hazardous
skid pan which requires accurate handling. In
spring, when the soil becomes sodden after a
wet winter, the ground has a huge sticking
effect, which can create problems on take-off,
and makes landing rolls short and messy.

Instrument panel and controls Islander are a
basic configuration but does include dual ADF
units

We carry enough fuel for the trip plus normal
reserves and diversion fuel, with the diversion
usually Wick or Kirkwall; if these are marginal,
Inverness or Sumburgh are possible. If Wick is
socked-in, and Kirkwall, is marginal, we don't
go, because there aren't any single-engine
diversions within thirty minutes flying time. The

When the wind is strong the main difficulty on a
wet surface is taxying, because the big tail
weathercocks the aircraft. It is important to
keep the speed up too, because the wheels will
plough No the mud around the tarmac aprons,
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weather often changes quickly here, so very
few days are lost completely.

four-sector run to Eday, Westray and Papa
Westray. After that lot it is nearly midday and
we stop for lunch.

A typical day starts at 0745. The aircraft must
be pre-flight inspected and taxied from the
hangar to the apron for fuelling and loading. We
have an excellent forecasting station within 25
metres of our office, so weather assessment is
a direct pilot-to-forecaster affair. The passenger
manifests are checked and the technical log and
load sheets are filled out. Centre of gravity
limitations are controlled by a standard load
plan. The flight is then called, and the pilot
makes his way to the aircraft to meet the
customers. When all the passengers are seated
and the doors are closed a short safety briefing
is given with reference to the usual printed card
allocated to each seat, and then it's off to
Westray, aiming to be airborne by 0830 hours.

Lunch breaks are long to allow our customers
maximum time at their destinations. At 1430
hours we start all over again, usually replacing
the morning passengers. The day finishes at
around 1715 hours, nine and a half hours since
starting, after sixteen sectors, seven hours
intense activity, and three and a half hours
flying.

Twelve
minutes
later we
arrive:
some
passengers get off and others get on. The
airstrip attendants, who also function as
firemen, sort out the baggage and hand over
the load slip. The pilot fills in the tech log,
hands over the bottom copy, accepts the mail
chit from the local postman, has a brief gossip
with the regulars while they climb aboard.
checks all is secure before another short
briefing, and within five minutes of landing we
are off to Papa Westray. Two minutes later we
arrive and the whole process is repeated. After
flying directly back to Kirkwall there is a fifteen
minute turn-around during which time fuel,
tech logs, passengers' manifests and load
sheets are once again processed.

Pilot Sturt Linklater at the controls of
Islander G-BJOP

Typical views seen during flights around the
Orkney Islands, weather permitting.

Sometimes we can grab a cup of coffee and a
bacon roll from the airport cafe, and then,
properly watered and fed, we launch off againall within fifty minutes of the original Kirkwall
departure. This time it's to Sanday, with a
direct return. Then it's Stronsay and North
Ronaldsay, before returning to Kirkwall. Then a

I am often asked by tourists or less regular
passengers if I like my work, and sometimes
they ask if it isn't a little boring. "Why don't you
leave this place and fly the big jets?" I tell them
that it is a job like any job, with its tedium and
routine, and that it's hard work that requires
intense commitment. That's all true of course;
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but the Islander is easy and good fun to fly. It
is a bit noisy, and sometimes draughty, and it's
heavy and ponderous enough that your arms
are tired after a long day in low-level
turbulence; but it is also tough and gritty. It is
rugged, with plenty of personality and power
for the job it's designed to do.

the cold, crisp, crystal winter mornings when
the air is smooth as heaven ...or the easy hazy
summer days, or the driving rain in winter and
the adrenalin challenge of going into a short
strip on a dark wet morning when you can't see
well. You cannot tell anyone, who doesn't know,
about the feel of an aeroplane when you climb
in and it all fits so well that you know you
belong, or about the raw, hands-on flying.
Perhaps you cannot tell anyone, ever, about the
pure joy of flight.

I tell them that I enjoy flying, but I can't tell
them much about the land and the sea and the
weather and the changing light and colour and
how it feels to be moving within it all. Nor about

Loganair Islander operations update
Whilst the Islander has continued more or less unchanged since its adoption by Loganair
in 1967, the nature of its operation has benefitted from improved navigational aids and
weather forecasting and hard runways. Thanks go to Stuart Linklater for providing this
update on Islander operations in Orkney over the last 30 years or so from those
described in his article for Pilot magazine in 1993……
Things have changed quite a bit in 30 years. The type of Islander operation in Orkney
that I described in 1993 has been progressively modernised to benefit from operational
experience, new technologies and infrastructure investment. The island airfields all have
a hardcore runway 470 metres by 18 metres wide and the grass runways are now out of
bounds when wet. Performance calculations have to be computed for every sector and
pilot judgement is therefore discouraged. Operating at night into North Ronaldsay is now
possible.
Although Loganair no longer holds the ambulance contract, the daily flight schedule
operated has remained more or less the same as it was in 1993, now with operations on
Sundays as well. All now with just two Islanders whereas in 1993 there were 5 Islanders
in the fleet and shared with Shetland and Glasgow.
The main hub for Loganair is still Glasgow but the route network is considerably wider
including the full length of the country and some western European countries, using the
SAAB 340, in the process of being phased out, the ATR and the Embraer 145. Three
Twin Otters are based in Glasgow. Some consideration was given to using the Twin
Otters in Orkney because of their extra capacity but it was very apparent that the
Islander was difficult to replace because of its simplicity, quick turn arounds and
excellent weather capabilities.
Although VOR/DME and NDB facilities are available in Kirkwall, GPS is the primary
navaid used now. The Islanders are fitted with autopilots and were the first aircraft in
Loganair to comply fully with RNAV approach requirements. But flying to the islands
from Kirkwall is still conducted VFR down to 350 feet and shipping buoys are still useful
aids to navigation.

Further reading – Some books about Loganair
Several books telling more about Loganair and its operations are listed below:
“Orkney by Air” by Guy Warner
“The Story of Loganair Scotland’s Airline - The First 25 Years” by Iain Hutchinson
“Air Ambulance – Six Decades of the Scottish Air Ambulance Service” by Iain Hutchinson
“Loganair – A Scottish Survivor 1962 -2012” by Scott Grier
“Island Pilot” by Capt. Alan Whitfield
These books are published by Kea Publishing www.keapublishing.com
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Loganair Pilot Retires After 24 Years Flying Islanders
Stuart Linklater, 59, a senior pilot
with Loganair, retired from the
Orkney inter-isle service on 26
May 2013 after 24 years in the job
flying the B-N Islander.
He made a final trip on the route
between
Westray
and
Papa
Westray
the
journey
is
approximately 1.5 miles long, a
shorter distance than the runway
at Edinburgh Airport. Stuart holds
the record for the number of times
he has flown the world's shortest
scheduled flight and the record for
the shortest time taken to travel
between the two islands — 53
seconds.

Loganair pilot Stuart Linklater with the
aircraft type that he has flown for 24
years – photo via Loganair

Stuart, who will continue working part-time for Loganair operating aircraft out of
Glasgow, said: "I've thoroughly enjoyed my time on the Orkney inter-isle service and
have worked with and carried so many interesting people over the 24 years I've spent
piloting the Islander. There's nothing quite like the experience of taking the Islander up
and I will look back fondly on my years spent flying between the islands over the years.
Flying the Islander in some of the most challenging weather conditions in Scotland
means I've had my fair share of turbulence over the years, but I've enjoyed every
minute of it. Although I have other interests I'll still continue flying, albeit o n a parttime basis, on the Glasgow services to Barra, Tiree and Campbeltown."
Stuart joined Loganair after gaining his private pilot's licence in 1982 and his
commercial pilot's licence in 1988, and has worked with the airline for 25 years, 16 of
them as part of the company's then air ambulance service contract. He has flown
enough miles to circumnavigate the globe 50 times.

Loganair Islander and Trislander Fleet – 1967 to 2022
Introduction
Thanks go to BNAPS Supporter Norman Hobbs for researching and compiling the Loganair
Islander and Trislander fleet lists. The lists identify all B-N aircraft owned or leased by
Loganair with registration, construction number, first flight, delivery/lease date and type
variant at the time.
Some of the aircraft that have served with Loganair are listed separately, with current or last
known registration, operator/owner and location.
Special thanks are due to Allan Wright and Andy Clancey who continue to update their
invaluable BN Historians BN-2 Owners and Operators database. This comprehensive listing
would not have been possible without reference to the BNH records
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Loganair Islander Fleet List
C/N
2

Registration
G-ATWU

First Flight
20.08.66

4
6
30
73
95
128
129
139
147
170
318
403
461
522
544
550
603
622
659
870
878
2004
2011
2028
2103
2132
2175
2179
2189
2197
2198
2205
3008
3011

G-AVKC
G-AVRA
G-AWNR
G-AXFL
G-AXKB
G-AXRM
G-AXRN
G-AXVR
G-AXWP
G-AYCV
G-BANL
G-BCEN
G-BDDV
G-BDVW
G-BEDZ
G-BEEG
G-AXSS
G-AYGL
G-AYXK
G-BFCX
G-BFNV
G-BESO
G-MALI
G-MALB
G-BIIP
G-BJOP
G-OSEA
G-BLDV
G-BLNJ
G-BLNW
G-BPCA
G-BOMG
G-BLEI
G-MALN

21.06.67
16.08.67
14.10.68
12.05.69
17.07.69
05.11.69
10.11.69
15.12.69
14.01.70
06.04.70
13.02.73
23.08.74
27.08.75
26.05.76
20.09.76
11.10.76
03.12.69
27.10.70
03.09.71
04.08.78
16.11.78
20.06.77
24.08.77
27.11.86
20.05.81
30.03.82
06.09.84
26.01.85
28.03.86
28.06.87
31.08.87
20.03.89
21.01.84
19.09.84

Delivery/Lease Date
leased 26.07.67
for route proving
15.08.67
21.08.67
28.06.72
15.09.70
21.08.69
leased March 1972
leased November 1972
January 1973
leased 05.11.83
leased 18.11.73
09.03.73
leased June 1984
26.09.75
18.11.77
25.11.77
12.12.77
10.03.71
leased 10.12.73
28.11.72
04.04.79
19.04.79
leased August 1984
leased August 1987
leased August 1987
leased May 2002
05.09.84
leased 06.09.87
12.07.96
07.12.87
23.12.88
28.01.88
18.08.02
leased 27.09.87
leased 18.08.87

Variant
BN-2
BN-2
BN-2
BN-2A
BN-2A
BN-2A
BN-2A
BN-2A
BN-2A
BN-2A
BN-2A
BN-2A-8
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-6
BN-2A-7
BN-2A-8
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2B-27
BN-2B-26
BN-2B-26
BN-2B-26
BN-2B-26
BN-2B-26
BN-2B-26
BN-2B-26
BN-2A-26
BN-2A-26

Where are they now?

B-N Islanders c/n 2179 G-BLDV and c/n 2198 G-BPCA are still in service with Loganair. According to
CAA records, the total flying time logged in G-BLDV as at 12 July 2021 was 20518 hrs and in G-BPCA
as at 9 February 2022 was 24189 hrs.
According to flight tracker sites, in seven days during late March 2022, G-BLDV has flown
approximately 30 hours and 70 sectors around the Orkneys.
The following is a selection of ex-Loganair Islanders with the current or last known location:
C/N
95
128
170
403
2132
2175
2189
2197
3008

Loganair Reg’n
G-AXKB
G-AXRM
G-AYCV
G-BCEN
G-BJOP
G-OSEA
G-BLNJ
G-BLNW
G-BLEI

Current Reg’n
N95BN
C-GKAW
HP-1284
G-BCEN
AP-BIY
G-OSEA
P2-SAM
N409WB

Operator/Owner
Island Airways, Charlevoix
Lakeside Aviation, Gimli
fuselage stored Panama City
Britten-Norman, Solent Airport
Seventh Sky, Islamabad
W T Johnson & Sons, Huddersfield
impounded by Portugese Police, Amareleja
North Coast Aviation, Lae Nadzab
New England Airlines, Rhode Island
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c/n 95 N95BN Charlevoix (BNAPS Archive)

c/n 95 G-AXKB Eastleigh March 1970 (Barry Friend)

c/n 128 G-AXRM on lease from Humber Airways
(Chris England)

c/n 128 C-GKAW (BNAPS Archive)

c/n 170 G-AYCV on lease from Island Air Charter
(BNAPS Archive)

c/n 170 HP-1284 fuselage Panama City May 2018
(David McCartney)

c/n 403 G-BCEN on lease from Westward Aviation
(Andy Clancey)

c/n 403 G-BCEN Solent Airport December 2021
(Tony Creasey)

c/n 2132 G-BJOP named Dove-special tail design
(Jon Wickenden)

c/n 2132 en route to Pakistan as G-HEBR
(BNAPS Archive)

c/n 2175 G-OSEA (BNAPS Archive)

c/n 2179 G-BLDV repaint at Hurn (John Coates)
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c/n 2197 P2-SAM Lae Nadzab September 2019
(David McCartney)

c/n 2197 G-BLNW Barra Ambulance flight
(BNAPS Archive)

c/n 3008 G-BLEI leased to Loganair (P J Bish)

c/n 3008 N409WB Rhode Island September 2018
(Peter Smithson)

Loganair Islander Notable Events
On 2 August 1973 the first inflight birth, at 2000 ft above Kirkwall. Katy Devin was born en route
from Stronsay to Aberdeen aboard c/n 30 G-AWNR.
On 31 October 1974 Islander c/n 30 G-AWNR was recorded in
the 21s t edition of the Guinness Book of Records for the
shortest scheduled flight in the world. Although normally a 2
minute flight between the Orkney islands of Westray and Papa
Westray, with favourable wind conditions it can take only 70
seconds. On this day Andy Alsop achieved 69 seconds on Flight
LG 501.
c/n 30 G-AWNR Guinness Book of Records signed
flight cover (Norman Hobbs)

On 10 December 1976 an Islander was tasked to fly from
Kirkwall to Flotta on an Air Ambulance mission. Andy Alsop
flew c/n 95 G-AXKB on the eighteen minute flight which
resulted in the first night landing and subsequently in the first
night take-off from Flotta airfield.
c/n 95 G-AXKB Flotta signed flight cover
(Norman Hobbs)

On 6 January 1982 Mrs Ayres gave birth 2000 ft above Houston aboard c/n 870 G-BFCX en route
from Islay to Glasgow. To thank the airline he was christened Jonathan Philip Logan Ayres.
On 13 August 1982 the first set of twins were born aboard an Islander, 50 miles apart.
In c/n 550 G-BEEG, en route from Lerwick, the first twin was born 10 miles north of Rattray Head
and the second twin on arrival at Aberdeen Airport.
On 14 February 1999 the
Tanzanian postal authorities
issued a set of History of
Aviation
stamps.
This
miniature sheet included a
370 shilling stamp depicting
Islander c/n 2189 G-BLNJ.
This stamp is catalogued by
Michel, reference 3205.

c/n 2189 G-BLNJ
Tanzania 370 shilling
stamp (Norman Hobbs)
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Right- c/n
2189 G-BLNJ
Loganair
postcard
(Norman
Hobbs)

Loganair Trislander Fleet List
For two years, from June 1977 to May 1979, all eight Trislanders were in service, so Lo ganair
can claim the record as the largest Trislander operator in the world.
C/N

Registration

First Flight Date

Delivery Date

Variant

321
350
359
1011
1020
1023
1024
1028

G-AZZM
G-BBNL
G-BAXD
G-BCYC
G-BDKR
G-BDOM
G-BDOS
G-BDTP

27.07.72
22.11.73
06.06.73
05.07.75
29.01.76
10.03.76
20.03.76
12.05.76

30.04.74
10.12.73
09.06.73
02.03.76
16.03.76
18.06.76
08.11.76
24.06.77

BN-2A-Mk.III
BN-2A-Mk.III-1
BN-2A-Mk.III-1
BN-2A-Mk.III-1
BN-2A-Mk.III-2
BN-2A-Mk.III-2
BN-2A-Mk.III-2
BN-2A-Mk.III-2

Where are they now?
c/n 1023
Currently in service with Roraima Airways,
registration 8R-GRF, based in Georgetown,
Guyana. In February 2020 this Trislander
was used as the official polling station for the
Guyana General Elections in Orinduik, Region
Eight.
Registration N411WA
1983
when
with
Pennsylvania.

c/n 1023 G-BDOM Edinburgh (BNAPS Archive)

was applied in May
Wings
Airways
in

In November 2009 c/n 1023, as YJ-LGF, was
ferried to Great Barrier Airlines in Auckland,
New Zealand and then ZK-LGF was allocated.

c/n 1023 8R-GRF Port Kaituma February 2021
(Roraima Airways).

c/n 1024

Now in Pinoy Air livery, it appears to have
been abandoned outside the DBP hangar at
Nino Aquino Airport, Manila.
The registration G-OJAV was applied in June
1990 when operated by Jane’s Aviation at
Blackpool.
After various changes of UK
ownership and a short lease to Rockhopper in
the Channel Islands, c/n 1024 was flown to
the Philippines.

c/n 1024 G-BDOS Tiree (BNAPS Archive).

In
January
2010
the
CAA
cancelled
registration G-OJAV as this Trislander had
been exported. According to CAA records, as
at 31 December 2008, the total number of
flying hours logged was 14914.
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c/n 1024 Manila May 2019 (David McCartney)

Surinam Islanders – is this the end for some?
By Allan Wright

Recent research conducted by BN Historians has located some pictures of most of the Islanders in
Suriname at Zorg en Hoop Airport, which is situated in the centre of the capital, Parimaribo. The
pictures were taken by Jan Koppen of OldJets.net in February 2015, and we are grateful for their
permission to use the pictures. It would be interesting to know if the aircraft are still extant. Looking at
Google Earth (image taken 17/10/20), there are two visible outside, but their condition looks p oor.
The runway at Zorg en Hoop is only suitable for small aircraft; airliners use Paramaribo Zanderij
International Airport, some 45km to the south. Zorg en Hoop Airport is used for charters and regular
services, with connections with several smaller airports in Suriname and charter flights to the
Caribbean. Regular international connections at the airport are to Georgetown, Guyana with Trans
Guyana Airways and the Surinam based Gum Air. Both have operated Islanders, Gum Air no longer
have their Islander, and Trans Guyana have at least one .

The tower and BN-2B-20 Islander PZ-TYL (c/n 2211) - this aircraft is still flying.

Caricom BN-2A-26 Islander PZ-TYD (c/n 3009) in Suriname Airways colours. This is now with EZAir in Netherlands
Antilles as PJ-TYD.

Surinam Air Force BN-2B-21 Islander SAF 004 (c/n 2117) and most probably SAF 002 (c/n 2116) without
markings.
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Surinam Air Force BN-2B-21 Islander SAF
004 (c/n 2117)

Inter Tropical ceased operations long ago.
This BN-2B-21 Islander PZ-TGT was former
SAF 003 of the Surinam Air Force

Surinam Air Force BN-2B-21 Islander SAF
001 (c/n 916) without rudder

Abandoned Surinam Air Force Islanders at
Zorg en Hoop Airport, SAF002 (c/n 2108)
and in the background SAF004 (c/n 2117).
(These are most likely to be the two
Islanders seen on the Google Earth image)
(Alessandro Huber)

Suriname Islanders
c/n 454 N454CT Gonini Airways, Doekhiweg, Surinam. Leased 10.94. Written off in Surinam 5.95.
c/n 916 SAF001 Surinam Air Force, Paramaribo, Surinam. 2.82. Withdrawn from use.
c/n 2108 SAF002 Surinam Air Force, Paramaribo, Surinam. 3.82. To PZ-TGU Inter Tropical Aviation,
Paramaribo, Surinam. Leased 2000. Returned to SAF002 Surinam Air Force, Paramaribo, Surinam.
2001. Withdrawn from use.
c/n 2116 SAF003 Surinam Air Force, Paramaribo, Surinam. 6.82. To PZ-TGT Inter Tropical Aviation,
Paramaribo, Surinam. 11.97. Returned to Surinam Air Force, Paramaribo, Surinam. 2001.
c/n 2117 SAF004 Surinam Air Force, Paramaribo, Surinam. 7.82. Withdrawn from use 2005.
c/n 2153 N633BB Gonini Airways, Doekhiweg, Surinam. 1.96. To PZ-TBL Gum Air, Paramaribo,
Suriname. 4.96.
c/n 2211 PZ-TYL Caricom Airways, Suriname. 26.1.10.
c/n 2217 N26BN for some years, between 2008 and 2019 this aircraft was used by an unknown
operator to fly heavy machinery parts into the jungle. It was sold to Divi Air, Netherlannds Antilles as
PJ-AIR ion 2019.
c/n 3009 PZ-TYD Caricom Airways, Paramaribo, Suriname. 6.10. To EZAir as PJ-TYD 2018.
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FlightRadar 24 Islander and Trislander Observations
By Allan Wright
Flight Radar24 has become a reliable source for tracking aircraft worldwide on live radar. A recent
addition to the software is the ability to filter movements of specific types. During the month of
February 2022, flights of BN-2 Islander and Trislander aircraft were tracked. Clearly not all movements
showed on FR24, but those that did make interesting reading. Looking at the number of individual
aircraft for each country:
USA 36, Australia 17, UK 7, Germany 6, Guyana 6, Anguilla 4, Falklands 3, Panama 3, Canada 2,
Denmark 2, Bahamas 1, Chile 1, Estonia 1, Fiji 1, France 1, Montserrat 1, Netherlands Antilles 1, New
Zealand 1, Turks & Caicos 1, Vanuatu 1
Top of the table for the number of recorded flights in the month was Vieques Air Link N908VL with 96,
closely followed by sister ship N861VL with 93. Next was a third VAL aircraft N865VL, tying with Air
Flamenco’s N907GD with 77 flights. Last in the top 5 was another VAL Islander N863VL, tying with the
sole recorded New Zealand aircraft ZK-FXE at 65.

Screenshot shows 9
Islanders in flight, 3 in the
Caribbean and 6 around
Miami. These are N131JL,
N209RG, N297TA, N296TA
and N200MU around Miami,
and N904GD, N913GD and
N520BN near Puerto Rico.

The top of the table is dominated by Islander flights to and from Puerto Rico, with VAL, Air Flamenco
and Cape Air, as well as the busy operators Island Air Charters and Tropic Air Charters from Fort
Lauderdale Executive, in Florida operating to the Bahamas. Another Caribbean hot spot is Saint
Maarten in the Netherlands Antilles with the aircraft of Anguilla Air Services and Divi-Divi Air. Moving
further north, New England Airlines fleet of 4 Islanders in Rhode Island, were busy flying to Block
Island. Whilst the Northern Hemisphere sleeps, the Islander community in Australia wakes and 18
different Islanders in Australia and New Zealand were airborne with a combined 268 flights over the
month, 65 were ZK-FXE and 23 for VH-AEU. The FIGAS fleet in the Falklands reported 89 flights, but
surprisingly their newest acquisition VP-FMC was not recorded flying – the last flight was 12th January
2022.
In Europe, the 2 Islanders used by Loganair, G-BPCA and G-BLDV were busy in Orkney, with G-BLDV
recording 29 flights. Isle of Scilly Skybus’ 3 Islanders are still busy earning their keep, despite
supposedly being withdrawn from service some while ago – 25 flights in all. Air Alderney’s Islander
G-BLNI recorded 8 flights in February. Over in Germany, the Islanders of FLN and OLT were busy flying
to the Friesian Islands, with a total of 66 flights reported.
Pleasingly the table shows that 4 Trislanders are being well used. Two Roraima aircraft, 8R-GRD and
8R-GRF flew 104 flights between them in February, with Anguilla Air Services’ Trislander VP -AJR at 20,
and Air Flamenco’s N920GD at 22. We understand that VAL’s last Trislander N869VL will soon be back
in the air to join the Caribbean Trislander clan, and hopefully Roraima’s 3rd Trislander 8R-GRE will
soon be airworthy after an unfortunate forced landing last summer.
FlightRadar24 basic is available on PC and mobile devices for free. The filtering facility is only available
for “silver” members and is a reasonably inexpensive upgrade – thoroughly recommended!
www.flightradar24.com
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Britten Norman Islander Stickers from Vanuatu
Thanks go to Tony & John Creasey for providing this article.
Stickers of the Britten Norman Islander, designed by
Olivia Magoffin, Senior Line Pilot, of Unity Airlines in
Vanuatu, have recently become available on
redbubble.com, an online marketplace for print-ondemand products.
Olivia Magoffin flies both the
Islander and PA-31 Chieftain for what is Vanuatu's
only dedicated multi-engine air charter and tour
operator.

Unity Airlines Senior Line Pilot Olivia Magoffin doing
her day job flying the Islander (Unity Airlines).

Depicting YJ-OO6 in the airline’s colour scheme, the
retro artwork was originally intended for promotional
posters and shows the aircraft undertaking a ‘sunset
flyby’. YJ-OO6 is a BN-2B-26, c/n 2154, which started
life as G-BKEI and first flew on 29 October 1982.
Two of the three designs are very similar, the only
variation on the circular stickers being the word
‘Vanuatu’ written under the aircraft.
The third sticker is purely of the aircraft outline, with
no background, and has a 3.2mm border.
Produced on kiss-cut vinyl, all stickers can be
purchased in either a glossy or matte finish – the
aircraft outline sticker is also available with a
transparent border and adhesive back, perfect for use
on glass and plastic.
For those unfamiliar with
redbubble.com, each design can be used on a wide
variety of products ranging from baseball caps to
sweatshirts and even a customisable clock!
One other design currently available also shows an
Islander undertaking a scenic flight of stratovolcano
Lopevi – when flying with Unity Airlines passengers
receive this sticker “upon surviving [their] thrillinducing flight around three volcanos”.
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Islander haven - Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport
Thanks go to BNAPS Supporter Tony Dann for contributing a report and photographs
of his recent visit to Ft Lauderdale Executive Airport and its Islander haven…….
In February this year I found myself returning to America after a two and a half year wait due to
the pandemic and one of the places I planned on visiting was Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport
(FXE). I knew Tropic Air Charters operated out of there so contacted them in advance to see if
there was any chance of ramp access for a photo opportunity of their Islanders . With a positive
response I found myself with brother in tow heading off to FXE early on the morning of Friday 18
February. I was told that if I wanted to catch all the Islanders then we should turn up early as
they start flying from eight o’clock. Tony Marinello the President of Tropic Air Charters made
himself personally available to show us the airlines’ aircraft.

Tropic Air Islander N324TA was seen undergoing deep maintenance.

The first Islander seen under heavy maintenance in the hangar was N324TA , c/n 892. This was
Tropic’s newest addition to the fleet which they obtained in December from Mexico (ex XA-PIQ).
Out on the ramp basking in the early morning Florida sunshine were the four main workhorses of
the Tropic fleet these being N131JL, c/n 225, N200MU, c/n 78, N296TA, c/n 384, and N297TA,
c/n 741, which was being readied for the first departure of the day.

Tropic Air Islander N296TA.

Tropic Air Islanders N131JL and N200MU
parked by the Tropic Air hangar.

Tropic Air Islander N200MU.

Tropic Air Islander N297TA.
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Islander haven - Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport
After some time out in the ramp taking photos Tony showed us another Islander in a hangar
nearby. This turned out to be N678CC, c/n 858, and a privately owned airc raft. We stayed out
on the ramp as we saw N297TA take off on its first trip of the day, its destination being Chub Cay
airport, The Bahamas and then it was time to say goodbye to Tony and the Tropic Air team.
Another Islander company based at FXE are Island Air Charters. They have four aircraft of which
we saw three flying these being N779KS, c/n 779, N908GD, c/n 2040, and N209RG, c/n 209 .
Their fourth aircraft is N138LW which we believe was the one hiding in their hangar under
maintenance.

Islander N676CC.

Island Air Charters Islander N908GD.

Island Air Charters Islander N209RG.

Island Air Charters Islander N779KS.

Not being satisfied with ten Islanders seen, on driving round the perimeter road we spied another
one being worked on outside a hangar. On gaining access through the hangar to the ramp this
turned out to be N983FT, another privately owned one. So in the space of about an hour that was
eleven Islanders seen, well worth the early start I’d say.

Privately owned Islander N983FT receiving some attention to its port engine.

So my thanks go out to Philippe, owner of N983FT who showed me round his aircraft and said
that he would be getting it re sprayed this summer and to Tony Marinello for taking time out to
show us personally around the Tropic Air Charters operation.
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B-N Conducts Project HEART Trials

Britten-Norman and Blue Bear Systems Research are working together on the Future Flight
Challenge as part of Project HEART. The objective is to enable safe, automated zero -carbon
flight for sub-regional travel. B-N’s Research and Development department has recently
conducted a series of test flights on BN-2T-4S turboprop Islander G-WPNS to prepare the
aircraft for the installation of advanced satellite communications equipment.

View from BN-2T-4S Islander
during a test flight Photo
was taken by flight test
engineer, Dr Garnet Ridgway,

The antenna, which has been produced by Honeywell in collaboration with Inmarsat, will enable
high-speed ground-to-air communication, which will provide a critical link in the development
path towards automated control of the aircraft. More test flights are planned in the coming weeks
as the project gathers momentum.

B-N Offers BN-2T-4S Islander
B-N is offering refurbished Defender R.2s as the BN-2T-4S Islander pre-owned aircraft. The
specification given for BN-2T-4S c/n 4011 shows a total time since new of 10,525 hours for this
aircraft. It has accumulated 6546 cycles of operation out of a total life of 40,000 cycles. The
aircraft can be fitted out in a 13 seat commuter configuration, for freight or to customer
specification. Standard colour scheme is all white.

BN-2T-4S Islander graphic
Left – Islander G-AVCN with
showing how the type will
passengers on 1 March 1968. This
look in civil guise
is believed to be a publicity photo
(B-N).
on departure from Guernsey for
the official first service flight from
Alderney to Guernsey.

B-N Hangar Tours at Solent Airport
The March 2022 issue of Airliner World included an informative report , titled Islander Insight, by
the Executive Editor, Martin Needham, about the hangar tour last year. For those who have seen
the article, BNAPS does get a mention but as a point of clarification, whilst there is keen interest
in the future of Trislander G-RLON, this is not the next restoration project for BNAPS! Latest
news is that the Solent Sky museum has just received planning approval f or an extension to the
museum which, potentially, would provide a secure, under cover home for the Trislander.
It is understood that B-N may soon hold another hangar tour at their Solent Airport base. Note
that places on the hangar tour must be pre-booked with B-N in advance.
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From the Archive
Aurigny Air Services – The Island’s Airline 1968
Aurigny Air Services officially started
operating on 1 March 1968 when Islander
G-AVCN operated the airline’s first
scheduled service from Alderney to
Guernsey.
Islander G-AVCN featured on advertising
material, right, with the strap line
“Connect or Flip with the Island’s Airline”.
Something of the flavour of these exciting
times is captured thanks to images from
press cutting recently posted by David
Price on BNAPS Facebook page.

Right – Captioned as the first
yellow Islander, this is believed
to be Islander G-AVCN with
passengers on one of the early
service flights. Pilot is Capt John
Harmsworth.

Islander G-AVCN 54 Years On

Islander G-AVCN operated Aurigny Air Services first service from Alderney to Guernsey on
1 March 1968. Now, 54 years on, and some 22 years since Islander G-AVCN was
recovered back to the UK from Puerto Rico it can now be seen once again in its Aurigny
Air Services livery.
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Islander G-AVCN Spring Viewing Day 23 April 2022
BNAPS Islander G-AVCN Spring Viewing day event will take place at the Wight Military &
Heritage Museum on Saturday 23 April 2022. Entry to the museum is free on the day to
celebrate St George’s Day.
BNAPS will have the use of the museum’s Mess Bar for the day where there will be an
opportunity for BNAPS Supporters to meet up and take in various information displays,
B-N aircraft models, video presentation, Islander flight simulator and BNAPS merchandise
sales. Although there is no charge for entry to see our Islander or to the Mess Bar, donations
to BNAPS to help with the continuing upkeep of the aircraft will be most welcome.
The Mess Bar will be open from 10.30 until 14.30 and is located adjacent to the free
museum car park – just follow the signs.
BNAPS restoration team members will be there to welcome visitors to view Islander G-AVCN,
the oldest B-N Islander, built at Bembridge and first flown on 24 April 1967.
For those who plan to attend please advise BNAPS in advance by email:
register@bnaps.org.uk

BNAPS Postcards

BNAPS has an extensive range of
postcards
depicting
Islanders,
Defenders and Trislanders.
For further details of postcards and
greetings cards available, please
email:
norman@bnaps.org.uk

BNAPS Sales
Please contact BNAPS at
sales@bnaps.org.uk if there
are any questions regarding
stock items and availability.

BNAPS Postcard Series – New Release
Subject of the latest
BNAPS postcard release
is the colourful Islander
TI-BGK of Costa Ric a
Green Airways.
(Image courtesy of
Mark Griffiths)

BNAPS on the Internet

-

information and back issues of
BNAPS News go to
www.bnaps.org.uk
Also take a look at BNAPS
Facebook page.

More BNAPS Supporters Needed
If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of someone who
would be interested in joining please pass on contact details to
our BNAPS
Membership
Secretary,
Rita Edgcumbe at
membership@bnaps.org.uk
The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:
“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of BrittenNorman through member donations and to provide assistance
with the day-to-day operations of the charity”
Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage is welcome.
As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with
Britten-Norman from time to time, as a charitable trust BNAPS
is an independent organisation.

. If anyone is planning to visit the Wight Military &
Heritage Museum BNAPS people will usually be
there every Thursday from 10.00 until 14.00
If anyone needs more information about BNAPS and what
is happening please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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BNAPS

BNAPS is a Registered Charity,
No. 1100735, set up to "preserve
the history and aircraft of
Britten-Norman with the support
of members’ subscriptions,
sponsorship and donations"
BNAPS registered address is:
7, William Close
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ
Trustees are Peter Graham, Bob
Wilson, Guy Palmer and Bob
Wealthy.
Bob Wealthy is currently the
Trust Chairman.

How to contact BNAPS:
Email:
bob@bnaps.org.uk
Telephone: 01329 315561
Post:
BNAPS (Dept NL)
c/o
7, William Close,
FAREHAM,

Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ.

