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Long Lived Aurigny Air Services Islander Up for Sale  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 The second Islander delivered to GlosAir on 15 March, 1968, was  
G- AWBY, c/n 17, which subsequently entered service with Aurigny Air 

Services on  8 April, 1968. In August 1972, following refurbishment as a BN -
2A - 6, it was sold to Avio Laco in Italy and took the registration I - LACO. By 
1994 it was reported that it seemed to be parked and little used.  The fate 

of c/n 17 has for some years been a sub ject of interest to Islander fans.  
 In 2015 it was reported that c/n 17 was dismantled and shipped from 

Italy to Opa Locka Airport in Florida. After a very extensive refurbishment 
c/n 17 emerged about a year ago  as reported in the March 2017 BNAPS 
News. A t one time it was on US register as N70GF but subsequently took up 

the mark of T7 - IGF issued by the San Marino aircraft registry.  
 Islander c/n 17 is now being offered for sale, price so far undisclosed, 

and remarkably it is understood to have accumulated  only 5834 operating 
hours in its 50 years of existence and looks like new ï perhaps good for 
another 50 years?  

 
 

 
 

 
 

In this issue of BNAPS News:  
 

John Perera recounts selling Islanders with Heli Orient  
 

Flying an Islander to Nepal by Neil Harrison  
 

Plus VCN progress update and news of Islanders around the World  

 
 
 

 

Right: c/n  17 as T7 - IGF in 2018  

Aurigny 50 th  Event Postponed Due to Severe Weather  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The severe weather experienced in the few days before BNAPS Aurigny 50 th  

celebratory event and workshop visits planned for 3 March resulted in the decision 

to postpone the event until Saturday 7 April, 2018.  

 

 

Left: c/n  17 as G -AWBY in Aurigny Air 

Services colours c1968  

For details of what is on offer go to: 
http://www.planecheck.com/index.asp?ent=da&id=37027&cor=y  

 

http://www.planecheck.com/index.asp?ent=da&id=37027&cor=y
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BNAPS Suppor ters Fund Raising Appeal -  March 2018  

 

 

  
2 010  2 016  

2018  

Dear BNAPS Supporter,   

All will no doubt be eagerly looking forward to seeing  our historic Islander emerge as a fully 

assemb led high quality static exhibit in 2018. This achievement will be a credit to the restoration 

team of volunteers that has enabled the project to go from strength to strength since the project 

was restarted in March 2010. Thanks go to all who have generousl y supported the project over the 

years.  
 

Fund raising is still of critical importance to  enabl e completion of the restoration work in 2018 and 

to ensur e safekeeping of our restored Islander G -AVCN pending availability of a suitable place on 

the Isle of Wi ght for it to be on public display.  
 

If you wish t o support the fund raising appeal please contact BNAPS by e mail bob@bnaps.org.uk  or 

Telephone 01329 315561. All donations large and small will be gratefully received . 

Yours sincerely,  

Bob Wealthy,  Britten -Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman  

 

 

VCN Restoration Completion -  Looking Ahead  
 

In 2018 we are all no doubt looking forward to seeing our historic Islander G -AVCN 
emerge as a fully  restored aircraft, not to fly, but as a high quality static exhibit. 

There will certainly be an ñOfficial Unveilingò of G-AVCN and at the beginning of 
this year mid -June seemed to be a reasonable prospect to consider. After 

conducting a review of current progress and the work needed to complete the 
restoration it was apparent that there was little contingency in the schedule.  
  

Progress has been good and the main structural work on the wing is now close to 

completion. However, some time has been lost over the winter months partly due 
to the weather. Also electrical installation work that had to be undertaken on other 

parts of the site in January resulted in no electrical power being available for our 
workshop at times.  
 

Other considerations relate to the fa ct that we have a difficult lifting operation to 

shift the wing from its vertical stands to a horizontal configuration. Suitable wing 

stands have to be constructed together with a means for bringing the fuselage and 
wing together and properly aligned so th at the wing/fuselage attachment bolts can 

be fitted. Also we will be breaking new ground when the tail plane, fin, rudder 
ailerons, flaps, landing gear and engines and propellers are installed together with 

installation of the engine cowlings and a number of fairings.  
 

Recognising that there is no merit in trying to set a, possibly high risk,  target date 
for the unveiling at this time, particularly where there are a number of critical 

areas of work still to be completed, it is now proposed that the ñOfficial Unveilingò 
of G -AVCN will take place around the end of September/early October.  
 

As can be appreciated from the progress report in this issue of BNAPS News, the 

restoration team has continued to make excellent progress and the project will see 
the res tored aircraft all coming together in the next few months.  

 
BNAPS Trustees 15 March, 2018  

 

 
 

mailto:bob@bnaps.org.uk
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  
January 2018 ï March 2018  
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4.        

5.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Despite  some disruption when workshop access was restricted due to electrical power 

cable installation work on site, together with the recent spell of exceptionally cold 
weather, work has progressed well in a number of key areas. As covered in detail 
below, work on the wing leading edge box skins and trailing box skins to de -corrode 

and/or repair and then etch prime has progressed well and structural work is now close 
to completion.  

No top coat spray painting has been done during the period as it was felt that the  
workshop was too cold.  
Assembly of the landing gear was started, disc brake rotors have been skimmed and a 

set of wheels have been cleaned and painted.  
 

1. Fuselage ï Paul Thomasson has continued with fabrication of door trim panels.  

 

2. Wing ï Work has continued to clean up and/or repair corroded areas of the upper and lower 

surface leading edge areas so that they can be etch primed. In some areas new skins have been 

or will be fitted.  To complete this work the wing supports will have to be moved to all ow access 

to those areas presently under the supports. Bob Ward, Keith Winter, Mark Port, Steve Cooley, 

Bernie Coleman and Bob Wealthy are all involved with this work which is nearing completion. 

Patrick Gallagher has continued to re - instate fixings for th e many access panels. Again this work 

is close to completion. New and re - furbished wing leading edge skins have been installed and 

again this work is close to completion.  

 

3. Ailerons and Flaps ï These items have been top coat spray painted and await insta llation at 

a later stage.  

 

4. Elevator -  Rebuild of the badly damaged and corroded port end section of the elevator is now 

at a stage where new parts have been made and are now being riveted in place. The mass 

balance weight has now been fitted to the new mass balance housing that was made and is 

ready for installation. Installation of the new trim tab is almost complete. Maurice Dyer and Bob 

Wilson have been working on this.  

 

5. Landing Gear ï Bryan Groves and Charles Shiveral have started detail fitting work and 

assembly of the main and nose landing gear s.  

 

6. Engine cowlings ï Work on the lower half engine cowlings is on hold at present, the work 

will be initiated when effort is available following completion of the wing restoration/rebuild.  

 

7. Propeller  spinners ï These items await top coat spray painting.  

 

8. Engine Air Baffles   -  Bryan Groves and Charles S hiveral  have cross checked the air baffles 

to hand against part numbers and identified the remaining two missing items needed to make up 

two complet e sets.  

 

9. Top Coat Spray Painting and Finishing -  Top coat spray painting of the wing, main landing 

gear fairings and the elevator will be continued when the weather is warmer.  

 

10. Missing Items List ï Bryan Groves has continued to maintain the list as  work proceeds.  

 

11. Parts Received from Anglo Normandy Aeroengineering ï Thanks go to Graham Gilbert 

and Anglo Normandy Aeroengineering for donating a number of engine air baffle components 

and the engine air filter/carb heat housing.  

 
12 . Flap and Ailero n Hinge Bearings ï Thanks go to Tim Barton for obtaining 5 bearings 

needed to enable completion of the aileron and flap hinge assemblies.  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Repor t  
January 2018 ï March 2018 (continued)  

 

The following series of captioned photographs show the results of some of the work 

undertaken in the last period:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Port wing lower surface 
leading edge skin section 

was de -corroded and all old 

paint removed  

 

Bernie Coleman is seen here 

working on the outboard 
section of the starboard 

wing to remove a dent in 

the upper surface skin 
around the navigation light 

aperture.  

 

 

Following installation of 

the glass fibre closing 
angle, the flap and aileron 

recesses were etch primed 

by Guy Palmer.  

Picture 1  

Picture 3  

Picture 2  



 

5 

 

 

G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  
January 2018 ï March 2018 (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The starboard wing lower 
surface leading edge skin 

structure prepared ready 
for installation of the 

refurbished skin.  

 

 

Starboard wing, lower 
surface, leading edge 

outboard skin etch primed 

ready to be re - fitted  

Picture 6  

Picture 5  

Picture 4  

 

 

Keith Winter (right) 
positioning the refurbished 

starboard wing skin using 
skin clips.  

Steve Cooley is de -
corroding an adjacent part 
of the wingôs leading edge 

structure.  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  
January 2018 ï March 2018 (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part of the starboard wing 

upper surface leading edge 
skin that has been etch 

primed after having been 

de-corroded and old paint 

removed.  

 

Picture 7  

Picture 8  

Picture 9  

 

Keith Winter riveted the 

refurbished starb oard wing, 
lower surface leading edge 

skin in place to complete 
its installation.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Part of the leading edge 

upper surface located near 
the centre section of the 

wing before it had been de -

corroded and old paint 
removed.  


